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RECOMMENDATIONS. 


SUMMARY   OF    EECOMMENDATIONS   FOR 
LEGISLATIVE    ACTION. 


1.  Providing  for  the  Commitment  of  Indigent  and  Neglected 

Children  to  the  Custody  of  the  State  Board  of  Charity, 
Irrespective  of  the  Question  of  their  Settlement.  (See 
pages  69-72.) 

2.  Providing    for    the    Visitation   of    City    and    Town    Alms- 

houses BY  THE  State  Board  of  Charity.  (See  pages 
72-73.) 
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State  House,  Boston,  December  29,  1899. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Oovernor  and  the  Honorable  Council : 

The  Twenty-First  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charity  is  herewith  respectfully  presented. 

LEONTINE  LINCOLN,  Chairman, 
HENRIETTA  G.  CODMAN,   Vice- Chairman. 
CHARLES  F.  DONNELLY. 
EDWARD  HITCHCOCK. 
LABAN  PRATT. 
JABEZ  FOX. 
HENRY  S.  NOURSE. 
JAMES  M.  PULLMAN. 

Note.  —  Miss  Annette  P.  Rogers  resigned  as  a  member  of  the  Board 
December  15,  1899,  and  Miss  Frances  G.  Curtis  was  appointed  to  suc- 
ceed her  on  that  date. 
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with  reference  to  the  question  of  liability  of  support,  — 
whether  by  State,  town,  or  private  individuals  ;  of  transport- 
ing sane  paupers  out  of  the  State  to  the  places  where  they 
belong,  and  of  administering  the  laws  with  reference  to  cases 
of  sick  State  paupers,  dangerous  diseases,  and  temporary 
relief  of  State  paupers  in  cities  and  towns.  In  addition  to 
his  Deputies,  he  employs  a  force  of  twenty-one  persons, — 
thirteen  men  and  eight  women.  The  Superintendent  of 
State  Minor  Wards  is  William  P.  Derby,  M.D.  ;  with  Bertha 
W.  Jacobs  as  Deputy  in  charge  of  the  older  children,  and 
Sarah  M.  Crawford,  M.D.,  as  Deputy  in  charge  of  the  in- 
fants. This  Division  administers  the  laws  relating  to  the 
care,  maintenance  and  visitation  of  the  State  children,  and 
the  laws  regarding  abandoned  children,  and  infant  boarding- 
houses  ;  and  the  Superintendent  employs  in  this  work,  in 
addition  to  his  Deputies,  a  force  of  thirty-one  persons,  — 
fourteen  men  and  seventeen  women ;  and  has  the  assistance 
of  a  corps  of  women  known  as  Auxiliary  Visitors,  who  are 
engaged  in  the  placing  and  oversight  of  girls  over  twelve 
years  of  age  provided  for  in  families,  and  who  serve  without 
pay.  The  Auxiliary  Visitors  in  office  at  the  close  of  the 
official  year  were  as  follows :  Mary  A.  Andrews,  Ver- 
gennes,  Vt. ;  Eliza  A.  Babbitt,  Westford  ;  Eliza  L.  Bar- 
nard, Worcester;  Mary  W.  Bartol,  Lancaster;  Martha  B. 
Bishop,  North  Brookfield  ;  Frances  Brewer,  Northampton  ; 
Alice  T.  S.  Brewster,  Pittsfield ;  Mary  E.  Brown,  West 
Eoxbury ;  Helen  J.  C.  Butler,  North  Adams;  Cyrene  J. 
Bean,  South  Paris,  Me.  ;  Elizabeth  R.  Bridgman,  Belcher- 
town  ;  Susan  M.  Barrus,  Williamsburg;  Anna  C.  Bird, 
East  Walpole ;  Emily  G.  Collins,  Brattleboro,  Vt.  ;  Mary 
C.  Crump,  New  London,  Conn. ;  Elizabeth  H.  Chapin, 
Springfield ;  Belinda  N.  Cloyes,  Framingham ;  Lucy  S. 
Curtis,  Fitchburg ;  Mary  S.  Eaton,  Concord;  Elizabeth  H. 
Elliot,  Boston;  Carrie  S.  Emmons,  Russell;  Lilla  A. 
Evans,  Waterbury,  Vt.  ;  Nella  B.  French,  Clinton  ;  Miranda 
Gibbons,  Granville  ;  Julia  A.  Gibson,  Somerville  ;  Elvira 
Gorham,  Bellows  Falls,  Vt.  ;  Ellen  M.  Hartwell,  Little- 
ton ;  Mary  C.  Hicks,  Staflford  Springs,  Conn.  ;  Lucy  A. 
Hitchcock,  Palmer;  Florence  W.  Hutchinson,  Pepperell ; 
Sarah  Howard,  Wakefield;  Cornelia  S.  Harmon,  Lynn; 
Marietta    B.    Hawes,    Attleborough ;     Leura   E.    Jenkins, 
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Barre ;  Maria  L.  Johnson,  Lynn;  Adelaide  H.  Jones, 
East  Derry,  N.  H.  ;  Amanda  T.  C.  King,  Thompsonville, 
Coon.  ;  Sarah  T.  Lampher,  Montville,  Conn.  ;  Ophelia 
M.  A.  Lovejoy,  Haverhill ;  Katherine  H.  Leonard,  Spring- 
field ;  Caroline  E.  Maynard,  Dedham  ;  Mabel  G.  Merrill, 
Worcester ;  Lucy  A.  Morton,  Springfield  ;  Mary  K.  Mor- 
ton, Hatfield ;  Lois  Allyn  Mason,  Winchendon ;  Harriet 
E.  Noyes,  Ipswich ;  Sarah  T.  Palmer,  Livermore  Falls, 
Me.  ;  Amelia  S.  Phelps,  Wilbraham ;  Lydia  A.  Pratt, 
Shelburne  Falls  ;  Sarah  E.  Purrington,  Farmington,  Me.  ; 
Rose  Chandler  Paine,  Worcester ;  Mary  C.  Palfrey,  Cam- 
bridge ;  Catherine  N.  Ranger,  North  Brookfield  ;  Sarah  E. 
Reed,  North  Adams  ;  S.  Ellen  Robertson,  Chicopee  ;  Mary 
C.  Rogers,  Canton ;  Mary  H.  Rust,  East  Bridgewater ; 
Delia  A.  Ryan,  Athol ;  Lizzie  E.  Rogers,  Tewksbury ; 
Helen  T.  Spalding,  Webster ;  Ellen  B.  Stebbins,  Roslin- 
dale ;  Marietta  H.  Stevens,  Westfield ;  Annie  E.  Smith, 
Newton  ;  Elizabeth  Thurber,  Plymouth ;  Charlotte  H.  P. 
Twitchell,  Greenfield ;  Hattie  M.  Trask,  Richmond,  Me. ; 
Ellen  H.  Underwood,  South  Dennis  ;  Eliza  G.  Washburn, 
Hyde  Park;  Alice  E.  Wetherbee,  Fall  River;  Martha  Lee 
Whelden,  West  Barnstable  ;  Harriet  R.  Wiley,  Wellfleet ; 
Mary  L.  Williams,  Dedham  ;  Adeline  V.  Wood,  Middle- 
borough  ;  M.  Anna  Yerrington,  Norwich,  Conn. 

The  State  Adult  Poor. 
The  State  adult  poor  consist,  first,  of  the  in-door  poor, — 
that  is,  the  inmates  of  the  State  institutions  for  adults  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Board ;  and  second,  of  the  out-door 
poor, —  that  is,  the  unsettled  poor  in  the  cities  and  towns 
whose  expenses  in  case  of  sickness,  temporary  need,  trans- 
portation, and  burial  are  payable  by  the  Commonwealth. 

The  In-Door  Poor. 
The  State  institutions  for  adult  poor  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Board  are  the  State  Almshouse  at  Tewksbury, 
and  the  State  Farm  at  Bridgewater.  These  two  institutions 
are  under  the  immediate  direction  of  a  single  Board  of  seven 
Trustees,  two  of  whom  must  be  women,  and  who  are  required 
by  the  Statutes  to  make  all  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  institutions,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
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the  Governor  and  Council.  The  Statutes  further  provide 
that  **the  board  of  trustees  shall  hold  monthly  meetings  at 
either  of  the  institutions  under  their  charge,  shall  annually 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  report  the  condition 
of  such  institutions  to  the  governor  and  council,  and  shall 
appoint  a  superintendent  of  the  state  almshouse,  and  a  super- 
intendent of  the  state  farm,  who  shall  respectively  hold 
office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  board,  and  whose  compen- 
sation shall  be  fixed  by  the  trustees  with  the  approval  of  the 
governor  and  council.  All  other  officers  and  employees 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  superintendents  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  trustees,  who  shall  fix  the  compensation  in 
each  case." 

The  Trustees  are  as  follows  :  J.  White  Belcher,  of  Ran- 
dolph, Chairman;  Payson  W.  Lyman,  of  Fall  River,  Secre- 
tary;  Sarah  D.  Fiske,  of  Maiden  ;  Leonard  Huntress,  M.D., 
of  Lowell ;  Jacob  H.  Hecht,  of  Boston  ;  Anna  F.  Prescott, 
of  Boston  ;  Cecil  F.  P.  Bancroft,  of  Andover. 


The  State  Almshouse  at  Tewksbury. 

John  H.  Nichols,  M.D.,  Superintendent, 

Receipts  and  Expenses. 

Dr. 


Receipts : — 
Commonwealth, 
Other  sources. 


Cr 


Salaries,  wages  and  labor,  . 
Provisions  and  supplies, 
Clothing,  dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes, 
Fuel  and  lights,    .... 
Medicine  and  medical  supplies,  . 
Furnishings,  beds  and  bedding. 
Grain  and  feed  for  stock,     . 
Transportation,    .... 
Ordinary  repairs  and  construction. 
Extraordinary  repairs  and  construction. 
Other  expenses, 


Paid  into  the  State  treasury, 


$207,595  37 
1,378  70 


$39,147  12 

48,761  18 

13,745  09 

16,775  95 

10,858  57 

3,026  73 

4,103  77 

7,173  37 

12,330  80 

41,823  37 

10,349  42 


$208,974  07 


$207,595  37 
1,378  70 

$208,974  07 


Average  weekly  cost  per  capita,  $2.36. 
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Numbers. 


Sane. 

Insane. 

Total. 
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1 

'a 

1 
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1 

Number  October  1, 1898,     . 

549 

m 

55 

800 

103 

349 

452 

652 

545 

55 

1,252 

Admitted  during  year, 

2,286 

555 

394 

3,235 

58 

60 

118 

2,344 

615 

394 

3,353 

Discharged  during  year, 

2,375 

553 

399 

3,327 

39 

37 

76 

2,414 

590 

399 

3,403 

Number  September  30,  1899, 

460 

198 

50 

708 

122 

372 

494 

582 

570 

50 

1,202 

*Per8on8  fifteen  years  of  age  and  under. 

Claesification  of  discharges  :  Deaths,  344;  Removals,  3,059. 
Number  of  maternity  cases  during  the  year:  Confinements, 


Living  births,  91. 


Daring  the  year  4,605  people  have  been  cared  for.  The 
smallest  number  present  at  anyone  time  was  1,176,  Sep- 
tember 30 ;  and  the  largest  number  1,638,  January  4 ;  the 
weekly  average  was  1,349.  There  were  treated  in  the  hos- 
pitals 3,050  patients, —  2,088  males  and  962  females;  of 
these,  2,399  were  medical  cases  and  651  surgical.  There 
were  297  cases  of  phthisis,  133  of  syphilis,  64  of  pneu- 
monia, 44  of  measles,  33  of  influenza,  16  of  varicella, 
10  of  diphtheria,  8  of  typhoid  fever,  1  of  variola.  Of  the 
340  deaths,  93  were  from  phthisis  ;  42  of  those  who  died 
w^ere  under  one  year  of  age,  and  117  were  over  60  years. 

The  State  Almshouse  is  practically  a  new  institution. 
Originally  established  as  one  of  three  State  Almshouses  pro- 
vided for  by  the  Act  of  1852,  to  accommodate  500  paupers, 
and  occupying,  with  the  adjoining  yards,  one  and  one-balf 
acres  of  land,  it  has  been  gradually  reconstructed,  and,  when 
completed,  will,  with  the  accompanying  yards,  cover  thirteen 
and  one-half  acres  of  land,  and  will  accommodate  1,600 
inmates,  as  follows  :  men's  dormitory  and  old  men's  ward, 
200  ;  men's  hospital,  150  ;  old  consumptive  ward,  80  ;  attic 
of  building  for  insane  men,  50  ;  new  consumptive  ward, 
100;  new  dormitory,  200;  building  for  care  of  insane, 
500;  women's  dormitory  and  old  women's  ward,  150; 
nursery  ward  in  women's  dormitory,  20 ;  women's  hos- 
pital, 107  ;   nursery  ward  in  women's  hospital,  25;   lying-in 
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hospital,  18.  Even  before  this  reconstruction,  the  Institu- 
tion was  gradually  becoming  a  hospital  for  the  sick  instead 
of  a  refuge  for  the  poor  and  shiftless,*  and  in  all  the  recent 
improvements  these  changed  conditions  have  been  kept  in 
mind.  Except  in  the  severest  part  of  winter,  when  it  is 
most  difficult  to  get  work,  the  great  body  of  the  inmates 
are  those  seeking  hospital  treatment,  and  all  the  work  of 
rebuilding  has  been  in  the  direction  of  specially  providing 
for  the  care  of  the  sick  and  distressed.  The  hospital  building 
for  women,  built  after  the  plan  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital 
at  Baltimore  ;  the  north  ward  for  men,  with  all  its  medi- 
cal conveniences;  and  the  lying-in  hospital,  equal  anything 
of  the  kind  in  New  England. 

The  space  devoted  to  the  inmates  of  the  lying-in  hospital 
is  divided  into  four  rooms  or  wards.  Room  No.  1  receives 
the  patient  when  first  admitted  ;  it  contains  two  beds.  No. 
2  is  the  lying-in  room,  with  one  bed,  from  which  the  patient 
is  removed  to  No.  3  immediately  after  confinement,  where 
she  remains  ten  days,  when  she  is  passed  to  No.  4,  where 
she  spends  the  remainder  of  her  month.  All  these  rooms 
have  lavatories  and  bath  and  closet  accommodations,  and 
each  room  is  arranged  for  a  sun-bath. 

The  new  hospital  for  consumptives  is  nearly  ready  for 
occupancy.  It  is  situated  in  the  pine  grove,  some  distance 
from  the  main  buildings,  with  open  courts  all  around,  so  that 
the*  patients  will  enjoy  out-door  air  even  in  the  coldest 
weather,  and  will  practically  spend  the  entire  term  of  their 
sojourn  out  of  doors. 

A  marked  improvement  may  be  found  in  the  wards 
devoted  to  the  care  of  the  harmless  insane.  Air  and  sun- 
light abound.  The  old  forms  or  settees  have  been  removed, 
and  chairs  substituted.  The  classification  has  also  been 
greatly  improved,  the  mild  and  well-behaved  insane  being 
separated  from  the  more  noisy  ones,  each  class  having  a 
separate  ward.  The  east  dormitory  is  devoted  to  the  infirm 
and  bodily  sick,  and  no  insane  are  now  treated  in  the 
women's  hospital. 

*  Of  the  4,568  inmates  during  the  year  1897,  3,211  were  at  some  time  cared  for  in 
the  hospital;  and  of  the  remainder,  from  800  to  1,000  received  more  or  less  treatment 
outside  the  hospital  wards. 
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The  nurses'  home,  a  large  brick  building  lately  erected, 
of  sufficient  capacity  to  accommodate  all  the  female  nurses, 
is  an  important  factor  in  the  change  from  an  almshouse  to  a 
hospital. 

The  Institution  is  heated  by  steam,  generated  from  boilers 
outside  of  the  yards,  and  conveyed  to  the  several  buildings 
by  subways ;  and  every  building  is  lighted  by  electricity. 
While  it  is  no  purpose  of  the  Trustees  to  make  the  Institu- 
tion an  attractive  resort  for  able-bodied  loafers,  the  sick  and 
the  helpless  are  well  cared  for. 


The  State  Farm  at  Bridgewater. 

HoLLis  M.  Blaokstone,  Superintendent, 

Beceipts  and  Expenses. 

Dr. 
Receipts :  — 

Commonwealth, $136,393  86 

Other  sources 4,058  20 


Cr. 


Salaries,  wages  and  labor, 
Provisions  and  supplies. 

Clothing, 

Fuel  and  lights,      .        .        .        , 
Medicine  and  medical  supplies,     . 

Furnishings, 

Grain  and  feed  for  stock, 
Transportation,       .        .        .        . 
Ordinary  repairs  and  construction. 
Other  ordinary  expenses. 


Paid  into  the  State  treasury, 


$39,860  54 

42,672  69 

10,308  78 

9,919  76 

2,157  71 

2,900  76 

3,754  07 

2,470  70 

9,922  38 

12,426  47 

$140,452  06 


$136,393  86 
4,058  20 

$140,452  06 


Average  weekly  cost  per  capita,  $2.10. 
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Numbers. 


Paupers. 

Prisoners. 

Insane. 

Total. 

c 

a 

1 

1 

a 

a 

1 

"3 

1 

fl 

c 

i 

2 
o 

Number  October  1,1898,. 

137 

2 

139 

687 

42 

729 

300 

1,124 

44 

1,168 

Admitted  during  year, 

397 

44 

441 

1,255 

88 

1,343 

74 

1,726 

132 

1,858 

Discharged  during  year,  . 

314 

46 

360 

1,307 

83 

1,390 

43 

1,664 

129 

1,793 

Number  September  30,  1899,    . 

220 

0 

220 

635 

47 

682 

331 

1,186 

47 

1,233 

Classification  of  discharges:  Deaths,  70;  Removals,  1,723;  Total,  1,793. 


Classification  of 

Commitments. 

1898. 

1899. 

Drunkenness, 

1,003 

296 

206 

23 

975 

108 

Vasrancy 

208 

All  others 

52 

Totals, 

1,528 

1,343 

The  population  of  this  Institution  is  made  up  of  three 
classes,  viz.,  paupers,  prisoners,  and  insane,  —  the  latter  oc- 
cupying that  portion  of  the  Institution  designated  by  the  law 
of  1895  as  the  State  Asylum  for  Insane  Criminals.  The 
largest  number  of  all  classes  during  the  year  was  1,437,  the 
smallest  1,167,  and  the  average  1,246  ;  the  corresponding 
figures  for  the  previous  year  being  1,348,  1,044,  1,198. 
The  average  number  of  prisoners  was  704,  of  paupers,  225, 
and  of  insane,  317.  The  largest  number  of  admissions  in 
any  one  month  was  273,  in  the  month  of  January;  and  the 
smallest  was  105,  in  the  month  of  May,  out  of  a  total  of 
1,858  for  the  year.  Among  the  1,343  prisoners  received, 
525  had  been  admitted  previously,  viz.,  250  for  the  second 
time,  119  for  the  third,  70  for  the  fourth,  45  for  the  fifth, 
18  for  the  sixth,  6  for  the  seventh,  4  for  the  eighth,  4 
for  the  ninth,  3  for  the  tenth,  1  for  the  twelfth,  2  for  the 
thirteenth,  2  for  the  fifteenth,  1  for  the  sixteenth.     Of  the 
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1,858  persons  admitted,  671  were  born  in  Massachusetts, 
268  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  525  in  Ireland,  122 
in  England,  131  in  the  British  Provinces,  42  in  Scotland, 
19  in  Germany,  17  in  Sweden,  11  in  Italy,  8  in  Russia,  7  in 
Cape  Verde  Islands,  6  in  Poland,  and  the  remainder  in  other 
foreign  countries,  excepting  4  unknown. 

Of  the  1,343  prisoners  received,  35  were  returned  from 
probation ;  4  returned  from  escape ;  4  were  transferred 
from  the  Massachusetts  Reformatory ;  1  was  transferred 
from  the  Cambridge  House  of  Correction,  and  3  were  trans- 
ferred from  the  State  Prison.  The  remaining  1,296  were 
committed  as  follows  : 

Worcester  District  Court,  160 ;  Lowell  Police  Court, 
155 ;  Lynn  Police  Court,  148 ;  Boston  Municipal  Court, 
120 ;  Brockton  Police  Court,  106  ;  Lawrence  Police  Court, 
63 ;  Taunton  District  Court,  46 ;  Attleborough  District 
Court,  44;  Fall  River  District  Court,  43;  Maiden  District 
Court,  42  ;  Cambridge  District  Court,  41 ;  New  Bedford 
District  Court,  33  ;  Waltham  District  Court,  19  ;  Woburn 
District  Court,  17  ;  Quincy  District  Court,  17  ;  Northampton 
District  Court,  16;  Newton  Police  Court,  14;  Boston 
Superior  Court,  13  ;  Stoughton  District  Court,  13  ;  Green- 
field District  Court,  11  ;  North  Adams  District  Court,  10; 
Abington  District  Court,  10  ;  Haverhill  District  Court,  10  ; 
Milford  District  Court,  8 ;  Hudson  Trial  Justice  Court, 
8 ;  Gloucester  Police  Court,  7 ;  Marlborough  Police 
Court,  7  ;  Dedham  District  Court,  7  ;  Framingham  District 
Court,  7  ;  Cambridge  Superior  Court,  6 ;  Palmer  Dis- 
trict Court,  6 ;  Roxbury  Municipal  Court  5 ;  Dedham 
Superior  Court,  5  ;  Walpole  District  Court,  5  ;  Worcester 
Superior  Court,  4 ;  Springfield  Police  Court,  4 ;  Ames- 
bury  District  Court,  4;  Great  Barrington  District  Court, 
4 ;  Franklin  District  Court,  4  ;  Fitchburg  Superior  Court, 
3  ;  Lawrence  Superior  Court,  3  ;  Fitchburg  Police  Court,  3  ; 
Middleborough  District  Court,  3  ;  Plymouth  Superior  Court, 
2 ;  Newburyport  Superior  Court,  2 ;  Taunton  Superior 
Court,  2  ;  Chelsea  Police  Court,  2  ;  Somerville  Police  Court, 
2 ;  Ayer  District  Court,  2  ;  Southbridge  District  Court, 
2  :  Pittsfield  District  Court,  2  ;  Westfield  District  Court,  2  ; 
Salem    District    Court,    2  ;     Hingham    District    Court,    2 ; 


1900.]  PUBLIC   DOCUMENT  — No.   17.  13 

Hardwick  Trial  Justice  Court,  2  ;  Andover  Trial  Justice 
Court,  2 ;  Hopkinton  Trial  Justice  Court,  2  ;  Lowell 
Superior  Court,  1  ;  Salem  Superior  Court,  1  ;  Northampton 
Superior  Court,  1  ;  Williamstown  Police  Court,  1  ;  Lee  Police 
Court,  1  ;  Newburyport  Police  Court,  1 ;  Plymouth  District 
Court,  1 ;  Barnstable  District  Court,  1  ;  Ware  District 
Court,  1 ;  Marblehead  Trial  Justice  Court,  1  ;  Nantucket 
Trial  Justice  Court,  1  ;  Spencer  Trial  Justice  Court,  1 ; 
West  Stockbridge  Trial  Justice  Court,  1 ;  Barre  Trial  Jus- 
tice Court,  1. 

The  State  Farm  was  originally  one  of  the  three  State  Alms- 
houses already  alluded  to  as  provided  for  by  Act  of  1852,  to 
accommodate  500  paupers,  and  was  opened  in  1854.  It  con- 
tinued as  an  almshouse  solely  until  1866,  when  the  Board  of 
State  Charities  secured  legislation  providing  that  "a  state 
workhouse  shall  be  established  at  Bridgewater.  So  much  of 
the  state  almshouse  there  situate  as  in  the  judgment  of  the 
board  of  state  charities  is  necessary,  shall  be  devoted  to  this 
purpose  ;  such  alterations  may  be  made  therein  and  such  addi- 
tions be  made  thereto  as  said  board  shall  think  advisable  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act." 
It  continued  in  this  condition,  part  almshouse  and  part  work- 
house, until  1872,  when,  by  an  Act  of  that  year,  it  was  pro- 
vided that  the  State  Almshouse  at  Bridgewater  should  be 
discontinued  and  the  buildings  occuyjied  for  an  Almshouse 
should  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  a  State  Work-house,  and 
that  as  soon  as  practicable  the  inmates  of  said  State  Alms- 
house should  be  transferred  to  the  State  Almshouse  at  Tewks- 
bury.  It  also  provided  that  the  Board  of  State  Charities 
might  select  from  time  to  time  for  support  at  the  State 
Work-house  any  State  paupers  whose  maintenance  at  the 
same  might  for  special  reasons  be  deemed  expedient,  —  which 
provision  has  continued  to  the  present  time. 

Thus  constituted,  the  Institution  continued  until  it  was 
destroyed  by  the  fire  of  1883  ;  at  which  time  its  population 
had  been  reduced  to  163,  viz.,  89  prisoners,  9  discharged 
prisoners,  and  65  paupers.  The  Institution  was  rebuilt  from 
the  foundation  stones,  and  the  old  wooden  structures  were 
replaced  with  brick  buildings,  which  have  been  added  to 
from  time  to  time  as  occasion  required.     The  Legislature  of 
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1887  chanofed  its  name  from  the  State  Work-hou8e  at  Bridfire- 
water  to  the  State  Farm  at  Bridgewater. 

Provision  for  the  care  of  insane  at  Brido^ewater  was  begun 
as  early  as  1866,  and  additional  provision  was  made  in  1888 
and  1893.  But  the  present  arrangement  for  the  care  of  insane 
male  criminals  was  made  in  1895  by  the  passage  of  the  Act 
establishing  the  '*  Asylum  for  Insane  Criminals."  This  Act 
provided  for  the  appointment  of  a  medical  director  to  have 
exclusive  charge  of  the  insane,  and  also  provided  that  insane 
criminals  should  be  committed  directly  to  the  Asylum  for 
Insane  Criminals  at  Bridgewater,  instead  of  to  a  State  Lunatic 
Hospital. 

Provision  has  also  been  made  from  time  to  time  for  the 
care  and  custody  of  misdemeanants,  or  offenders  against 
society,  until  there  are  now  sufficient  accommodations  for 
caring  for  900  of  this  class,  —  850  men  and  50  women. 
There  are  also  accommodations  for  about  300  paupers. 

To  one  who  has  not  visited  the  State  Farm  since  the  fire 
of  1883,  the  establishment  presents  no  feature  by  which  it 
can  be  identified  as  one  of  the  three  original  almshouses. 
The  old  wooden  buildings,  covering,  with  the  enclosure, 
about  an  acre  and  a  half  of  ground,  have  been  replaced  by 
substantial  brick  buildings,  covering  and  enclosing  eight 
and  one-half  acres,  and  having  in  every  respect  the  appear- 
ance of  a  well-ordered  prison.  It  will  accommodate  1,500 
inmates,  viz.:  in  cells  for  prisoners,  550;  in  prisoners' 
dormitories  and  hospital,  350  ;  in  dormitories  for  paupers, 
300 ;  in  accommodations  for  insane,  300.  The  insane  are 
entirely  separated  from  the  sane,  and  are  cared  for  by  a  dis- 
tinct set  of  officers ;  the  paupers  are  in  no  way  associated 
with  the  prisoners ;  and  able-bodied  inmates  are  expected 
to  contribute  by  their  labor  to  the  expense  of  their  main- 
tenance. 

The  law  of  1898,  regarding  commitments  of  sane  persons 
to  the  State  Farm,  is  as  follows :  — 

[Acts  of  1898,  Chapter  443.] 

Section  1.     When  a  convict  is  sentenced  to  the  state  farm  the 

court  or  trial  justice  imposing  the  sentence  shall  not  fix  or  limit 

the  duration  thereof.     Whoever  is  so  sentenced  for  drunkenness 

may  be  held  in  the  custody  of  said  state  farm  for  a  term  not  ex- 


1900.]  PUBLIC   DOCUMENT  — No.  17.  15 

ceeding  one  year,  and  whoever  is  so  sentenced  for  any  other  offence 
may  be  held  in  such  custody  for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years. 

Section  2.  When  it  shall  appear  to  the  state  board  of  charity 
that  any  person  so  sentenced  is  reformed  they  may  issue  to  him  a 
permit  to  be  at  liberty  for  the  remainder  of  the  period  for  which 
he  might  be  held,  upon  such  conditions  as  they  shall  establish  ;  and 
they  may  revoke  said  permit  at  any  time  previous  to  its  expiration. 

Section  3.  When  any  permit  issued  as  aforesaid  has  been  re- 
voked said  state  board  of  charity  may  issue  an  order  for  the  return 
of  the  holder  thereof  to  said  state  farm  ;  and  said  order  may  be 
executed  by  any  officer  authorized  to  serve  criminal  process.  The 
holder  of  said  permit  when  returned  to  said  state  farm  shall  be 
detained  therein  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  for  which  he  might 
be  held  under  the  provisions  of  section  one  of  this  act,  and  the 
time  between  his  release  on  permit  and  said  return  shall  not  be 
considered  as  any  part  of  said  term. 

Section  4.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act 
are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  October 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

In  order  to  regulate  the  period  of  detention  of  prisoners 
under  this  law,  the  Board  adopted  the  following  Rules,  which 
went  into  effect  January  15,  1899  :  — 

Rules  Regarding  the  Period  of  Detention  of  Prisoners  at 
THE  State  Farm. 

When  it  appears  to  the  State  Board  of  Charity  that  a  person 
committed  to  the  State  Farm  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  443 
of  the  Acts  of  1898  has  reformed,  he  shall  be  released  on  proba- 
tion as  hereinafter  provided. 

Preamble. 

The  following  rules  regarding  the  period  of  detention  at  the  State 
Farm,  as  prescribed  in  chapter  443  of  the  Acts  of  1898,  shall  not 
apply  to  prisoners  whose  record  of  conduct  and  service  fails  to  show 
that  they  have  satisfactorily  observed  the  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  government  of  that  Institution,  as  authorized  by  chapter  297 
of  the  Acts  of  1884. 

All  prisoners  returned  to  the  Institution  because  their  permits  to 
be  at  liberty  have  been  revoked  by  the  State  Board  of  Charity, 
shall  receive  such  special  consideration  as  their  subsequent  con- 
duct and  service  may  entitle  them  to. 
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Returned  elopers,  whether  by  later  commitment  or  otherwise, 
shall  not  be  released  before  the  expiration  of  their  sentences,  ex- 
cept on  the  written  request  of  the  Trustees  and  Superintendent  of 
the  State  Farm. 

Mention  in  these  rules  of  former  commitments  to  the  State  Farm 
shall  refer  generally  to  commitments  subsequent  to  October  1, 1898. 

Bides. 

1.  Prisoners  who  may  be  held  in  custody  for  a  term  not  exceed- 
ing one  year,  who  had  never  before  been  committed  to  the  State 
Farm,  who  have  suitable  homes  to  return  to,  and  who  are  reason- 
ably certain  of  remunerative  employment  on  release,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  release  on  probation  at  the  expiration  of  five  months  from 
the  date  of  their  commitment. 

2.  Prisoners  who  may  be  held  in  custody  for  a  term  not  exceed- 
ing one  year,  who  had  once  before  been  committed  to  the  State 
Farm,  and  who  have  the  homes  and  can  secure  the  employment 
mentioned  in  Rule  1,  shall  be  entitled  to  release  on  probation  at 
the  expiration  of  eight  months  from  the  date  of  their  commitment. 

3.  Prisoners  who  may  be  held  in  custody  for  a  term  not  exceed- 
ing one  year,  who  had  more  than  once  before  been  committed  to  the 
State  Farm,  and  who  have  the  homes  and  can  secure  the  employ- 
ment mentioned  in  Rule  1,  shall  be  entitled  to  release  on  probation 
at  the  expiration  of  ten  months  from  the  date  of  their  commitment. 

4.  Prisoners  who  may  be  held  in  custody  for  a  term  not  exceed- 
ing two  years,  who  had  never  before  been  committed  to  the  State 
Farm,  who  have  suitable  homes  to  return  to,  and  who  are  reason- 
ably certain  of  remunerative  employment  on  release,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  release  on  probation  at  the  expiration  of  nine  months  from 
the  date  of  their  commitment. 

5.  Prisoners  who  may  be  held  in  custody  for  a  term  not  exceed- 
ing two  years,  who  had  once  before  been  committed  to  the  State 
Farm,  and  who  have  the  homes  and  can  secure  the  employment 
mentioned  in  Rule  4,  shall  be  entitled  to  release  on  probation  at 
the  expiration  of  fourteen  months  from  the  date  of  their  commit- 
ment. 

6.  Prisoners  who  may  be  held  in  custody  for  a  term  not  exceed- 
ing two  years,  who  had  more  than  once  before  been  committed  to 
the  State  Farm,  and  who  have  the  homes  and  can  secure  the  em- 
ployment mentioned  in  Rule  4,  shall  be  entitled  to  release  on  pro- 
bation at  the  expiration  of  twenty  months  from  the  date  of  their 
commitment. 

7.  Any  prisoner  claiming  release  under  any  of  the  before-men- 
tioned rules  shall  inform  the  Superintendent  of  the  State  Farm  of 
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the  place  in  this  or  other  of  the  United  States  where  he  has  his 
home,  and  of  the  occupation  he  proposes  to  follow  ;  and  shall  there- 
after communicate  to  the  State  Board  of  Charity  any  change  of 
such  home  or  occupation. 

8.  The  probationary  release  provided  for  in  these  rules  shall 
be  upon  condition  that  the  holder  of  the  permit  is  not  thereafter 
convicted  of  a  statute  offence,  and  does  not  thereafter  return  to 
his  former  habits  of  dissipation  or  vagrancy  ;  and  if  it  appears  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  State  Board  that  the  conditions  of  a  permit 
have  been  violated  by  the  holder  at  any  time  during  the  maximum 
term  for  which  he  might  have  been  held  in  custody,  it  may  revoke 
his  permit  to  be  at  liberty  and  order  his  return  to  the  State  Farm. 

Nothing  in  these  rules  shall  be  held  to  preclude  the  State  Board 
of  Charity  from  the  exercise  of  its  statute  right  to  release  any  pris- 
oner from  the  State  Farm  within  a  less  period  of  imprisonment 
than  any  mentioned  in  such  rules,  on  such  rare  occasions  as  when 
it  is  satisfactorily  shown  that  there  has  been  an  error  in  the  com- 
mitment of  such  prisoner,  or  that  the  extreme  destitution  of  such 
prisoner's  family  cannot  be  otherwise  remedied  ;  or  from  imposing 
other  conditions  upon  his  release  ;  and  all  prisoners  not  included 
in  the  before-mentioned  rules,  or  in  the  preamble  to  the  same,  shall 
receive  such  consideration  from  the  Board  as  their  circumstances 
may  warrant. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  State  Farm  shall  report  to  the  State 
Board  of  Charity  three  days  before  the  first  Saturday  of  each 
month,  and  as  much  oftener  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  all  pris- 
oners entitled  to  release  on  probation  under  the  several  rules  here 
enumerated,  specifying  under  which  rule  they  are  so  entitled,  and 
to  what  home  and  what  occupation  they  are  to  be  remitted  ;  and 
said  Board  or  its  Executive  Committee  shall  forward  to  each  pris- 
oner so  entitled  a  written  permit  to  be  at  liberty  specifying  the 
terms  of  such  release,  what  he  shall  do,  and  what  he  shall  refrain 
from  doing,  to  prevent  his  probationary  release  from  becoming 
invalid. 

One  apparent  purpose  of  the  new  law  was  to  secure 
a  greater  uniformity  in  the  treatment  of  drunkards  and 
vagrants.  But  it  is  still  in  the  discretion  of  the  courts, 
in  the  case  of  a  first  arrest  for  drunkenness,  to  release  the 
offender  without  punishment,  to  fine  him,  or  to  send  him  to 
jail,  to  a  house  of  correction,  to  the  Concord  Reformatory, 
or  to  the  State  Farm.      It  is  clear  that  in  a  well-ordered 
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system  a  large  discretion  shiould  reside  somewhere,  since  all 
drunkards  ought  not  to  be  treated  alike.  But  the  fact  is 
constantly  impressed  upon  the  Board  that  the  variations  in 
treatment  are  due,  not  only  to  differences  in  the  offenders, 
but  to  differences  in  the  views  of  the  courts  imposing  the 
sentence.  This  diversity  of  view  simply  marks  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  public  mind  upon  the  drink  problem,  and  espe- 
cially upon  that  part  of  the  problem  with  which  this  Board 
has  to  deal,  — namely,  the  treatment  of  offenders. 

The  recent  report  of  the  Boston  Committee  on  the  Penal 
Aspects  of  Drunkenness  calls  renewed  attention  to  the  lack 
of  method  in  the  present  treatment  of  offenders,  and  the 
need  of  concerted  action  on  the  part  of  the  judges  and  offi- 
cers to  secure  a  classification  of  offenders,  and  a  treatment 
based  upon  the  best  opinion  that  can  be  formed  as  to  the 
needs  of  each  class.  It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that 
with  our  present  knowledge  the  best  opinion  upon  many  im- 
portant points  is  little  better  than  a  conjecture.  Take  the 
concrete  case  upon  which  the  Board  is  constantly  called 
upon  to  act.  A  wife  applies  for  the  release  of  her  husband, 
who  has  been  committed  to  the  State  Farm  for  drunken- 
ness. He  is  a  ''periodical."  When  he  is  sober  he  earns 
good  wages,  and  supports  his  family.  Should  the  State 
punish  the  family  by  keeping  the  bread-winner  locked  up? 
If  it  were  certain  that  this  man,  after  being  shut  up  for  a 
year,  would  never  drink  again,  the  remedy  might  be  applied 
without  hesitation  ;  but  unfortunately  there  are  no  data  at 
hand  to  justify  even  an  opinion  as  to  the  remedial  or  deter- 
rent effect  of  a  long  sentence.  The  frequent  changes  in  the 
laws,  the  diversity  in  the  practice  of  the  courts,  the  in- 
completeness of  individual  histories  combine  to  render  diffi- 
cult the  collection  of  useful  statistics. 

The  Board  hopes  that  the  new  law  will  remain  upon  the 
statute  book  long  enough  to  give  time  for  a  careful  study  of 
its  workings.  It  is  too  early  now  to  form  a  definite  opinion 
of  its  effect,  or  to  determine  what  changes,  if  any,  are  de- 
sirable. The  new  rules  adopted  by  the  Board  are  experi- 
mental, and  some  changes  are  already  in  contemplation. 
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The  Out-door  Poor, 
The  Statutes  provide  that  before  any  bills  for  the  support, 
relief,  or  burial  of  the  unsettled  poor  by  cities  and  towns  can 
be  considered  by  the  Board,  notices  of  all  cases  shall  be  sent 
to  the  Board;  and,  in  accordance  with  these  laws,  10,207 
such  notices  were  received,  during  the  official  year,  from 
249  cities  and  towns,  on  account  of  26,422  persons, — a 
decrease  of  1,685  notices,  or  14  per  cent.,  from  last  year. 
Of  these  notices,  5,807,  covering  8,010  individuals,  were  on 
account  of  persons  too  sick  to  be  removed  (including  213 
notices,  covering  418  individuals,  on  account  of  persons  sick 
with  dangerous  diseases)  ;  870  notices,  covering  3,991  per- 
sons, were  for  wife-settlement  cases;  and  3,530  notices, 
covering  14,421  persons,  were  for  temporary  aid  and  trans- 
portation. Of  the  total  number  of  notices,  1,598,  covering 
5,802  individuals,  were  in  cases  on  account  of  which  a  pre- 
vious notice  had  been  received  during  the  year. 

Cases  of  Sick  Stale  Poor. 

The  Statutes  provide  that 

*'  No  city  or  town  officer  shall  be  allowed  to  send  to  the 
almshouse  any  person  infected  with  small-pox  or  other 
disease  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  or  any  other  sick 
person  whose  health  would  be  endangered  by  removal ;  but 
all  such  persons  liable  to  be  maintained  by  the  Common- 
wealth shall  be  supported  during  their  sickness  by  the  city 
or  town  in  which  they  are  taken  sick,  and  notice  of  such 
sickness  shall  be  given  to  the  state  board,  which  may  ex- 
amine the  case  and  order  the  removal  of  the  patient  if 
it  deems  it  expedient :  provided^  that  the  notice  herein 
required,  in  cases  of  sick  persons  whose  health  would  be 
endangered  by  removal,  shall  be  signed  by  the  overseers  of 
the  poor,  or  by  such  officer  as  they  may  see  fit  by  special 
vote  to  appoint,  and  they  or  he  shall  certify,  after  a  personal 
examination,  that  in  their  or  his  opinion  such  removal  of  the 
person  named  in  such  notice,  at  the  time  of  his  application 
for  aid,  would  endanger  his  health. 

**The  expense  incurred  by  a  city  or  town  under  the 
provisions  of  the  preceding  section,  within  five  days  next 
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before  notice  has  been  given  as  therein  required,  and  also 
after  the  giving  of  such  notice,  and  until  said  sick  person  is 
able  to  be  removed  to  the  almshouse  shall  be  reimbursed  by 
the  Commonwealth,  the  bills  for  such  support  having  been 
approved  by  the  state  board  or  by  some  person  designated 
by  it,  the  bills  so  audited  being  endorsed  with  a  distinct 
declaration  that  the  amount  charged  for  has  been  paid  from 
the  city  or  town  treasury  :  provided,  however^  that  when  any 
person  liable  to  be  supported  by  the  Commonwealth  shall 
have  received  assistance  in  a  hospital  maintained  for  the 
care  of  the  sick,  the  entire  expense  incurred  by  any  city 
or  town  for  said  hospital  aid,  not  to  exceed  five  dollars  per 
week,  shall  be  reimbursed  to  said  city  or  town  by  the  Com- 
monwealth in  the  manner  herein  provided." 

It  is  also  provided  that 

'*  No  city  or  town  officer  or  agent  having  the  care  and  over- 
sight of  a  sick  pauper  shall  remove  or  cause  to  be  removed 
or  attempt  to  remove,  either  by  himself  or  by  an  agent,  such 
pauper  to  the  state  almshouse  unless  there  shall  be  reasonable 
cause  to  believe  that  such  removal  will  not  injure  or  endanger 
the  health  of  such  pauper. 

«'  No  city  or  town  officer  or  agent  having  the  care  and  over- 
sight of  a  sick  pauper  shall  remove  or  cause  to  be  removed 
or  attempt  to  remove  such  pauper  to  the  state  almshouse, 
unless  so  ordered  by  the  state  board  of  charity,  until  he 
shall  have  first  procured  a  certificate  of  some  competent 
physician  setting  forth  that  he  has  at  the  request  of  such 
officer  examined  such  pauper  and  that  in  his  opinion  such 
pauper  can  be  removed  to  the  state  almshouse  without  injury 
or  danger  to  his  health. 

**  Any  city  or  town  officer  or  agent  violating  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  or  any  physician  who  shall  falsely  certify  as  pro- 
vided in  the  second  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  punished  by 
fine  not  less  than  twenty-five  nor  more  than  one  hundred 
dollars  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  less  than  three  months 
nor  more  than  twelve  months,  or  by  both  fine  and  imprison- 
ment." 

The  number  of  sick  State  poor  notices  received  during 
the  official  year  was  5,807.  These  5,807  notices  were  sent 
by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  174  cities  and  towns,  and 
covered  8,010  persons,  of  whom  5,906  were  represented  as 
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being  too  ill  to  be  removed.  This  number  of  notices  shows 
an  increase  of  11,  or  |^  of  1  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year ;  and  as  compared  with  the  official  year  1896-97, 
a  decrease  of  477,  or  about  7|  per  cent.  The  largest  number 
of  notices  received  in  any  one  month  was  835,  in  January; 
and  the  smallest,  385,  in  February.  The  number  of  persons 
supported  shows  a  decrease  of  377,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year ;  and  of  persons  actually  sick  and  requiring 
medical  attendance,  an  increase  of  36,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  Of  these  5,807  notices,  2,985,  or  about  51| 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  number,  were  from  Boston,  viz.  :  2,705 
from  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  75  from  the  Carney  Hospital, 
160  from  the  Institutions  Department,  1  from  the  Board  of 
Health,  20  from  the  Boston  Lying-in  Hospital,  and  24  on 
account  of  persons  supported  at  their  homes. 

The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  officers  of  the  Board, 
in  the  investigation  of  these  5,807  notices,  was  8,647.  As 
a  result  of  their  investigations,  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
were  directed  to  discontinue  aid  in  359  cases,  —  in  323  on 
account  of  the  recovery  of  the  patient  sufficiently  to  permit 
of  his  removal,  and  in  36  for  other  reasons  manifest  to  the 
visitor.  In  333  cases  all  aid  was  refused ;  in  320  because, 
at  the  time  the  application  for  aid  was  made,  the  patient 
could  have  been  removed  without  danger ;  and  in  13  for 
other  evident  reasons.  There  were  4,201  cases  investigated 
by  the  visitors  of  the  department ;  and  in  334  cases  settle- 
ments were  found,  covering  525  persons.  Among  those  re- 
ported as  sick  there  were  299  deaths. 

Cases  of  Dangerous  Diseases. 

Of  the  5,807  notices  previously  stated  as  received  in  regard 
to  the  sick  State  poor,  213  were  on  account  of  ''  small-pox 
or  other  disease  dangerous  to  the  public  health,"  covering 
418  persons  and  258  patients.  These  213  notices  were  from 
43  cities  and  towns  ;  92  being  for  cases  of  diphtheria,  64  for 
scarlet-fever,  39  for  small-pox,  13  for  measles,  2  for  whoop- 
ing-cough, 2  for  membraneous  croup,  and  1  for  typhus  fever. 
In  73  cases  settlements  were  found,  covering  91  persons. 

The  following  table  is  an  abstract  of  the  sick  State  poor 
notices  received  during  the  year,  stated  by  months  and 
counties  :  — 
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Oases  of  Wife  Settlement, 

The  Statutes  provide  that 

'*  When  the  operation  of  any  provisions  of  law  in  relation 
to  poor  and  indigent  persons  might  cause  a  separation  of 
husband  and  wife  by  reason  of  her  having  a  legal  settle- 
ment in  some  place  in  the  Commonwealth,  he  being  a  state 
pauper,  both  parties  shall  be  supported  by  the  place  where 
she  has  a  legal  settlement. 

"The  expense  of  thus  supporting  the  person  who  is  a 
state  pauper,  written  notice  having  been  given  to  the  state 
board  within  sixty  days  from  the  time  when  such  aid  shall 
be  first  given,  shall  be  paid  by  the  Commonwealth,  reference 
being  had  to  the  expense  of  supporting  such  person  at  the 
almshouse,  if  thereto  committed." 

The  number  of  notices  received  under  this  law,  during  the 
oflScial  year,  was  870,  from  103  cities  and  towns,  covering 
3,991  persons,  of  whom  235  were  sick.  These  figures  show 
a  decrease  in  the  number  of  notices,  as  compared  with  the 
preceding  year,  of  139,  or  about  14  per  cent.  ;  and,  as  com- 
pared with  the  year  1896-97,  a  decrease  of  4.  Of  these  870 
notices,  395,  or  45|  per  cent.,  were  from  the  city  of  Boston. 
281  cases  were  investigated  by  the  agents  of  the  Board,  7 
settlements  were  found,  and  3,121  persons  were  acknowledged 
as  settled,  so  that  the  whole  number  aided  by  the  State  was 
863,  of  whom  188  were  sick.  The  number  of  visits  made 
in  these  cases  was  1,163.  As  a  result  of  these  visits,  the 
local  authorities  were  advised  to  render  no  aid  in  one  case, 
and  to  discontinue  aid  in  13  cases. 

The  following  table  is  an  abstract  of  the  wife-settlement 
notices  received  during  the  year,  stated  by  months  and  coun- 
ties :  — 
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Cases  of  Temporary  Aid. 

The  Statutes  provide  that 

**  A  city  or  town  may  furnish  aid  to  poor  persons  found 
therein,  having  no  lawful  settlement  within  the  state,  if  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  deem  it  for  the  public  interest ;  but, 
except  in  case  of  sickness,  not  for  a  greater  amount  than  two 
dollars  a  week  for  each  family  during  the  months  of  May  to 
September  inclusive,  or  three  dollars  a  week  for  the  months 
of  October  to  April  inclusive,  and  the  overseers  shall  in  every 
such  case  give  immediate  notice  by  mail  to  the  state  board 
of  charity,  which  board  shall  examine  the  case,  and  should 
they  direct  discontinuance  shall  remove  such  persons  to  the 
state  almshouse  or  to  an}^  state  or  place  where  they  belong, 
when  the  necessities  of  such  persons  or  the  public  interest 
require  such  removal,  and  the  superintendent  of  said  alms- 
house shall  receiv^e  the  persons  so  removed  thereto  the  same 
as  though  sent  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section 
twenty-one  of  chapter  eighty-six  of  the  Public  Statutes,  as 
amended  by  chapter  eighty-four  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  ninety-one,  and  a  detailed  statement  of 
expenses  so  incurred  shall  be  rendered,  and  after  approval 
by  the  state  board  of  charity  such  expenses  shall  be  paid  from 
the  state  treasury." 

The  total  number  of  notices  received  under  this  law  was 
3,530,  covering  14,421  persons,  from  206  cities  and  towns. 
The  largest  number  of  notices  received  in  any  one  month 
was  in  January,  — 1,020;  the  smallest  number  was  in 
August,  —  117.  The  whole  number  shows  a  decrease,  as 
compared  with  the  preceding  year,  of  1,557,  or  about  31  per 
cent.  ;  and,  as  compared  with  the  year  1896-97,  a  decrease 
of  507,  or  about  12|  per  cent.  This  decrease  is  due  to  the 
law  of  1898,  above  cited,  which  allows  a  single  notice  to 
cover  an  entire  year,  whereas  under  the  old  law  notices 
covered  only  four  weeks  in  summer  and  eight  weeks  in 
winter.  Of  these  notices,  525,  or  about  15  per  cent.,  were 
received  from  the  city  of  Boston.  The  number  of  visits 
made  under  all  the  notices  was  4,694.  There  were  1,2()5 
cases  investigated  by  the  olBScers  of  the  Board,  and  253 
settlements  were  found,  covering  865  persons.     As  a  result 
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of  visitation,  aid  was  discontinued  in  435  cases,  and  in  47 
cases  aid  was  refused.  There  were  93  persons  sent  to  the 
State  Almshouse  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  425  of  the 
Acts  of  1898. 

During  the  year  bills  for  transportation  of  923  persons, 
amounting  to  $5,714.90,  were  allowed.  Of  these  923  per- 
sons, 125  were  sent  to  European  countries,  307  to  Canada 
and  other  British  Provinces,  and  491  to  other  States.  357 
were  sent  by  the  Board  directly  from  Boston,  and  their 
destinations  were  as  follows  :  Austria,  4  ;  Azores,  25  ;  Den- 
mark, 6;  England,  17;  Finland,  2;  France,  2;  Germany, 
13  ;  Ireland,  15  ;  Italy,  2  ;  Poland,  1 ;  Russia,  1  ;  Scotland, 
4;  Sweden,  16;  British  Provinces,  100;  Connecticut,  8; 
District  of  Columbia,  1;  Illinois,  4;  Maine,  24;  Maryland, 
3  ;  Michigan,  2  ;  New  Hampshire,  4  ;  New  Jersey,  9  ;  New 
York,  34;  North  Carolina,  2;  Ohio,  16;  Pennsylvania, 
22 ;  Rhode  Island,  12 ;  South  Carolina,  1  ;  Vermont,  3 ; 
Virginia,  4. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  137  shipwrecked  seamen  were 
sent  from  Tisbury  and  Nantucket  to  New  Bedford  and 
Woods  Hole. 

It  has  been  the  general  policy  of  the  State  to  order  the 
removal  to  the  State  Almshouse  of  unsettled  residents  of 
the  several  cities  and  towns  in  need  of  temporary  aid,  thus 
avoiding  some  of  the  abuses  incident  to  out-door  relief,  and 
establishing  an  essential  check  upon  voluntary  pauperism. 
The  legislation  of  1898  for  the  first  time  threw  upon  the 
State  Board  of  Charity  the  duty,  theretofore  resting  upon 
the  local  authorities,  of  removing  such  dependents  to  the 
Almshouse.  It  was  soon  learned,  however,  that  some  of 
these  dependents,  especially  those  who  had  lost  their  settle- 
ments under  the  Act  in  question,  refused  to  obey  the  order 
of  the  Board  for  their  removal.  Being  in  doubt  as  to  its 
authority  to  use  force  in  the  matter,  the  Board  has  simply 
directed  that  relief  on  the  part  of  the  State  be  discontinued 
in  such  cases. 

The  following  table  is  an  abstract  of  the  temporary  aid 
notices  received  during  the  year,  stated  by  months  and 
counties  :  — 
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Barnstable,    . 
Berkshire, 
Bristol,  . 
Dukes,  . 
Essex,    . 
Franklin, 
Hampden, 
Hampshire,    . 
Middlesex,     . 
Nantucket,     . 
Norfolk, 
Plymouth, 
Suffolk,  . 
Worcester, 

c 

1 
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Cases  of  Burial  of  State  Paupers, 
The  Statutes  provide  that  the  '*  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
each  place  shall  also  relieve,  support  and  employ  all  poor  per- 
sons residing  or  found  therein,  having  no  lawful  settlements 
within  this  state,  until  their  removal  to  the  state  almshouse, 
and  in  case  of  their  decease  shall  decently  bury  them  ;  they 
shall  also  decently  bury  all  such  persons  who  have  died  with- 
out means  of  support,  but  without  applying  for  public  relief 
while  living,  and  all  unknown  persons  found  dead ;  the  ex- 
pense whereof  may  be  recovered  of  their  kindred,  if  they  have 
any  chargeable  by  law  for  their  support,  in  the  manner  here- 
inbefore provided  ;  and  if  in  case  of  their  burial  the  expense 
thereof  is  not  paid  by  such  kindred,  there  shall  be  paid  from 
the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  an  amount  not  exceeding 
fifteen  dollars  for  the  funeral  expenses  of  each  pauper  over 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  an  amount  not  exceeding  ten  dollars 
for  the  funeral  expenses  of  each  pauper  under  that  age." 
The  law  requires  no  notices  in  these  cases. 

Expenses  of  Support  of  Out-Door  Poor, 

The  bills  examined  by  the  Superintendent  of  State  Adult 
Poor,  during  the  official  year,  on  account  of  cases  of  sick 
State  poor,  wife-settlement,  dangerous  diseases,  temporary 
aid,  and  burials,  were,  in  number,  amount,  and  allowance, 
as  follows :  — 


Bills. 

Claim. 

Allowance. 

Deduction. 

Sick  State  Poor : 

Boston  City  Hospital,      . 

2,970 

$78,090  00 

$38,929  32 

$39,160  68 

Other  cases, 

2,682 

53,197  04 

43,710  83 

9,486  21 

Total, 

5,652 

$131,287  04 

$82,640  15 

$48,646  89 

Wife  settlement,      . 

934 

7,091  15 

7,091  15 

- 

Dangerous  diseases, 

52 

1,201  87 

815  66 

386  21 

Temporary  aid, 

4,349 

47,582  75 

40,558  85 

7,023  90 

Burial, 

1,194 

11,629  83 

10,851  15 

778  68 

Total 

12,181 

$198,792  64 

$141,956  96 

$56,835  68 
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Settlement  Work, 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  State  Adult  Poor  to 
investigate  questions  of  the  settlement  of  all  poor  persons, 
and  decide,  upon  the  evidence  obtainable,  whether  State, 
town,  or  private  individual  is  liable  for  their  support.  This 
work  is  performed  by  correspondence  and  by  visits,  both  to 
the  State  institutions,  and  to  the  several  cities  and  towns  in 
which  the  poor  persons  reside ;  and  it  engages  the  constant 
attention  of  a  large  part  of  the  force  of  this  Division. 

The  following  table  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done,  during 
the  official  year,  in  the  investigation  of  the  settlements  of 
inmates  of  the  State  institutions  :  — 
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1 
1898.       ; 

1899. 

Establishments  —  Particu- 
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November. 
December. 
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B 
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Worcester  Lisane  Hospital. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

32 

34 

31 

32 

27 

39 

35 

39 

28 

37 

49 

37 

420 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement,     . 
Withdrawn, 

18 
3 

1 

28 
5 

29 

26 

1 

25 
2 

32 
2 

22 
2 

39 
3 

13 
1 

44 

1 
1 

42 
12 
3 

47 
2 

365 

34 

5 

Total 

22 

33 

29 

27 

27 

34 

24 

42 

14 

"45" 

57 

49 

404 

Taunton  Insane  Hospital. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation. 

7 

22 

16 

18 

.38 

18 

16 

18 

17 

22 

42 

16 

250 

Settlement 

No  settlement,      . 
Withdrawn, 

10 
5 

14 
1 

10 
2 

13 

25 
6 

30 
4 

15 
1 

16 
2 

7 

1 

19 

8 

36 
5 
4 

22 

217 

35 

4 

Total,         .        .        . 

15 

15 

12 

13 

31 

34 

16 

18 

8 

27 

45 

22 

256 

Northampton  Insane  Hospital. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

9 

1 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

12 

- 

22 

- 

7 

56 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement,     . 
Withdrawn, 

2 
3 

3 

~ 

3 

2 

- 

1 

9 

1 

1 

5 
2 
1 

7 
4 

4 

1 

37 
11 

1 

Total 

5 

3 

- 

3 

2 

- 

1 

9 

2 

8 

11 

5 

49 

Danvers  Insane  Hospital. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

22 

37 

21 

37 

25 

33 

19 

36 

19 

27 

35 

30 

341 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement,      . 
Withdrawn, 

14 
9 

24 
5 

24 

20 

1 

21 
4 

45 
4 

13 
3 

1 

33 

_ 

12 
2 

34 
3 

25 
3 

35 
5 

300 
39 

1 

Total,         .... 

I3 

"29" 

IT 

21 

25 

49 

17 

33^ 

14 

37 

28 

40 

340 

Westborough  Insane  Hospital. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

9 

24 

16 

16 

9 

4 

9 

29 

24 

16 

13 

10 

179 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement,      . 
Withdrawn, 

7 

1 

13 

3 

10 
6 

10 

1 

13 

2 

- 

7 

5 

19 

2 

- 

8  i  25 
3  1     5 
1  1     1 

12 

-1 

147 
27 

Total 

8 

16 

16 

11 

15  1    7 

5 

21 

1. 

31 

16 

l9, 

177 

30 
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1898. 

1899. 

Establishments  —  Particu- 
lars. 
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Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Dip- 
somaniacs and  Inebriates. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation^ 

19 

23 

25 

24 

12 

17 

15 

32 

13 

17 

- 

40 

237 

Settlement 

No  settlement,     . 
Withdrawn, 

20 
4 

14 

1 
1 

24 
3 

6 
2 

1 

15 
3 

20 
6 

15 

1 

29 

2 

2 

1 
1 

22 
8 

6 
3 

1 

20 

1 

193 

34 

5 

Total 

24 

16 

27 

9 

18 

26 

16 

31 

4 

30 

10 

21 

232 

Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Epi- 
leptics. 

/ 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

- 

15 

- 

20 

- 

- 

- 

14 

- 

15 

- 

10 

74 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement,     . 
WitJidrawn. 

6 

2 

14 

1 

6 

13 

2 

- 

6 

1 

- 

12 
1 

1 

3 

9 

72 
« 

1 

Total 

8 

15 

1 

7 

13 

2 

- 

7 

14 

3 

9 

79 

State  Almshouse,  Insane  Ward. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

3 

2 

- 

5 

4 

3 

3 

3 

10 

1 

2 

4 

40 

Settlement,   .... 
No  settlement,     . 
Witlidrawn, 

1 

2 

1 
1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 
2 

3 
2 

2 

1 

2 
4 

3 

2 

17 
15 

Total 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

3 

6 

5 

32 

Asylum  for  Criminal  Insane  — 
State  Farm. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation. 

5 

- 

- 

4 

8 

5 

2 

4 

4 

4 

- 

9 

46 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement,     . 
Withdrawn, 

2 

1 

3 
1 

~ 

2 

1 

4 

6 

2 

2 

6 

1 

2 
2 

1 

3 

31 
8 

Total 

3 

4 

~ 

3 

4 

6 

4 

6 

1 

T 

1 

~3 

39 

School  for  Feeble- Minded. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation. 

- 

20 

5 

3 

- 

2 

4 

1 

- 

13 

2 

3 

53 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement,      . 
Withdrawn, 

4 

10 

1 

1 

1 

5 
2 

5 
1 

2 

1 

2 

- 

3 

1 

6 
2 

1 

40 
8 

Total 

4 

11 

1 

1 

7 

6 

3 

2 

- 

4 

8 

1 

48 

State  Almshouse. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation. 

42 

32 

42 

53 

25 

29 

21 

19 

18 

29 

11 

63 

384 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement,     . 
Withdrawn, 

28 
13 

23 

7 
2 

18 
9 

1 

31 
10 
3 

19 

7 
7 

12 
13 

5 

14 

6 

17 
2 
3 

4 

7 
3 

24 
11 

1 

15 

12 
5 

28 
16 
4 

233 
113 
35 

Total 

42 

32 

28 

44 

33 

30 

20 

22 

14 

36 

32 

48 

381 

State  Farm. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

2 

1 

3 

2 

20 

- 

6 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

30 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement,     . 
Withdrawn, 

1 
2 

2 

2 

_ 

4 

1 
6 

1 

3 
4 

3 

1 

- 

2 

1 

1 

1 

16 
18 
1 

Total,         .... 

3 

2 

2 

- 

4 

8 

7 

4 

- 

3 

1 

1 

35 
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1898. 

1899. 

Establishments  —  Particu- 
lars. 
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Total  for  Insane  aiid  Idiots. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

106 

178 

114 

164 

123 

121 

103 

188  Ills 

174 

143 

166 

1,695 

Settlement,  .... 
No  settlement,     . 
Withdrawn, 

83 
29 

1 

125 
18 

1 

100 
12 

87 
8 

1 

123 
20 

149 
17 

76 

10 

1 

160     46 
12      12 
-       2 

168 

32 

4 

140 
36 

162 
11 

1 

1,419 

217 

20 

Total 

113 

144 

112 

96 

143 

166 

87 

172 

60 

204 

185 

174 

1,656 

Total  for  Paupers. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

44 

33 

45 

55 

45 

29 

27 

19 

19 

29 

11 

64 

420 

Settlement 

No  settlement,     . 
Withdrawn, 

29 
15 

1 

25 

7 
2 

20 
9 

1 

31 
10 
3 

19 
11 

7 

13 
19 
6 

17 
10 

20 
3 
3 

4 
7 
3 

26 
12 

1 

16 

12 

5 

29 
'I 

249 
131 
36 

Total,         .... 

45 

34 

30 

44 

37 

38 

27 

26 

14 

39 

33 

49 

416 

Aggregates. 

Cases  entered  for  investigation, 

150 

211 

159 

219 

168 

150 

130 

207 

134 

203 

154 

230 

2,115 

Settlement 

No  settlement,     . 
Withdrawn, 

112 

44 

2 

150 

25 

3 

120 
21 

1 

118 
18 

4 

142 
31 

7 

162 

36 

6 

93 
20 

1 

180 

15 

3 

50 
19 
5 

194 

44 

5 

156 
48 
14 

191 

1,668 

348 

56 

Total 

158 

178 

142 

140 

180 

204 

114 

198     74  ,243 

218 

223 

1 

2,072 

Cases  pending  October  1,  1898, 
Cases  pending  October  1,  1899, 


301 
344 


The  amount  charged  cities,  towns,  and  kindred  for  the 
support  at  State  Institutions  of  patients  originally  entered 
as  State  charges,  but  afterwards  ascertained  either  to  have 
local  settlements  or  to  be  properly  chargeable  to  private 
account,  was  $106,293.32.  Of  this  amount,  $46,126.10  was 
for  inmates  of  the  State  Insane  Hospitals,  $7,344.92  for 
inmates  of  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Dipsomaniacs  and 
Inebriates,  $2,372.85  for  inmates  of  the  Massachusetts  School 
for  the  Feeble-Minded,  $28,854.34  for  inmates  of  the  State 
Almshouse,  $17,568.52  for  inmates  of  the  State  Farm,  $84.50 
for  inmates  of  the  Hospital  Cottages  for  Children,  $3,942.09 
for  inmates  of  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Epileptics. 

The  following  table  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done,  dur- 
ing the  official  year,  in  the  investigation  of  settlements  of 
the  poor  of  the  several  cities  and  towns  :  — 
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1898 

• 

1899. 

Settlements. 

o 
1 

S 
a; 
> 

O 

a 

1 

1 

< 

>> 

a 

a 

>> 

i 

s 
be 

1 
1 

"a 

1 

Sick  State  Poor. 

Casea  investigated, 

355 

316 

365 

336 

258 

385 

513 

100 

377 

488 

293 

415 

4,201 

Settlements,      . 
Persons  settled, 

23 
42 

28 
39 

31 
31 

16 
20 

18 
34 

33 
71 

34 

58 

18 
36 

21 
25 

57 
76 

39 
57 

16 
36 

334 
525 

Wife  Settlement. 

Cases  investigated. 

17 

17 

19 

21 

26 

49 

53 

16 

19 

17 

13 

14 

281 

Settlement, 
Persons  settled, 

- 

1 
1 

2 
2 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

1 
1 

_ 
_ 

7 
7 

Temporary  Aid. 

Cases  investigated. 

Ill 

79 

122 

104 

119 

188 

187 

94 

74 

62 

80 

45 

1,265 

Settlements,      . 
Persons  settled. 

14 
35 

17 
52 

14 
44 

34 
125 

30 
106 

38 
107 

50 
189 

12 
39 

7 
31 

14 
47 

15 

58 

8 
32 

253 
865 

Burial. 

Cases  investigated. 

- 

192 

193 

15 

12 

74 

36 

27 

132 

5 

91 

17 

794 

Settlements,      . 
Persons  settled. 

- 

1 
1 

- 

- 

- 

2 
2 

1 
1 

1 
1 

2 
2 

- 

1 
1 

- 

8 
8 

Totals. 

Cases  investigated, 

483 

604 

699 

476 

415 

696 

789 

237 

602 

572 

477 

491 

6,541 

Settlements, 
Persons  settled, 

37 

77 

47 
93 

47 
77 

61 
146 

49 
141 

74 
181 

85 
248 

31 
76 

30 
58 

71 
123 

56 
117 

24 
68 

602 
1,405 

Hemovals. 
The  Board  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  removing  all  sane 
paupers  not  belonging  in  Massachusetts  to  the  State  or  place 
where  they  belong.     The  following  table  shows  the  removals 
made  during  the  past  official  year  :  — 


Removed  'from  — 

REMOVED  TO  — 

State 
Almshouse. 

state 
Farm. 

Local 
Office. 

Totals. 

Other  states, 

242 

64 

86 

392 

Other  countries,     .... 

211 

17 

23 

251 

Overseers  of  Poor, 

74 

- 

- 

74 

Town  of  residence, 

1,097 

772 

13 

1,882 

Support  at  State  Farm, 

167 

- 

- 

167 

Support  at  State  Almsliouse, 

- 

49 

- 

49 

Totals 

1,791 

902 

122 

2,815 
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After  the  traosfers  to  town  and  private  account,  and  the 
removals  from  the  several  institutions  named,  had  been  made, 
there  remained  in  the  institutions,  September  30,  1899,  2,015 
persons,  mostly  classed  as  insane,  to  be  supported  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Commonwealth,  as  follows  :  — 

Danvers  Insane  Hospital, 187 

Worcester  Insane  Hospital,  .         .         • 228 

Taunton  Insane  Hospital, 187 

Westborough  Insane  Hospital, 168 

Northampton  Insane  Hospital, 82 

Medfield  Insane  Asylum,  • 233 

Worcester  Insane  Asylum, 135 

Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Dipsomaniacs  and  Inebriates,  .        .  76 

Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Epileptics, 60 

Massachusetts  School  for  Feeble-Minded, 102 

Hospital  Cottages  for  Children, 30 

State  Almshouse,  Lunatic  Ward, .  327 

State  Asylum  for  Insane  Criminals  (State  Farm),       ,        .        .  205 

2,015 
The  State  Minor  Wards. 

The  State  minor  wards  are  naturally  divisible  into  four 
classes,  namely,  juvenile  offenders,  neglected  children,  de- 
pendent children,  and  pauper  infants. 

Juvenile  offenders  are  children  between  the  ages  of  seven 
and  seventeen  years,  convicted  of  crime  or  misdemeanor, 
and  committed  by  the  courts  to  the  custody  of  the  State 
Board  of  Charity,  to  the  Lyman  School  for  Boys  (if  under 
fifteen  years  of  age),  or  to  the  State  Industrial  School  for 
Girls. 

Neglected  children  are  children  between  three  and  sixteen 
years  of  age,  who,  by  reason  of  the  wilful  neglect  of  their 
parents,  are  committed  by  the  courts  to  the  custody  of  the 
Board. 

Dependent  children  are  children  between  three  and  sixteen 
years  of  age,  without  local  settlement,  who,  by  reason  of 
orphanage,  or  the  poverty  of  their  parents,  are  dependent 
upon  the  State  for  their  support.  The  greater  part  of  them 
come  into  the  care  of  the  Board  directly  from  the  State 
Almshouse. 

Pauper  infants  are  indigent  and  neglected  children  under 
three  years  of  age,  who  come  under  the  care  of  the  Board, 
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( 1 )  through  commitQient  by  Overseers  of  the  Poor  or  by  the 
courts;   (2)  directly  from  the  State  Ahushouse ;  and  under 
the    several    laws    providing,    (3)    that   legitimate    children 
under  three  years  of  age  may  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the 
Board  by  parents  and  guardians  unable  to  support  them  ; 
(4)- that  illegitimate  children  under  two  years  of  age  may  be 
given  up  by  their  mothers  for  adoption  ;  (5)  that  illegitimate 
children  under  three  years  of  age  may  be  removed  from  their 
boarding  places  when  their  lives  are  in  danger  through  the 
neglect  or  incompetency  of  those  having  them  in  charge. 
Before  the  trials  of  juvenile  oifenders  and  neglected  chil- 
dren, notice  must  be  given  by  the  courts  to  the  State  Board, 
and  also  to  the  parents  and  guardians  of  the  children  ;  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  agents  of  the  Board,  appointed  to  attend 
the  trials,  to  possess  themselves  of  all  important  facts  relat- 
ing to  each  case,  in  order  that  they  ma}^  be  able  to  protect 
the  interests  of  the  child,  and  consult  with  the  magistrates 
as  to  the  best  disposition  of  the  case. 

When  juvenile  offenders  are  committed  to  the  custody  of 
the  Board,  they  are  generally  placed  at  once  in  some  selected 
family  in  Massachusetts,  or  elsewhere  in  New  England. 
Sometimes,  when  the  offence  is  slight,  and  the  home  is 
exceptionally  good,  they  are  placed  with  their  parents  on 
probation.  Some  of  them  are  temporarily  cared  for  in 
special  families,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  Board. 
The  Board  is  authorized,  in  cases  where  fiimily  trial  proves 
unsuccessful,  to  transfer  children,  under  the  original  mit- 
timus, to  the  Lyman  School  or  the  State  Industrial  School. 
Dependent  and  neglected  children  coming  under  the  care 
of  the  Board,  if  incapable  of  self-support,  are  placed  at  once 
in  families  at  board,  or,  if  able  to  support  themselves,  in 
such  families  without  payment  for  board ;  and  prior  to  such 
placing  they  may  be  temporarily  provided  for  in  two  special 
families  in  the  immediate  vicinit}^  of  Boston. 

All  of  these  children  are  constantly  visited  and  closely 
watched  by  the  visitors  of  the  Division  of  State  Minor 
Wards,  and  are  changed  from  place  to  place  whenever  it 
may  seem  advisable.  Ph^^sical  examinations  of  all  infants 
received  are  made  by  the  medical  visitors  of  the  Board. 
Most    of  them    are  first    sent    to    the    temporary    nursery, 
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where  they  are  bathed  and  clothed  and  are  given  such 
medical  and  surgical  treatment  as  may  be  required. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  official  year,  September  30,  1899, 
there  were  3,501  children*  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the 
Board,  502  of  them  being  in  institutions,  1,727  self-sup- 
porting, and  1,272  at  board  in  families.  Of  the  495  in 
institutions,  50  were  in  the  State  Almshouse,  —  33  of  them 
being  pauper  infants  in  care  of  their  mothers,  1  a  feeble- 
minded child,  3  pauper  children  awaiting  placing  (these 
3  were  all  placed  in  families  during  the  following  month), 
and  13  children  undergoing  hospital  treatment,  viz.,  5 
neglected  children  in  the  custody  of  the  Board,  1  juvenile 
offender  in  the  custody  of  the  Board,  1  juvenile  offender 
transferred  from  the  State  Industrial  School,  and  6  pauper 
children.  Of  the  other  3,458  children,  604  were  classed  as 
dependent  children,  984  as  neglected  children,  1,638  as 
juvenile  offenders,  and  232  as  infants.  The  dependent  and 
neglected  children  and  the  infants  were  in  the  custody  of  the 
Board.  Of  the  1,638  juvenile  offenders,  390  were  in  the 
custody  of  the  Board,  289  in  the  Lyman  School  for  Boys, 
163  in  the  State  Industrial  School  for  Girls,  523  in  the 
custody  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Lyman  School,  outside  the 
School,  and  273  in  the  custody  of  the  Trustees  of  the  State 
Industrial  School,  outside  the  School. 

The  same  statement  may  be  made  in  tabular  form,  as 
follows  :  — 

*  This  number  does  not  include  the  pauper  children  of  the  cities  and  towns  sub- 
ject to  the  visitation  of  the  Board ;  these  are  reported  on  in  later  pages  of  this  Report. 
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Classification  of  State  Minor  Wards ^  September  30^  1899. 


-» 

1 

"3 

Custody  of  State  Board,   . 

Lyman  School, 

State  Industrial  School,     . 
Custody  of  Lyman  School, 
Custody  of  State  Industrial  School,  . 

604 

984 

390 
289 
163 
523 
273 

232 

2,210 
289 
163 
523 
273 

State  Almshouse  (paupers),     . 

604 
9 

984 
1 

1,638 

232 
33 

3,458 
43 

613 

985 

1,638 

265 

3,501 

In  connection  with  the  accompanying  chart,  the  following 
table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  State  children  of  all  ages, 
in  institutions,  in  families  without  board,  and  in  families 
with  board,  at  the  close  of  the  official  years  1866,  1876, 
1886,  1887,  1888,  1889,  1890,  1891,  1892,  1893,  1894,  1895, 
1896,  1897,  1898,  1899:  — 


CHART  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  DEPENDENT  AND  NEGLECTED  CHILDREN 
At  the  Close  of  thb  Ofkiciaj.  Years,  1866, 


AND  JUVENILE  OFFENDERS  IN  INSTITUTIONS,  IN  FAMILIES  WITHOUT  BOARD  AND  IN  FAMILIES  WITH  BOARD. 
187C,  1886,  1887,   1888,  1889,   1890,  1891,   1892,   1893,  1894,   1896,   1896,  1897,  1898,   1899. 


SEPrraiBEi.  30, 
1866. 

1876. 

SEPPEMBIiR    30. 

1886. 

SliFrBMIlER   30, 

1887. 

Skptembkh  30, 
1888. 

SlilTEMJlKB    30. 

1889. 

SKriEMIIEI.  30, 

1890. 

September  30. 
1891, 

Sei^ember  30, 
1892, 

Sehember  30, 
1898, 

Seitember  30, 
1894, 

1896. 

Sei-iember  30. 
1896. 

September  30, 
1897. 

SEPrEMBER    30, 

1898. 

September  30,      | 
1899.              II 
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Children  over  Three   Years  of  Age, 

Of  the  children  over  three  years  of  age,  October  1,  1898, 
897  were  regularly  at  board.  To  this  number  there  were 
added  during  the  year  336,  making  a  total  of  1,233  children 
regularly  at  board  in  the  course  of  the  year.  Of  these  1 ,233, 
free  homes  were  found,  with  other  than  relatives,  for  130, 
there  were  released  to  parents  and  relatives  70,  9  were 
adopted,  3  eloped,  3  died,  and  18  were  placed  in  various 
State  institutions,  leaving  1,000  at  board  September  30, 1899. 

Of  these  1,000,  125  were  juvenile  offenders  temporarily  at 
board  ;  the  remaining  875  dependent  and  neglected  children 
were  almost  all  under  twelve  years  of  age,  and  about  three- 
fourths  of  them  were  under  ten.  In  addition  to  the  9  boarded 
children  adopted,  22  other  neglected  or  dependent  children, 
not  at  board,  were  also  adopted;  making  a  total  of  31  chil- 
dren over  three  years  of  age  adopted  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  the  children  over  three  years 
of  age  during  the  year  by  the  paid  visitors  of  the  Board  was 
7,426,  and  the  number  made  by  the  Auxiliary  Visitors  was 
761. 

By  reference  to  the  table  on  page  47,  it  will  be  seen  that 
a  considerable  proportion  of  the  children  are  placed  and 
boarded  in  the  western  counties  of  the  State.  Berkshire, 
Franklin,  Hampden  and  Hampshire  counties  combined  had 
841  children,  while  all  the  rest  had  1,289;  Maine  had  63, 
New  Hampshire  54,  Vermont  187,  Rhode  Island  10,  Con- 
necticut 104  and  other  States  14. 

It  may  be  further  stated  that  101  of  the  towns  in  Massa- 
chusetts had  no  children.  A  considerable  number  of  the 
remainder  had  one  or  two  children  only.  Boston  had  166, 
Cambridge  91,  Ludlow  59,  Belchertown  56,  Springfield  53, 
Worthington  43,  Worcester  40,  Enfield  37,  Southwick  32, 
Amherst  31,  Wilbraham  30,  and  the  others  from  3  to  25 
each.  The  towns  having  children  were  as  follows  :  Abing- 
ton,  Acton,  Acushnet,  Adams,  Agawam,  Amesbury,  Am- 
herst, Andover,  Ashburnham,  Ashfield,  Ashland,  Athol, 
Attleborough,  Avon,  Ayer,  Barnstable,  Barre,  Belchertown, 
Belmont,  Berkley,  Berlin,  Bernardston,  Beverly,  Black- 
stone,  Blandford,  Boston,  Bourne,  Boxford,  Boylston, 
Bradford,    Braintree,    Bridgewater,    Brimfield,    Brockton, 
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Brookfield,    Brookline,   Buckland,  Burlington,   Cambridge, 
Canton,   Carver,  Charlemont,  Charlton,  Chatham,  Chelms- 
ford,   Chelsea,    Chester,    Chesterfield,    Chicopee,    Clinton, 
Cohasset,  Colrain,  Concord,  Conway,  Cottage  City,  Cum- 
mington,    Danvers,    Dedham,    Deerfield,    Dennis,    Dover, 
Dudley,   Duxbury,   Eastham,  Easthampton,  Easton,  Egre- 
mont,    Enfield,    Erving,    Everett,    Fairhaven,    Fall    River, 
Falmouth,  Fitchburg,  Foxborough,  Framingham,  Franklin, 
Gardner,  Georgetown,   Gill,  Gloucester,  Goshen,  Grauby, 
Granville,  Great  Barrington,  Greenfield,  Greenwich,  Groton, 
Hadley,  Hamilton,  Hampden,  Hanover,  Hanson,  Hardwick, 
Harvard,    Harwich,    Hatfield,    Haverhill,    Hawley,    Heath, 
Hingham,  Hinsdale,  Holbrook,  Holden,  HoUiston,  Holyoke, 
Hubbardston,  Hudson,  Huntington,  Hyde  Park,   Ipswich, 
Jefferson,    Lancaster,    Lawrence,    Lee,    Leicester,    Lenox, 
Leominster,  Leverett,  Lexington,  Leyden,  Littleton,  Long- 
meadow,    Lowell,   Ludlow^   Lunenburg,   Lynn,   Lynnfield, 
Maiden,  Mansfield,  Marlborough,  Mashpee,  Medfield,  Med- 
ford,  Melrose,  Methuen,  Middleborough,  Middlefield,  Milford, 
Millis,  Milton,  Monsou,  Montague,  Monterey,  Montgomery, 
Nantucket,  Natick,  Needham,  New  Bedford,  New  Braintree, 
New    Marlborough,   New    Salem,  Newbury,  Newburyport, 
Newton,    North    Brookfield,    Northampton,    Northborough, 
Northbridge,  Northfield,  Norton,  Norwell,  Norwood,  Oak- 
ham, Orange,  Oxford,  Palmer,  Peabody,  Pelham,  Pepperell, 
Petersham,  Pittsfield,  Plainfield,  Plymouth,  Prescott,  Quincy, 
Randolph,  Raynham,  Reading,  Revere,  Richmond,  Rockland, 
Rowe,  Rowley,  Royalston,  Russell,  Rutland,  Salem,  Sand- 
wich,   Saugus,    Savoy,    Scituate,    Sharon,    Sheffield,    Shel- 
burne,  Sherborn,  Shirley,  Shrewsbury,  Shutesbury,  Somerset, 
Somerville,    South   Hadley,    Southampton,   Southborough, 
Southbridge,    Southwick,    Spencer,     Springfield,    Sterling, 
Stockbridge,  Stoneham,  Stoughton,  Stow,  Sturbridge,  Sud- 
bury, Sunderland,  Sutton,  Sw^ampscott, Taunton,  Templeton, 
Tewksbury,  Townsend,  Truro,   U})ton,   Wakefield,  Wales, 
Walpole,   Waltham,    Ware,    Warren,   Wa^^hington,   Watcr- 
tow^n,  Wellesley,  West  Brookfield,  Westborough,  Westfiold, 
Westhampton,  Westminster,  Weston,  Westport,  Weymouth, 
Whately,  Whitman,  Wilbrahara,   Williamsburg,    Williams- 
town,  Winchendon,  Winchester,  Windsor,  Winthrop,  Wo- 
burn,  Worcester,  Worthington,  Wrentham,  Yarmouth. 
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The  towns  in  Maine  having  children  were  as  follows : 
Bangor,  Bath,  Bethel,  Bolster's  Mills,  Bucksport,  Bruns- 
wick, Cedar  Grove,  Dexter,  Dresden,  Durham,  East  Dix- 
mont,  Farmington,  Freeport,  Kennehunk,  Kent's  Hill, 
Lovell,  Maj^lewood,  Munroe,  Newtield,  Newry,  North 
Bridgton,  North  Monroe,  North  Waterford,  Norway, 
Ogunquit,  Otisfield,  Paris,  Portland,  Richmond,  Romford 
Falls,  Saco,  South  Dresden,  South  Jefferson,  South  Harps- 
well,  Stillwater,  Sweden,  Wales,  Wells  Beach,  West 
Dresden,  Winthrop,  Woolwich,  York  Village,  Yarmouth. 

The  towns  in  New  Hampshire  having  children  w^ere : 
Ackworth,  Alstead,  Ashland,  Berlin,  Chocorua,  Derry, 
Dorry  Depot,  Durham,  Exeter,  East  Westmoreland,  Haver- 
hill, Henniker,  Hillsborough  Bridge,  Laconia,  Manchester, 
^leredith  Centre,  Nashua,  New  Boston,  New  Hampton,  New 
Market,  Plainfield,  Portsmouth,  Salem  Depot,  State  Line, 
Temple,  Tilton,  West  Derr}^  West  Chesterfield,  Westmore- 
land, West  Rindge,  AVinchester,  Winona. 

The  tow^ns  in  Vermont  having  children  were  :  Andover, 
Bakersfield,  Bellows  Falls,  Bennington,  Bethel,  Brandon, 
Brattleborough,  Bridge  water,  Chester,  Colchester,  East  Berk- 
shire, East  Dover,  Fayston,  Gassett,  Grafton,  Guilford,  Guil- 
ford Centre,  Halifax,  Hartford,  Jacksonville,  Jamaica, 
Jonesville,  Landgrove,  Marlborough,  Middlesex,  Mont- 
gomery, Montpelier,  Moretow^n,  Newfane,  North  Duxbury, 
North  Hartland,  North  Huntington,  North  Londonderry, 
North  Pownal,  Plymouth,  Putney,  Randolph  Centre,  St. 
Johnsbury,  Saxton's  River,  Simondsville,  South  Duxbury, 
South  Glastenbury,  South  Londonderr}^  South  Windham, 
Springfield,  Stow^e,  Sudbury,  Townshend,  Vernon,  Waits- 
field,  Wardsborough,  Waterbury,  ■  West  Brattleborough, 
West  Dummerston,  AVestminster,  West  Wardsborough, 
White  River  Junction,  Windham,  Williamsville,  Wilming- 
ton, Woodstock. 

The  towms  in  Rhode  Island  having  children  were  :  Block 
Island,  Bristol,  Davisville,  East  Greenwich,  Greenwich, 
Little  Compton,  Lonsdale,  Newport,  Pawtucket,  Provi- 
dence, Woonsocket. 

The  towns  in  Connecticut  having  children  were  :  Bark- 
hamsted,   Bridgeport,   Canton,    Chestnut    Hill,    Colchester, 
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Colebrook  River,  Collinsville,  Columbia,  Derby,  East  Hart- 
land,  Ellington,  Elliott,  Enfield,  Gildersleeve,  Glastonbury, 
Granby,  Groton,  Harapsted,  Hanover,  Hartford,  Hartland, 
Jewett  City,  Lebanon,  Ledyard,  Leonard's  Bridge,  Liberty 
Hill,  Middletown,  Montville,  Mystic,  Naubuc,  New  Britain, 
New  Hartford,  New  London,  Norfolk,  North  Canton,  North 
Franklin,  North  Wilton,  Norwich,  Norwichtown,  Portland, 
Preston,  Ridgefield,  Riverton,  Rockfall,  Rockville,  Rocky 
Hill,  Salem,  Scitico,  Somers,  Somersville,  South  Glastonbury, 
South  Manchester,  Stafford,  Stafford  Springs,  Staffordville, 
Stoniogton,  Suffield,  Tariffville,  Thompson,  Thompsonville, 
Torrington,  Waterbury,  West  Granby,  West  Hartford, 
West  Hartland,  West  Suffield,  West  Willington,  West 
Winsted,  Willimantic,  Wilton,  Winchester,  Windsor  Locks, 
Winhall,  Winsted. 

Abstracts  of  Histories  of  Children. 

A  few  abstracts  of  histories  of  typical  cases  of  children 
are  here  presented. 

M.  K.,  and  her  four  sisters,  aged  10,  8,  7,  5  and  3  years, 
were  committed  as  neglected,  last  September ;  the  mother 
was  dead,  but  she  was  said  to  have  been  a  very  respectable 
woman  ;  the  father  was  an  intelligent,  well-meaning  man, 
but  given  to  drink.  The  children  were  unusually  bright 
and  pretty  ;  the  three  older  were  placed  together  at  board, 
and  good  free  homes  were  found  for  the  other  two.  Later, 
free  homes  were  found  for  two  others,  and  but  one  now 
remains  at  board.  They  are  a  very  desirable  family  of  girls, 
and  are  all  doing  well. 

E.  K.,  10  years  old,  was  committed  two  and  one-half 
years  ago  and  placed  in  the  family  of  a  maiden  lady  and  her 
father  at  board,  no  other  children  being  in  the  family. 
There  is  a  constant  record  of  petty  thieving  and  begging, 
with  intervals  of  penitence,  writing  letters  to  her  visitor, 
telling  her  misdemeanors,  and  begging  forgiveness.  There 
is  a  slight  improvement  at  the  present  time.  The  child  says 
she  ''can't  help  it." 

E.  McL,  a  colored  child,  illegitimate,  5  years  old,  of  a 
very  bad  mother.  She  was  committed  in  July  last  as  a 
neglected  child.     She  was  apparently  paralyzed,  having  im- 
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perfect  use  of  her  legs  and  arms ;  would  not  talk  or  wait 
upon  herself;  was  as  untidy  as  an  infant;  would  sit  in  a 
rocking  chair  and  rock  all  day,  if  allowed,  with  back  bent 
over  like  an  old  woman,  —  a  most  discouraging  spectacle. 
She  remained  at  a  temporary  boarding-place  for  a  few  weeks 
till  it  could  be  decided  where  to  place  her,  and  she  was 
then  placed  at  board  with  a  motherly  old  woman,  who  prom- 
ised her  best  efforts  towards  waking  up  the  child.  An 
older  girl  in  the  home,  also  a  ward  of  the  State,  was  en- 
couraged to  help  and  teach  her.  A  visit  recently  made  to 
the  child  shows  great  improvement  in  six  weeks.  She  now 
asks  for  what  she  wants,  has  learned  to  be  neat  in  her  per- 
son, and  attends  Sunday-school  regularly;  and  the  family 
propose  entering  her  at  a  kindergarten  day  school  this 
winter. 

A.  P.,  when  12  years  of  age,  was  committed  to  the 
custody  of  the  Board  by  a  Police  Court  for  stubbornness. 
She  had  been  saucy,  and  was  beyond  the  control  of  her 
parents.  She  refused  to  go  to  school,  and  had  been  guilty 
of  several  petty  larcenies.  She  was  first  placed  in  the  State 
Primary  School,  and  then  on  trial  in  a  private  family,  but 
she  was  so  difficult  to  manage  that  she  had  to  be  transferred 
frequently;  and  finally,  when  15  years  of  age,  she  was  com- 
mitted to  the  State  Industrial  School.  After  remaining  in  the 
School  two  years,  she  was  again  placed  in  a  private  family. 
She  behaved  well  for  six  months,  when  it  was  reported  that 
she  was  sullen  and  not  inclined  to  work,  and  was  at  times 
untruthful  and  stubborn.  She  was  relocated,  and  since  then 
she  has  steadily  improved,  the  visitor  reporting  a  year  ago 
that  *'it  hardly  seems  possible  that  A.  could  make  such 
improvement."  No  complaints  have  been  received  during 
the  last  year,  and  the  girl  has  made  many  friends.  She  will 
have  one  more  year  of  State  care,  and  there  is  a  fair  prospect 
of  her  development  into  a  good  woman. 

M.  D.  was  committed  to  the  State  Industrial  School  by  a 
Police  Court,  for  being  idle  and  disorderly,  when  she  was 
16  years  of  age.  She  had  kept  bad  company,  and  had  fre- 
quented houses  of  ill  fame.  After  being  in  the  School  a 
little  more  than  a  year,  she  was  placed  in  a  private  family ; 
she  was  soon  relocated,  however,  but  not  on  account  of  any 


1900.]  PUBLIC   DOCUMENT  — No.  17.  43 

fault  of  hers.  The  next  report  stated  :  **  She  is  happy  and 
doing  well  in  every  way,  seems  now  to  have  a  knowledge 
of  right  and  wrong,  and  tries  to  do  her  best."  The  next 
report  stated  ;  '*  She  has  corrected  many  of  her  faults,  and 
is  trying  hard  to  keep  a  good  name."  She  continued  to  do 
well,  and  was  finally  honorably  discharged  one  month  before 
her  twenty-first  birthday.     She  has  recently  been  married. 

E.  J.  S.,  when  11  years  of  age,  was  committed  to  the 
custody  of  the  Board  by  the  Municipal  Court  of  Boston,  as 
a  neglected  child.  Her  parents  were  both  intemperate,  and 
the  home  was  frequented  by  low  company,  white  and  black. 
She  was  placed  in  a  private  family,  and  at  first  behaved  well, 
but  when  fourteen  years  of  age  began  to  show  that  her  in- 
stincts were  unpromising,  and  she  caused  the  family  much 
anxiety.  She  improved  greatly,  however,  in  the  next  two 
years,  the  family  caring  for  her  as  if  she  were  their  own 
daughter.  She  has  continued  to  do  well,  and  has  grown  to 
be  a  strong,  healthy  girl.     She  will  soon  reach  her  majority. 

A.  C,  15  years  old,  was  brought  into  court  upon  a  com- 
plaint of  stubbornness.  Investigation  revealed  these  facts  : 
A.  was  an  unusually  pretty,  well-mannered,  attractive  girl. 
Her  mother  was  dead,  and  her  father,  an  ignorant  man,  was 
never  free  from  the  influence  of  liquor.  The  home  was  such 
that  no  visitors  could  be  received  there  ;  so  A.  had  been 
going  out  with  young  men  and  staying  later  than  she  should. 
Her  father  and  sister  had  beaten  her  for  this,  and  she  finally 
left  home  and  found  work  elsewhere.  After  a  few  months 
her  father  learned  that  she  was  doing  dining-room  work  and 
rooming  in  the  city,  and  was  not  conducting  herself  properly  ; 
so  he  made  the  complaint  against  her.  The  girl  was  placed 
on  probation  ;  returned  to  her  home  and  went  to  work  again. 
One  night,  at  ten  o'clock,  she  came  to  the  visitor  and  said  she 
could  not  remain  at  home.  She  was  induced  to  return 
that  night ;  and  the  next  day,  with  the  permission  of  the 
court  and  her  father,  she  was  sent  to  do  housework  in  a 
country  home.  She  adapted  herself  to  her  new  environ- 
ment, made  herself  valuable  to  the  family,  and  gained  their 
aflfections.  Her  term  of  probation  expired  in  June  ;  but  she 
is  still  in  this  home,  where  she  is  perfectly  happy.  Her 
conduct  is  now  exemplary. 
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M.  K.,  a  juvenile  offender,  10  years  old,  was  one  of  four 
children  from  one  family  committed  to  the  custody  of  the 
Board  at  different  times  and  for  various  offences.  He  was  the 
least  attractive  of  the  four,  and  his  home  and  surroundings 
had  been  poor  and  degrading.  The  other  three  had  a  varied 
career,  only  one  serving  his  time  out  honorably,  but  he 
failed  to  persevere  in  good  conduct  after  his  return  home. 
M.,  however,  steadily  gained  in  character  and  ability,  and  fin- 
ished his  time  with  a  farmer,  with  whom  he  lived  three  years. 
He  is  now  17  3^ears  old,  and  a  place  has  been  found  for  him 
with  a  physician,  where  he  can  work  for  his  board  and 
clothes,  with  the  privilege  of  attending  school  regularly  ;  and 
the  prospect  is  that  he  will  graduate  from  the  local  academy. 

W.  S.,  a  dependent  child,  was  found  on  Washington  Street, 
Boston,  one  evening  in  winter.  He  was  well  dressed,  and 
was  supposed  to  be  a  lost  child  who  would  be  claimed  very 
soon.  He  was  about  4  years  old  when  found,  could  under- 
stand what  was  said  to  him,  but  could  not  speak  a  word. 
After  being  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Board,  he  was 
placed  at  board  in  a  private  family.  Nobody  came  to  claim 
him.  Shortly  after  his  commitment  he  was  very  ill  with 
meningitis,  and  recovered,  but  the  illness  left  him  frail  and 
feeble.  He  improved  rapidly  physically,  but  became  grad- 
ually simple-minded,  was  very  untidy  and  unable  to  wait 
upon  himself.  He  could  at  that  time  say  a  few  words,  but 
could  not  form  sentences.  Although  he  improved  somewhat 
during  the  next  three  years,  it  was  decided  to  place  him  in 
the  School  for  Feeble-minded  at  Waverley,  where  he  now  is. 

G.  F.,  a  dependent  child,  8  years  old,  an  Italian,  was 
taken  temporarily  into  the  custody  of  the  Board,  as  the 
mother  was  ill  with  typhoid  fever,  and  the  father,  a  laborer, 
was  unable  to  care  for  her.  The  mother  died,  and  the  child 
was  retained,  waiting  for  the  father  to  be  in  a  position  to 
take  her  and  support  her.  She  behaved  well,  attended  school 
regularly,  learned  English  rapidly,  and  made  many  little 
friends.  After  being  eleven  months  in  the  custody  of  the 
Board,  she  was  discharged  to  her  father,  who  had  married 
again,  and  had  established  a  good  home  for  the  child. 

I.  and  G.  B.,  dependent  children,  deserted  by  their  parents, 
were  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  Board  when  they  were  6 
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and  3  years  of  age,  respectively.  After  the  lapse  of  two  years 
the  parents  claimed  their  children,  but,  as  they  were  found 
to  be  intemperate  and  had  a  wretched  home,  their  petition 
was  refused.  The  children  did  well  at  school,  and  received 
faithful  care  in  an  excellent  family.  At  the  end  of  another 
year  the  parents  again  applied  for  their  release,  and,  it  being 
found  upon  investigation  that  the  father  had  worked  steadily, 
and  that  the  home  was  neat  and  comfortable,  the  children 
were  discharged,  having  been  three  years  in  the  custody  of 
the  Board. 

S.  J.  D.,  a  dependent  child,  illegitimate,  deserted  by  her 
mother,  was  taken  into  the  custody  of  the  Board  when  3 
years  of  age.  Soon  after  being  placed  in  a  private  family 
she  showed  that  she  had  untidy  habits,  and  was  so  trouble- 
some that  she  had  to  be  relocated.  Another  family  took  her 
and  became  devotedly  attached  to  her,  giving  her  ev^ery  care 
and  attention.  She  is  now  10  years  old,  is  strong  and  well, 
attentive  to  her  studies,  and  improved  in  her  general  behavior, 
but  her  vulgarity  and  bad  habits  continue,  in  spite  of  what 
has  been  done  for  her  both  medically  and  surgically,  and  in 
spite  of  the  judicious  and  loving  care  she  has  had.  It  re- 
mains to  be  seen  whether  she  will  develop  into  a  strong, 
clean-minded  girl,  or  not. 

Tables  concerning  Children. 
The  following  tables  give  the  location  or  condition  of  chil- 
dren over  three  years  of  age  visited  by  the  agents  of  the 
Board,  the  general  location  of  children  in  families  and  at 
board,  the  movement  of  the  several  classes  of  children  sub- 
ject to  visitation,  the  disposal  of  cases  of  indigent  and  neg- 
lected children  and  juvenile  offenders,  and  the  number  of 
visits  to  children  and  of  special  reports. 
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Location  of  Children  placed  in  Families^  September  30 ^  1899. 


LOCATION. 


Boys. 


Massachl'setts  : 

Barnstable  County,  . 
Berkshire  County,     . 
Bristol  County, 
Dukes  County, 
Essex  County,  . 
Franklin  County, 
Hampden  County,     . 
Hampshire  County,  . 
Middlesex  County,    . 
Norfolk  County, 
Plymouth  County,    . 
Suffolk  County,  ' 
Worcester  County,    . 

Total  in  Massachusetts, 

Maine,     ..... 

Vew  Hampshire,  . 

Nermont,         .... 

Rhode  Island, 

connecticl-t, 

Other  States,    .... 

Total, 


9 

47 

56 

48 

9 

57 

68 

37 

105 

1 

1 

2 

95 

62 

157 

89 

51 

140 

248 

66 

314 

242 

88 

330 

203 

197 

400 

53 

60 

113 

54 

43 

97 

110 

51 

161 

147 

51 

198 

1,367 

763 

2,130 

34 

29 

63 

29 

25 

54 

167 

20 

187 

7 

3 

10 

86 

18 

104 

- 

14 

14 

1,690 


872 


2,562 


Location  of  Children  at  Boards  September  30,  1899. 


LOCATION. 


Boys. 


MASSACHL'SETTS  : 

Barnstable  County,  . 
Berkshire  County,     . 
Bristol  County, 
Essex  County, 
Franklin  County, 
Hampden  County,     . 
Hampshire  County,  . 
Middlesex  County,    . 
Norfolk  County,    '    . 
Plymouth  County,     . 
Suffolk  County, 
"Worcester  County,    . 

Total  in  Massachusetts,     . 

Maine, 

New  HAiMPSHiRE,  .... 

Versiont 

Connecticut, 

Total,  .        .        .        . 


4 

8 

12 

7 

2 

9 

30 

19 

49 

32 

28 

60 

38 

33 

71 

150 

31 

181 

175 

58 

233 

71 

96 

167 

27 

36 

63 

41 

26 

67 

8 

10 

18 

49 

19 

68 

632 

366 

998 

14 

14 

28 

4 

4 

8 

13 

_ 

13 

9 

2 

11 

672 


386 


1,058 
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Number  of  Visits  to  Wards  and  Special  Reports  during  the  Official 

Year, 


MONTHS. 


Visits  to  Wards. 


1898. 

October, 

641 

77 

November, 

765 

50 

December, 

614 

47 

1899. 

January,        

830 

71 

February,       ..... 

335 

65 

March, 

590 

75 

April,     .         .         .        .         . 

512 

46 

May, 

661 

46 

June, 

535 

m 

July,      .        .        . 

630 

86 

August, 

545 

81 

September, 

868 

61 

Total,       .... 

7,426 

761 

Special  Reports. 


149 
112 
144 

134 
129 
135 
175 
135 
172 
150 
139 
122 


1,696 


10 

5 

11 

13 
11 
13 

27 
26 
15 
17 
18 
17 


183 


Infants. 
The  whole  number  of  infants,  or  children  under  three 
years  of  age,  in  charge  of  the  Board  at  the  beginning  of  the 
official  year,  October  1,  1898,  was  234  ;  the  number  received 
during  the  year  was  209  ;  making  the  whole  number  sup- 
ported during  the  year  443.  There  remained  at  the  close 
of  the  official  year,  September  30,  1899,  232.  Of  the  209 
infants  received,  138  were  committed  to  the  custody  of  the 
Board  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor ;  6  were  taken  from  the 
State  Almshouse ;  24  were  committed  by  the  Courts  ;  19 
were  removed  from  unsuitable  boarding-places ;  2  were 
taken  under  section  14,  and  20  under  section  15  of  chapter 
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318  of  the  Acts  of  1892.  Of  the  443  infants  supported,  40 
were  legally  adopted,  62  were  transferred  to  the  department 
for  older  children,  having  reached  the  age  of  three  years, 
54  were  discharged  to  parents  or  relatives,  7  were  discharged 
to  place  of  settlement,  and  48  died.  Of  the  remaining  232, 
11  were  on  trial  for  adoption,  without  expense  to  the  State. 
During  the  year  196  infants  were  received  at  the  nursery, 
5  of  whom  died. 

The  infants  remaining  at  board  at  the  end  of  the  oflScial 
year  were  in  the  following  cities  and  towns :  Acushnet, 
Ayer,  Boston,  Brockton,  Cambridge,  Chelsea,  Easton, 
Everett,  Framingham,  Lynn,  Maiden,  Medford,  Melrose, 
Newton,  North  Reading,  Reading,  Revere,  Saugus,  Somer- 
ville,  Stoughton,  Wakefield,  Walpole,  Weymouth,  Woburn. 
Those  on  trial  for  adoption  were  in  the  following  cities  and 
towns  :  Boston,  Gardner,  Ludlow,  Lynn,  Maiden,  Newbury- 
port,  Reading,  Somerville,  Mass.  ;  Manchester,  N.  H.  ; 
Providence,  R.  I. 

Most  of  the  infants  committed  from  the  cities  and  towns 
are  either  foundlings  or  those  deserted  by  parents  or  guar- 
dians. The  others  either  come  from  families  where,  by 
reason  of  illness  or  death,  the  remaining  members  are  unable 
to  support  them,  or  they  are  the  illegitimate  children  of 
mothers  who  are  unable  or  unfit  to  care  for  their  ojffspring. 
The  condition  of  the  138  infants  received  in  this  way  varies 
from  that  of  well-cared-for  children  of  parents  recently  de- 
prived of  means  of  support,  to  that  of  foundlings  moribund 
from  drugging,  exposure,  or  disease.  The  larger  number 
of  this  class  require  medical  or  surgical  treatment  when 
received. 

Infants  committed  by  the  courts  are  older  when  received 
than  those  of  the  other  classes,  and  less  liable,  therefore,  to 
diseases  incident  to  the  younger  infants.  While  these  chil- 
dren are  in  better  general  health,  they  are  almost  invariably 
filthy  in  person  and  clothing,  and  infested  with  vermin. 
Some  of  them  show  by  their  language  and  actions  the  effects 
of  bad  homes  and  examples. 

The  infants  received  from  institutions,  who  were  born  in 
the  institutions,  and  whose  mothers  have  died  or  are  insane, 
have  been  among  the  most  unpromising,  particularly  those 
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who  have  been  kept  there  for  any  length  of  time.  The  fact 
is  as  apparent  to-day  as  it  was  twenty  years  ago,  when  the 
boarding-out  system  was  adopted,  that  motherless  infants 
do  not  thrive  in  institutions,  and  that  the  best  results  are 
obtained  when  such  infants  are  sent  directly  to  selected 
homes. 

Of  the  two  infants  (both  boys)  who  were  taken,  during 
the  last  year,  under  section  14  of  chapter  318  of  the  Acts  of 
1892,  —  under  the  provisions  of  which  parents,  surviving 
parents,  or  guardians  may  place  children  under  three  years 
of  age  in  the  custody  of  the  State  Board,  to  be  provided  for 
temporarily  until  such  parents  or  guardians  are  again  in 
condition  to  support  them,  —  one  is  still  in  custody  ;  he  was 
taken  because  his  mother  was  intemperate.  The  other  was 
taken  from  a  widow,  who,  having  three  other  children,  was 
unable  to  provide  for  her  baby  while  she  went  out  to  work. 
This  child  was  discharged  to  his  mother,  after  having  been 
supported  eight  months. 

Section  15  of  chapter  318,  Acts  of  1892,  under  which  20 
children  were  taken,  is  as  follows  :  "  The  mother  of  an  ille- 
gitimate infant  under  two  years  of  age,  who  is  a  resident  of 
this  Commonwealth  and  who  has  previousl}^  borne  a  good 
character,  may,  upon  personal  application  to  the  state 
board  of  charity  and  with  the  consent  of  said  state  board, 
give  up  such  infant  to  said  state  board  for  the  purpose 
of  adoption,  such  giving  up  to  be  made  by  an  instrument 
in  writing  signed  by  the  mother ;  and  said  state  board  may 
in  its  discretion  and  on  such  conditions  as  it  may  impose 
receive  such  infant  and  provide  therefor  if  said  board  deem 
such  action  to  be  for  the  public  interest ;  and  such  giving  up 
shall  operate  as  a  consent  to  any  adoption  subsequently  ap- 
proved by  said  state  board."  Most  of  the  mothers  of  these 
infants  are  young  women  who  have  no  relatives  or  friends 
able  or  willing  to  assist  them,  and  who  are  unable  to  earn 
enough  to  support  themselves  and  their  children.  These 
children,  though  bottle-fed,  are,  as  a  rule,  in  better  condition 
than  the  other  classes,  for  the  reason  that  they  are  younger, 
and  have  not  been  so  long  exposed  to  unsanitary  conditions. 
ISIost  of  them  are  legally  adopted  before  they  reach  the  age 
of  three  years. 


54  STATE   BOARD   OF   CHARITY.  [elan. 

Chapter  309  of  the  Acts  of  1889,  as  amended  by  chapter 
276  of  the  Acts  of  1899,  under  which  19  children  were  re- 
moved, is  as  follows  :  **  Every  person  who  receives  for  board 
or  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  adoption  an  infant  under 
the  age  of  three  years  shall  use  due  diligence  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not  such  infant  is  illegitimate  ;  and  if  he  knows 
or  has  reason  to  believe  it  to  be  illegitimate,  shall  forthwith 
notify  the  state  board  of  charity  of  the  fact  of  such  recep- 
tion ;  and  said  board  and  its  officers  or  agents  may  enter 
and  inspect  any  building  where  they  may  have  reason  to 
believe  that  any  such  illegitimate  infant  is  boarded  and 
remove  such  infant  when  in  their  judgment  such  removal  is 
necessary,  by  reason  of  neglect,  abuse  or  other  cause,  in 
order  to  preserve  the  infant's  life  ;  and  such  infant  so  re- 
moved shall  be  in  the  custody  of  said  board  of  charity, 
which  shall  make  provision  therefor  according  to  law." 
The  condition  of  these  children  varies  according  to  the 
length  of  time  they  have  been  in  unfit  boarding-places  ;  for 
instance,  in  one  of  these  homes  may  be  found  two  or  three 
infants  ;  one  recently  taken  may  be  in  fair  condition,  another 
who  has  been  there  several  days  in  a  worse  condition,  and 
a  third  who  has  been  there  still  longer  may  be  dying ; 
while  the  room  is  in  disorder,  the  air  vile,  the  beds  and  bed- 
ding filthy  and  vermin-infested,  the  nursing  bottles  dirty, 
the  food  unsuitable,  the  clothing  ragged  and  wet.  The 
bodies  of  these  children  are  often  emaciated,  the  parts 
covered  by  the  soiled  clothing  are  excoriated,  and  the  babies* 
constant  moanings  are  pitiable. 

Of  the  19  infants  removed,  7  were  discharged  to  relatives 
and  friends  after  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  4  died,  1  was 
adopted,  and  7  remain  ;  one  of  these  is  on  trial  for  adoption. 

Applications  for  infants  to  board  increase  from  year  to 
year  and  have  been,  as  usual,  in  excess  of  our  need.  Most 
of  the  children  are  placed  in  homes  in  suburban  towns  within 
fifteen  or  twenty  miles  of  Boston. 

There  were  40  legal  adoptions  of  infants  during  the  year,  — 
an  increase  of  4  over  last  year.  Every  efibrt  continues  to  be 
made  to  secure  permanent  homes  for  infants  eligible  for  adop- 
tion. A  large  proportion  of  these  children,  however,  cannot 
be  adopted,  as,  for  example,  those  having  parents  who  refuse 
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to  give  their  consent,  those  taken  temporarily,  and  tho?e 
who  are  deformed  or  defective. 

The  rate  of  mortality  was  10.83  per  cent. ,  a  slight  decrease, 
as  compared  with  the  preceding  year ;  the  summer  months 
were  rather  more  favorable  to  infant  life  than  those  of  the 
preceding  year. 

The  medical  officers  made  3,344  visits  during  the  year. 

The  Board  often  finds  it  difficult  to  enforce  the  provi- 
sions of  the  laws  relating  to  the  abandonment  of  infants. 
A  striking  instance  of  this  occurred  recently.  A  woman 
who  was  licensed  to  maintain  a  boarding-house  for  infants 
violated  the  law  by  taking  a  third  baby  to  board,  and,  as 
the  money  for  its  support  was  not  readily  paid  by  the  child's 
mother,  the  woman  took  the  child  into  the  North  Station, 
in  Boston,  and  deliberately  left  it  on  a  bench.  The  child 
was  committed  to  the  Board  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
In  a  few  days  the  child's  mother  went  to  see  her  child 
and  found  it  gone,  and  the  woman  told  her  what  she  had 
done.  The  child  was  discharged  to  its  mother  after  she  had 
satisfactorily  established  her  identity.  A  complaint  was  at 
once  made  against  the  woman  for  abandonment;  she  was 
arrested,  arraigned,  and  pleaded  guilty.  At  this  point  a 
clergyman  in  the  court  room  addressed  the  court  and  asked 
that  the  case  be  continued,  in  order  to  have  the  prisoner 
represented  by  counsel.  The  plea  of  guilty  was  withdrawn 
and  the  case  was  continued,  the  prisoner  being  placed  under 
$300  bonds.  Before  the  trial,  and  before  the  court  had 
heard  any  of  the  evidence,  a  petition,  signed  by  a  number 
of  citizens,  was  filed  with  the  judge,  asking  for  merc3^  The 
woman  was  subsequently  proven  guilty,  and  the  court  so 
adjudged  her.  When  the  question  of  sentence  was  con- 
sidered, the  court  ordered  the  prisoner  to  be  examined,  in 
order  to  determine  her  mental  condition.  The  examining 
physicians  found  her  not  insane,  but  in  poor  health  physi- 
cally ;  and  on  this  ground,  and  on  the  ground  that  her 
license  would  be  revoked  anyway,  they  recommended  that 
she  be  placed  on  probation,  which  was  done. 

In  all  cases  of  abandonment  the  facts  are  carefully  con- 
sidered before  a  complaint  is  made  by  the  officers    of  the 
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Board.  If  a  woman  who  has  deserted  her  child  comes  for- 
ward and  satisfies  the  Board's  agents  that  she  will  take  good 
care  of  her  child  in  future,  no  complaint  is  made;  and  only 
the  more  flagrant  cases  are  prosecuted  ;  so  that  it  is  dis- 
couraging to  have  women  who  have  been  proven  guilty 
placed  on  probation,  or  their  cases  dismissed. 

Licensed  Boarding-houses  for  Infants, 
During  the  last  oflScial  year,  222  licenses  to  maintain 
boarding-houses  for  infants  were  granted  by  the  Board  in 
43  cities  and  towns,  in  addition  to  the  177  licenses  in  force 
at  the  expiration  of  the  previous  year;  155  licenses 
expired,  —  154  of  them  by  the  one  year  limitation,  and  1  by 
six  months  limitation  ;  60  were  revoked,  —  58  on  account  of 
a  change  of  residence,  and  2  for  improper  care  of  children ; 
and  184  licenses,  permitting  the  boarding  of  374  infants  in 
36  cities  and  towns  remained  in  force  September  30,  1899. 
These  represent  the  licensed  homes  not  only  of  infants  sup- 
ported by  the  Commonwealth,  but  also  of  those  placed  out 
by  their  parents,  by  the  Boston  Children's  Aid  Society,  the 
Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum,  the  St.  Mary's  Infant  Asylum, 
Trustees  for  Children,  the  Gwynne  Temporary  Home,  the 
New  England  Home  for  Little  Wanderers,  and  a  few  others. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  licenses  issued,  yinmber  of  cities  or 
towns  where  licensees  reside,  number  of  licenses  expired  and 
revoked,  whole  number  in  force,  etc.,  for  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember  30,  1899,  and  the  seven  preceding  years: 


YEAR  EN 

SEPTEMB 

1899. 

DING 

ER  30, 

i 
1- 

li 

Licensea  ex- | 
pired. 

li 

a 

il 

3 

□ 
o    • 

11 
< 

2 

•a 

II 

1892,  . 

127 

34 

- 

5 

122 

9 

972 

398 

272 

1893 

199 

39 

155 

16 

139 

20 

1,800 

768 

374 

1894 

173 

42 

120 

32 

159 

49 

2,997 

1,156 

382 

1895 

182 

50 

134 

52 

155 

68 

2,701 

1,125 

429 

1896 

154 

39 

135 

32 

142 

57 

2,972 

1,235 

483 

1897 

189 

43 

123 

42 

166 

38 

3,343 

1,376 

649 

1898 

209 

43 

150 

48 

177 

25 

3,075 

1,355 

630 

1899 

222 

43 

155 

60 

184 

43 

3,269 

1,347 

518 
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Abstracts  of  Histories  of  Infants. 

Following  are  abstracts  of  histories  of  a  few  typical  cases 
of  infants. 

V.  R.,  V.  R.,  illegitimate,  twins,  brother  and  sister,  were 
born  January  27,  1899,  and  were  given  up  to  the  State 
Board,  for  the  purpose  of  adoption,  when  they  were  about  a 
month  old.  The  girl  weighed  a  little  more  than  seven 
pounds  and  the  boy  a  little  less.  Both  were  pale  and  feeble, 
and  suffering  from  indigestion.  They  were  sent  to  a  licensed- 
boarding-house  in  Dorchester,  but  did  not  thrive.  They 
were  then  transferred  to  the  country,  where  they  began  to 
improve  almost  immediately,  and  are  now  plump,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  teething,  their  condition  is  excellent.  They 
are  attractive  children,  and  will  without  doubt  find  a  good 
home  by  legal  adoption.  The  mother  of  these  children  ia 
not  strong  and  is  unable  to  support  them,  but  she  visits 
them  occasionally  and  pays  a  little  towards  their  support. 

F.  Born  in  Boston,  April  13,  1898.  Placed  at  board 
with  a  family  in  December,  1898,  where  he  remained  until 
July  7,  1899,  when  he  was  committed  to  the  custody  of  the 
State  Board  of  Charity  by  a  board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
It  was  found  on  investigation  that  the  father  and  mother  left 
Boston  in  January,  1899,  to  avoid  arrest  for  embezzlement, 
and  have  not  been  heard  from  since.  The  child  was  in  a 
pitiable  condition  when  received  ;  there  was  a  recent  frac- 
ture of  the  left  humerus,  also  one  of  the  left  femur,  and  he 
was  unable  to  move  either  limb.  There  was  no  splint  or 
other  apparatus  to  keep  the  limbs  in  position,  and  the  child 
cried  out  with  pain  at  every  movement.  Splints  were  ap- 
plied to  the  fractured  limbs,  he  was  placed  at  board  in  a 
family,  and  improved  rapidly.  The  splints  were  removed 
in  about  three  weeks,  the  fractures  were  well  united,  and 
he  is  now  in  good  condition,  —  fat,  healthy,  and  happy. 

M.  C,  M.  C,  sisters.  One  was  born  September  28,  1896, 
the  other  January  27,  1898,  both  illegitimate.  The  younger 
child  weighed  twelve  pounds,  the  older  less,  when  taken  into 
the  custody  of  the  State  Board,  August  8,  1899.  Both 
children  showed  evidence  of  most  cruel  and  heartless 
neglect,  being  emaciated  and  half-starved,  and  nearly  naked. 
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The  older  child  had  been  seriously  ill  for  some  days,  and 
died  August  11,  of  pneumonia.  The  other  had  several  large 
bruises  on  her  body,  and  was  so  feeble  that  her  life  was  in 
danger  for  several  weeks.  She  was  kept  in  Boston  until  she 
was  well  enough  to  be  sent  to  the  country.  She  has  since 
had  measles,  but  is  now  plump  and  well.  The  mother  of 
the  children  is  a  widow,  and  has  had  four  legitimate  chil- 
dren. The  woman  from  whom  the  children  were  removed 
had  been  paid  $5  a  week  regularly  for  their  board  by  their 
relatives,  who  had  also  supported  their  mother. 

F.  Born  August  19,  1896,  and  committed  to  the  custody 
of  the  State  Board  of  Charity  June  16,  1899.  This  child 
was  abandoned  by  her  parents  and  left  locked  up  in  an  attic. 
She  was  discovered  by  two  carpenters  who  were  working  on 
the  roof  of  the  building.  They  heard  faint  cries  from  the 
room,  and  entering  by  a  rear  window  found  the  child  crying 
feebly  and  almost  exhausted,  lying  on  a  piece  of  matting, 
where  she  had  been  left  for  several  days  without  food  or 
drink.  The  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Chil- 
dren was  notified,  and  an  agent  was  sent  to  take  charge  of 
the  child.  The  agent  reported  that  she  was  in  a  precarious 
condition,  as  a  result  of  the  inhuman  action  of  the  father 
and  mother.  When  the  child  was  received  by  the  State 
Board  of  Charity,  she  was  much  emaciated,  weak,  and  suf- 
fering from  skin  disease  of  the  face  and  from  ophthalmia. 
She  was  sent  to  the  Massachusetts  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary, 
where  she  remained  until  July  1,  when,  having  recovered 
from  the  ophthalmia,  she  was  sent  to  a  family  to  board. 
Here  she  improved  steadily  until  whooping-cough  devel- 
oped. This  put  her  back  somewhat,  but  she  is  now  con- 
valescent. 

Tables  concerning  Infants, 

The  following  tables  give  summaries  of  infants  under  two 
years  of  age  reported  to  the  Board,  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
two  years  of  age,  and  of  action  on  ap[)lications  for  licenses 
to  maintain  boarding-houses  for  infants. 
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The  State  Reform  Schools. 

These  Schools  consist  of  the  Lyman  School  for  Boys  at 
Wesitborough  and  the  State  Industrial  School  for  Girls  at  Lan- 
caster. They  are  under  the  direction  of  a  Board  of  Trustees 
known  as  the  Trustees  of  the  Lyraan  and  Industrial  Schools. 
The  Statutes  provide  that  these  Trustees  **  shall  have  the 
power  to  release  on  probation,  and,  with  or  without  inden- 
ture, to  place  any  of  the  children  in  their  custody  in  their 
usual  homes,  or  in  any  situation  or  family  which  has  been 
investigated  and  approved  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  said 
trustees  and  in  accordance  with  existing  laws ;  and  said 
trustees  may  employ  agents  for  investigating  places  and  for 
visiting  children,  and  immediately  on  placing  such  children 
shall  furnish  the  state  board  of  charity  with  the  name  of  each 
child  so  placed,  and  the  name  and  residence  of  the  person 
to  whose  care  such  child  is  intrusted. 

*'The  custody  of  all  children  committed  to  the  Lyman 
school  for  boys,  or  to  the  state  industrial  school  for  girls, 
shall  be  and  remain  with  said  trustees ;  and  said  trustees 
may  at  any  time,  until  the  expiration  of  the  commitment, 
resume  the  personal  care  and  possession  of  children  released 
on  probation  or  previously  transferred  to  the  state  primary 
school,  and  may  recall  them  to  the  school  to  which  they  were 
01  iginally  committed  ;  and  all  children  committed  to  either 
the  Lyman  or  the  state  industrial  schools  shall  be  committed 
until  they  attain  respectively  the  age  of  twenty-one  years." 

The  Statutes  also  provide  that  '*no  child  shall  be  inden- 
tured, adopted,  or  placed  in  charge  of  any  person  from  a 
state  institution  until  notice  of  an  application  therefor  has 
been  given  to  the  state  board,  and  its  report  in  writing, 
made  after  investigation  into  the  propriety  thereof,  has  been 
filed  with  such  institution.  And  all  applications  for  the  re- 
lease or  discharge  of  any  children  so  indentured  or  placed 
in  charge  shall  in  like  manner  be  given  to  the  state  board 
for  its  report." 

The  State  Board  of  Charity  has  general  supervision  over 
the  Schools,  and  is  required  to  report  upon  them  annually. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Schools  are  as  follows  :  Mclvin  H. 
Walker,  of  Westborough,  President;  Elizabeth  G.  Evans, 
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of  Boston,  Secretary;  Henry  C.  Greeley,  of  Clinton,  Treas- 
urer; Michael  J.  Sullivan,  of  Chicopee  ;  Elizabeth  C.  Put- 
nam, of  Boston;  Samuel  W.  McDaniel,  of  Cambridge; 
Edmund  C.  Sanford,  of  Worcester. 


The  Lyman  School  for  Boys. 

Theodore  F.  Chapin,  Superintendent. 

Receipts  and  Expenses. 

Dr. 


Receipts :  — 
Commonwealth, 
Cash  from  farm,  etc., 


Cr. 

Salaries,  wages,  and  labor,     . 
Provisions  and  supplies, 

Clothing, 

Fuel  and  lights,       .... 
Medicine  and  medical  supplies. 

Furnishings, 

Grain  and  feed  for  stock. 
School  supplies,       .... 
Transportation,        .... 
Seeds,  plants,  farm  tools,  etc.. 
Ordinary  repairs  and  improvements, 
All  other  current  expenses,     . 
Special  appropriation  for  school-house,  laun 
dry,  etc., 


Paid  into  the  State  Treasury, 


$98,999  17 
510  67 


$27,437  24 

10,879  73 

5,496  07 

8,309  07 

235  82 

1,710  32 

2,405  35 

1,699  32 

701  78 

2,154  98 

3,767  92 

15,145  79 

19,055  78 


$99,509  84 


$98,999  17 
510  67 

$99,509  84 


Average  weekly  cost  per  capita,  $4.39. 

Market  value  of  permanent  funds,  September  30,  1899, 
$64,796.83. 

Numbers. 
Number  in  School  October  1,  1898, 


296 


Committed  during  the  year. 
Returned  from  places,  . 
Recommitted,         .         .         .         . 
Runaways  recaptured,  . 
Returned  from  State  Almshouse, 


168 

80 

2 

23 

2 


275 


Whole  number  in  School  during  year, 571 
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Released  — 

On  probation, 179 

Boarded  out, 48 

Massachusetts  Reformatory, 9 

Discharged, .1 

Enlisted, 2 

Returned  to  Court, 1 

State  Almshouse, 3 

Massachusetts  School  for  Feeble-minded,    ....        4 

Runaways, 33 

George  Junior  Republic, 2 

282 

Number  in  School  September  30,  1899, 289 


Of  the  168  boys  committed  during  the  year,  4  were  fif- 
teen years  of  age,  71  were  fourteen  years,  48  were  thirteen 
years,  25  were  twelve  years,  10  were  eleven  years,  8  were 
ten  years,  1  was  nine  years,  and  1  eight  years  ;  59  of  them 
were  committed  for  larceny,  41  for  breaking  and  entering,  41 
for  stubbornness,  and  the  rest  for  other  offences  ;  101  of  them 
had  been  arrested  before,  and  in  48  cases  other  members  of 
the  family  had  been  arrested  before ;  64  had  an  intemperate 
father,  4  an  intemperate  mother,  and  11  both  parents  intem- 
perate ;  59  were  attending  school  at  the  time  of  their  arrest, 
47  were  employed,  and  62  were  idle;  25  per  cent,  were  of 
American  parentage,  39  per  cent,  of  foreign  parentage,  and 
36  per  cent,  unknown  ;  only  5  of  them  were  orphans. 

In  the  sewing  room  15  different  boys  were  employed  ;  they 
made  4,123  articles,  and  repaired  1,837  articles;  in  the 
laundry^  111  different  boys  were  employed;  they  washed 
296,584  pieces,  and  ironed  207,516  pieces. 

A  boy  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fifteen  may  be  com- 
mitted by  the  courts  to  this  School  when  it  is  made  to  appear 
to  the  court  that  the  offence  committed  is  not  punishable  by 
death  or  imprisonment  for  life,  and  when  in  the  judgment  of 
the  court  it  is  not  considered  expedient  to  place  him  on  pro- 
bation, or  to  commit  him  to  the  custody  of  the  State  Board 
of  Charity  for  placing  in  a  private  family.  It  follows  that 
boys  committed  to  the  School  generally  need  firmer  dis- 
cipline and  more  careful  watching  than  those  committed 
directly  to  the  custody  of  the  Board. 
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The  boys  are  divided  into  eight  families,  in  as  many  cot- 
tages, each  governed  by  a  master  and  a  matron,  who  are 
directly  responsible  to  the  Superintendent.  At  a  distance 
of  about  eight  miles  from  the  principal  School,  in  the  town  of 
Berlin,  is  a  branch  school  for  younger  boys,  situated  in  a 
comfortable  farm-house  on  the  top  of  a  hill.  These  boys  sleep 
in  two  dormitories,  opening,  one  into  the  matron's  and  one 
into  the  teacher's  room.  They  have  excellent  bathing  facili- 
ties, with  rain  and  shower  baths,  in  the  basement.  They 
raise  vegetables,  many  of  which  are  sent  to  the  School  at 
Westborough,  and  they  have  cows  and  hens ;  but  for  the 
rest  of  their  supplies  they  are  dependent  upon  the  main 
School. 

All  boys  committed  are  sent  first  to  Westborough,  and 
enrolled  there,  and  if  less  than  thirteen  years  old  they  are 
transferred  at  once  to  Berlin.  At  the  principal  School  they 
remain  from  a  year  and  a  half  to  two  years,  and  receive 
training  and  instruction.  At  Berlin  they  are  given  primary 
school  instruction,  and  have  plenty  of  time  for  recreation 
and  out-door  exercise  ;  they  are  kept  there  for  a  few  months, 
and  are  then  boarded  out,  or  placed  with  their  parents  on 
probation ;  or  if  their  conduct  has  not  been  satisfactory  are 
sent  back  to  Westborough. 

The  new  central  school  building,  authorized  by  the  Leg- 
islature of  1899,  is  approaching  completion.  Its  progress 
has  been  necessarily  slow,  as  the  boys  have  done  much  of 
the  work  upon  it.  It  contains  an  assembly  room,  a  large 
gymnasium,  school  rooms,  and  rooms  for  a  part  of  the 
manual  trainino^.  It  is  finished  in  hard  wood  and  liojhted 
by  electricity.  The  other  new  building,  put  up  by  contract, 
is  nearly  finished.  It  contains  a  large  laundry  and  work- 
shops for  the  various  industries.  When  this  is  finished,  it 
is  proposed  to  fit  up  the  rooms  over  the  store-house  and 
bakery,  now  used  as  a  work-shop,  for  a  general  kitchen. 

The  inmates  of  the  School  do  not  have  separate  sleeping 
rooms,  but  each  family  has  its  dormitory,  and  the  monitor 
system  is  relied  upon  to  maintain  order  during  the  night. 
There  is  but  one  night-watchman  for  the  whole  School. 
Should  a  new  cottage  be  needed,  it  would  seem  desirable 
that  it  should  be  provided  with  separate  sleeping  rooms  for 
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its  inmates.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  the  con- 
struction of  the  surface  drainage  plant,  the  sewage  is  not 
properly  disposed  of,  and,  while  there  seems  to  be  no 
probable  danger  of  contamination  of  the  water  supply,  it  is 
of  great  importance  that  the  sewage  system  should  be  per- 
fected without  delay. 

The  State  Industrial  School  for  Girls, 

LuANN  L.  Brackett,  Superintendent. 

Receipts  and  Expenses. 

Dr. 


Receipts :  — 
Commonwealth, 
Sale  of  produce, 


Cr. 

Salaries,  wages,  and  labor,    . 

Provisions  and  supplies, 

Clothing,         .... 

Fuel  and  lights, 

Medicine  and  medical  supplies, 

Furnishings,   .... 

Grain  and  feed  for  stock, 

School  supplies. 

Transportation,  express,  and  freight,     . 

Seeds,  jilants,  farm  tools,  etc., 

Ordinary  repairs  and  improvements,     . 

Extraordinary  repairs  and  improvements, 

Boarding  younger  girls, 


Paid  into  the  State  treasury, 


tJ45,475  66 
360  18 


013,523  70 

5,736 

28 

3,379 

17 

2,442 

60 

150  53 

604 

31 

1,896  98 

246  31 

1,019  45 

508 

99 

1,380 

62 

12,759 

00 

1,827 

71 

^45,835  83 


$45,475  65 
.  360  18 


$45,835  83 


Average  weekly  cost  per  capita,  $3.81. 
Market  value  of  permanent  funds,  September  30,  1899, 
$3,500.84. 

Numbers. 

Number  in  school  October  1,  1898, 167 

Committed  during  the  year, 75 

Returned  from  places,  ..,.,...     103 

178 

Whole  number  in  school  during  year, 345 
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Released  — 

On  probation, 169 

Sherborn  Reformatory, 2 

Transferred  to  a  hospital, 9 

Discharged, 1 

Married, 1 

182 

Number  in  school  September  30, 1899, 163 


Of  the  75  girls  committed,  42  were  for  stubbornness,  13 
for  larceny,  8  for  being  idle,  vagrant  and  vicious,  4  for 
being  habitual  absentees  from  school,  3  for  night- walking, 
2  for  fornication,  1  for  assault,  1  for  drunkenness,  and  1  for 
vagrancy ;  45  were  born  in  Massachusetts,  8  in  Canada,  4 
in  Ireland,  1  in  England,  1  in  Scotland,  1  in  Germany,  1  in 
Russia,  I  unknown,  and  the  rest  in  other  parts  of  the  United 
States  ;  all  but  4  could  read  and  write  ;  5  were  orphans, 
13  had  mother  dead,  20  father  dead,  37  both  parents  living; 
1  was  ten  years  of  age,  4  were  eleven,  8  twelve,  10  thirteen, 
16  fourteen,  22  fifteen,  and  14  sixteen. 

A  girl  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  seventeen,  who  is 
a  juvenile  offender,  may  be  committed  to  this  School  by  the 
courts.  The  sentence  is  indeterminate,  and  after  a  girl  has 
received  a  course  of  training  in  household  duties  she  may  be 
placed  with  her  parents  on  probation,  or  placed  in  a  family 
to  work  for  low  wages ;  and  after  such  placing  she  is  visited 
by  the  paid  and  volunteer  visitors  of  the  State  Board.  Girls 
are  committed  to  this  School  oftener  than  to  the  custody  of 
the  State  Board,  because  the  offences  of  which  they  have 
been  proven  guilty  are  usually  offences  against  good  morals, 
and  they  cannot  be  trusted  in  private  families  at  once.  In 
the  School  the  girls  are  divided  into  six  families,  in  as  many 
cottages,  each  family  being  governed  by  a  matron,  who  is 
responsible  to  the  Superintendent.  Each  girl  has  her  own 
bedroom,  and  takes  pride  in  keeping  it  orderly  and  in 
making  it  attractive  with  simple  ornaments.  A  new  arrival 
is  assigned  to  one  of  the  cottages,  according  to  the  gravity 
of  the  crime  committed,  and  according  to  what  is  known  of 
her  past  life  ;  so  that  the  more  depraved  girls  are  separated 
from  the  others.  Besides  household  duties,  the  girls  are 
taught  music,  gymnastics,    and    common    school  branches. 


1900.]  PUBLIC   DOCUMENT  — No.  17.  69 

After  being  placed  out  in  families,  the  girls  often  ask  to  be 
returned  to  the  School  to  make  short  visits  to  the  matrons 
and  Superintendent. 

The  new  building  is  nearly  finished,  and  is  similar  in  plan 
to  the  other  house  recently  built,  only  it  is  a  little  smaller. 
The  old  wooden  house  is  undergoing  some  repairs,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  this  building  may  soon  be  dispensed  with.  The 
number  of  commitments  has  been  much  smaller  than  last 
year,  and  there  is  no  necessity  at  present  for  additional 
accommodations.  The  School  is  altogether  in  a  very  satis- 
factory condition. 

The  Care  and  Maintenance  of  Indigent  and  Neglected 
Children  of  the  Cities  and  Towns. 

For  two  successive  years  the  Board  has  recommended  that 
all  indigent  and  neglected  children,  whether  settled  or  un- 
settled, shall  be  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  in  the  care  and  control  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charity ;  and  during  the  last  legislative  session  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Charitable  Institutions  reported  favorably 
on  a  bill  presented  by  the  Board  to  carry  this  recommenda- 
tion into  effect.  Later,  however,  some  discussion  arose  re- 
garding the  phraseology  of  certain  portions  of  the  bill,  with 
the  result  that  the  whole  matter  was  referred  to  the  next 
General  Court.  No  opposition  appeared  at  any  of  the  com- 
mittee hearings.  The  argument  in  favor  of  such  a  measure, 
as  set  forth  by  the  Board  in  its  last  Annual  Report,  is  as 
follows :  — 

In  the  cases  of  juvenile  offenders  committed  by  the  Courts 
to  the  custody  of  the  Board,  the  question  of  settlement  is 
not  taken  into  consideration,  the  law  providing  that  all  such 
children,  whether  settled  or  non-settled,  shall  not  only  come 
under  the  care  and  control  of  the  State,  but  that  their  ex- 
penses shall  be  paid  from  the  State  Treasury ;  and  the  same 
is  true,  with  few  exceptions,  in  the  case  of  neglected  chil- 
dren. There  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  the  class  of 
wards  known  as  dependent  children,  or  those  who,  by  reason 
of  orphanage  or  the  poverty  of  their  parents,  become  a  pub- 
lic charge,  should  not  be  in  like  manner  cared  for  and  con- 
trolled by  the  State  authorities,  irrespective  of  the  question 
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of  their  settlement.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  not  infrequently 
happens  that  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  in  order  to  relieve  them- 
selves of  the  difficulty  of  properly  providing  for  such  chil- 
dren, as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the  expense  of  their 
support,  procure  their  commitment  by  the  Courts  as  neglected 
children.  There  can  be  no  question  that  the  children  would 
have  on  the  whole  better  care  and  treatment,  and  that  they 
would  be  given  a  better  opportunity  to  grow  up  into  useful 
citizens,  under  the  tried  and  approved  uniform  system  fol- 
lowed by  the  State,  than  they  now  have,  left  as  they  are  to 
the  changing  ideas  and  methods  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of 
the  different  localities  where  they  happen  to  be  born  or 
placed,  — officials  who  with  the  best  of  intentions  are  rarely 
especially  equipped  for  the  work,  and  for  the  most  part 
assume  it  unwillingly  as  a  necessary  burden.  Doubtless  in 
the  end  such  a  change  would  be  a  saving  to  the  State  in  the 
rescue  of  a  considerable  number  of  its  citizens  from  lives  of 
poverty  and  crime. 

The  Board  recommends  the  passage  of  the  following  bill :  — 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Care  and  Maintenance  of  Indi- 
gent AND  Neglected  Children. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc. 

Section  1.  Upon  the  written  application  of  the  parent  or  guar- 
dian, or,  if  there  is  no  parent  or  guardian,  of  a  friend  of  a  child 
under  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  who  is  dependent  upon  public 
charity,  or  upon  the  written  application  of  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  the  city  or  town  where  such  child  is  found,  the  state  board 
of  charity  may  in  its  discretion  provide  for  his  care  and  maintenance. 

Section  2.  Whenever  it  is  made  to  appear  to  any  court  or 
magistrate,  after  due  complaint  setting  forth  the  facts  relied  upon, 
and  a  hearing  thereon,  that  within  the  jurisdiction  of  such  court  or 
magistrate,  any  child  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  by  reason  of 
orphanage,  or  of  neglect,  crime  or  drunkenness  or  other  vice  of  his 
parents,  is  growing  up  without  education  or  salutary  control,  and 
in  circumstances  exposing  him  to  lead  an  idle  and  dissolute  life,  or 
is  dependent  upon  public  charity,  the  court  or  magistrate  shall, 
after  notice  to  the  state  board  of  charity,  commit  the  child,  whether 
he  has  or  has  not  a  settlement,  to  the  custody  of  the  said  board, 
until  he  arrives  at  the  age  of.  twenty-one  years,  or  for  any  less 
time ;  and  said  board  shall  provide  for  the  care  and  maintenance 
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money  received  by  said  towns  and  cities  under  the  provisions 
of  this  section  shall  be  applied  to  the  support  of  schools." 

Under  the  operation  of  this  law,  bills  received  from  ninety- 
five  cities  and  towns,  and  amounting  to  $11,335.80,  were 
audited  by  the  Board,  and  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Commonwealth,  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1899, 
as  follows  :  *  — 


TOWNS. 

Number 

of 
Children. 

Number  of 

Weeks 
Schooling. 

Cost  of 
Schooling. 

Cost  of 
Transporta- 
tion. 

Total  Cost. 

Abington, 

5 

108 

$54  00 

$48  60 

$102  60 

Agawam, 

11 

264 

132  00 

- 

132  00 

Amherst, 

43 

1,243 

621  50 

- 

621  50 

Ashfield, 

4 

123 

61  50 

- 

61  50 

Barre,     . 

9 

287 

143  50 

27  55 

171  05 

Belchertown, 

61 

1,637 

768  50 

- 

768  50 

Bernardston, 

2 

48 

24  00 

- 

24  00 

Blandford, 

6 

144 

72  00 

- 

72  00 

Bourne,  . 

2 

44 

22  00 

- 

22  00 

Bridgewater, 

3 

92 

46  00 

- 

46  00 

Brimfield, 

2 

70 

35  00 

- 

35  00 

Buckland, 

2 

10 

5  00 

_ 

6  00 

Cambridge, 

27 

907 

453  50 

- 

453  50 

Canton,  . 

2 

75 

37  50 

- 

37  50 

Charlemont, 

10 

276 

138  00 

15  00 

153  00 

Chesterfield, 

1 

30 

15  00 

- 

15  00 

Colrain,  . 

10 

267 

133  50 

- 

133  50 

Concord, 

3 

117 

58  50 

46  80 

105  30 

Cummington, 

25 

488 

244  00 

- 

244  00 

Dover,    . 

1 

38 

19  00 

- 

19  00 

Easthampton, 

4 

81 

40  50 

_ 

40  50 

East  Longmeadow 

39 

770 

385  00 

- 

385  00 

Easton,  . 

23 

687 

343  50 

_ 

343  50 

Enfield,  . 

32 

899 

449  50 

35  50 

485  00 

Foxborough, 

10 

258 

129  00 

- 

129  00 

Franklin, 

6 

165 

82  50 

- 

82  50 

Georgetown, 

5 

137 

68  50 

- 

68  50 

Goshen,  . 

2 

35 

17  50 

- 

17  50 

Granby, . 

2 

66 

33  00 

- 

33  00 

Granville, 

1 

32 

16  00 

- 

16  00 

Greenfield, 

12 

212 

106  00 

- 

106  00 

Hadley,  . 

8 

174 

87  00 

- 

87  00 

*  It  should  be  noted  that  in  a  few  instances  the  bills  covered  expenses  of  previous 
years,  and  also  that  in  some  cases  children  remained  in  a  town  a  few  weeks  only, 
before  being  transferred  to  another  locality. 
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TOWNS. 

Number 

of 
Children. 

Number  of 

Weeks 
Schooling. 

Cost  of 
Schooling. 

Cost  of 
Transporta- 
tion. 

Total  Cost. 

Harwich, 

1 

22 

Ill  00 

_ 

Ill  00 

Hawley, 

3 

58 

29  00 

- 

29  00 

Heath,    . 

5 

140 

70  00 

- 

70  00 

Hingham, 

4 

29 

14  50 

- 

14  50 

Hinsdale, 

7 

103 

51  50 

- 

51  50 

Holliston, 

22 

- 

- 

|276  00* 

276  00 

Holyoke, 

3 

115 

57  50 

- 

57  50 

Hubbardston, 

2 

46 

23  00 

38  33 

61  33 

Huntington, 

4 

65 

32  50 

- 

32  50 

Leominster, 

5 

180 

90  00 

- 

90  00 

Leverett, 

6 

160 

80  00 

- 

80  00 

Leyden, . 

4 

100 

50  00 

- 

50  00 

Longmeadow, 

4 

127 

63  50 

- 

63  50 

Ludlow, . 

45 

1,018 

509  00 

- 

509  00 

Marshfield, 

2 

174 

87  00 

- 

87  00 

Medway, 

2 

52 

26  00 

- 

26  00 

Middleboroug 

h. 

24 

530 

265  00 

- 

265  00 

Middlefield, 

21 

505 

252  50 

- 

252  50 

Milton,   . 

5 

279 

139  50 

- 

139  50 

Monson, 

9 

214 

107  00 

12  00 

119  00 

Monterey, 

3 

56 

28  00 

- 

28  00 

Newbury, 

23 

276 

138  00 

- 

138  00 

New  Marlborough, 

2 

29 

14  50 

- 

14  50 

Northampton, 

2 

74 

37  00 

- 

37  00 

Northfield,      . 

6 

102 

51  00 

- 

51  00 

Norwell, 

9 

212 

106  00 

- 

106  00 

Oakham, 

5 

224 

112  00 

- 

112  00 

Pelham, . 

2 

58 

29  00 

- 

29  00 

Plainfield, 

17 

321 

160  50 

- 

160  50 

Prescott, 

3 

70 

35  00 

- 

35  00 

Quincy,  . 

2 

72 

36  00 

- 

36  00 

Randolph, 

6 

194 

97  00 

- 

97  00 

Russell,  . 

10 

106 

53  00 

- 

53  00 

Rutland, 

2 

60 

30  00 

- 

30  00 

Saugus,  . 

12 

228 

114  00 

- 

114  00 

Savoy,    . 

2 

60 

30  00 

- 

30  00 

Scituate, 

2 

144 

72  00 

- 

72  00 

Sherborn, 

3 

79 

39  50 

12  00 

51  50 

Shirley,  . 

3 

63 

31  50 

- 

31  50 

South  Hadley, 

10 

242 

121  00 

- 

121  00 

Southampton, 

8 

148 

74  00 

- 

74  00 

Southwick,     . 

14 

355 

177  50 

- 

177  50 

Spencer, 

3 

39 

19  50 

- 

19  50 

Springfield,    . 

3 

120 

60  00 

- 

60  00 

Stoneham, 

3 

105 

52  50 

- 

52  50 

*  Bill  for  schooling  not  presented  till  after  close  of  official  year. 
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TOWNS. 

Number 

of 
Children. 

Number  of 

Weeks 
Schooling. 

Cost  of 
Schooling. 

Cost  of 
Transporta- 
tion. 

Total  Cost. 

Stoughton,     . 

13 

371 

$185  50 

_ 

$185  50 

Sturbridge, 

4 

136 

68  GO 

- 

68  00 

Templeton, 

3 

11 

5  50 

- 

5  50 

Tewksbury, 

2 

40 

20  00 

- 

20  00 

Townsend, 

6 

208 

104  00 

- 

104  00 

Upton,    . 

5 

378 

189  00 

- 

189  00 

Walpole, 

3 

51 

25  50 

- 

25  50 

Ware,     . 

7 

250 

125  00 

$116  00 

241  00 

Wellesley, 

7 

222 

111  00 

- 

111  00 

"Westborough 

2 

68 

34  00 

26  52 

60  52 

West  Boylston, 

1 

10 

5  00 

- 

5  00 

West  Bridgewater, 

2 

95 

47  50 

- 

47  50 

Westfield,       . 

10 

145 

72  50 

- 

72  50 

Westminster, . 

1 

19 

9  50 

- 

9  50 

Wilbraham,    . 

25 

688 

344  00 

- 

344  00 

Williamsburg, 

12 

259 

129  50 

- 

129  50 

Winchendon, 

4 

112 

56  00 

- 

56  00 

Worthington, 

48 

1,262 

631  00 

- 

631  00 

861 

21,363 

$10,681  50 

$654  30 

$11,335  80 

The  County  Truaxt  Schools. 
The  Acts  of  1898  provide  that  ''  the  county  commissionera 
of  each  county,  the  counties  of  Barnstable,  Berkshire,  Dukes 
county  and  Nantucket  excepted,  shall  establish  and  maintain, 
either  separately  or  conjointly  with  the  commissioners  of 
other  counties  as  hereinafter  provided,  in  a  suitable  place 
not  at  or  near  a  penal  institution,  a  truant  school  for  the 
instruction  and  training  of  persons  committed  thereto  as 
habitual  truants,  absentees  or  school  offenders.  The  county 
commissioners  of  two  or  more  counties  may  at  the  expense 
of  said  counties  establish  and  maintain  a  union  truant  school, 
to  be  organized  and  controlled  by  the  chairmen  of  the  county 
commissioners  of  said  counties.  The  county  commissioners 
of  each  of  the  counties  excepted  as  aforesaid  shall  assign  a 
truant  school  established  by  law  as  the  place  for  the  instruc- 
tion and  training  of  persons  committed  within  their  respec- 
tive counties  as  habitual  truants,  absentees  or  school  offenders, 
and  shall  pay  for  their  support  in  said  school  such  reasonable 
sum  as  the  county   commissioners  having   control  of  said 
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school  may  determine.  For  the  purposes  of  this  act  the 
parental  school  of  the  city  of  Boston,  established  under  chap- 
ter two  hundred  and  eighty-two  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  eighty-six  and  acts  in  amendment  thereof 
and  in  addition  thereto,  shall  be  deemed  the  county  truant 
school  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  the  towns  of  Revere 
and  Winthrop  and  the  city  of  Chelsea  shall  for  this  purpose 
be  considered  as  located  within  the  county  of  Middlesex. 
.  .  .  County  truant  schools  shall  be  subject  to  visitation 
by  the  state  board  of  education  and  by  the  state  board  of 
charity ;  and  said  boards  shall  report  thereon  annually  to 
the  legislature." 

The  Berkshire  County  Truant  School  at  Becket  has  been 
given  up  for  lack  of  pupils.  There  remain  the  following 
Schools  :  Essex  County  Truant  School,  at  Lawrence  ;  Hamp- 
den County  Truant  School,  at  Springfield  ;  Middlesex  County 
Truant  School,  at  North  Chelmsford;  Norfolk,  Bristol,  and 
Plymouth  Counties  Truant  School,  at  Walpole ;  Suffolk 
County  Truant  School,  at  Roxbury  ;  Worcester  County  Tru- 
ant School,  at  Oakdale. 

Essex  County  Truant  School,  Lawrence. 

Henry  E.  Swan,  Superintendent. 

Number  in  school  October  1,  1898,   .......  44 

Committed  during  year, 25 

Discharged  during  year, 22 

Released  on  probation  during  year, 11 

Eloped, 1 

Returned  to  school  during  year, 1 

Number  in  school  September  30,  1899, 36 

Expenses  for  year  ending  September  30,  1899,  .  .  .  $9,696  96 
Average  net  weekly  cost  per  capita, 2  07 

This  school  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Merrimac  River. 
From  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  half-past  11  the  boys 
work  in  the  chair  shop.  The  school  hours  are  from  2  to  6 
in  the  afternoon.  The  school  is  not  graded.  The  diet  is 
simple,  but  sufficient;  and  boys  who  have  perfect  records 
of  deportment  sit  at  a  special  table  and  are  allowed  a  few 
luxuries  in  the  way  of  food ;    they  are  also  trusted  to  do 
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errands.     At  night  a  master  sleeps  in  the  dormitory  with 
the  boys. 

Hampden  County  Truant  School,  Springfield. 

Erwin  G.  Ward,  Superintendent. 

Number  in  school  October  1,  1898, 26 

Committed  during  year, 25 

Discharged  during  year, 22 

Released  on  probation  during  year, 4 

Number  in  school  September  30,  1899, 25 

Expenses  for  year  ending  September  30,  1899,        .        .        .    $6,874  98 
Average  net  weekly  cost  per  capita, 3  62 

After  doing  the  housework,  the  boys  in  this  institution 
attend  school  from  9  to  11.45  in  the  morning,  and  again  from 
1.30  to  3.30,  after  which  they  have  recess  until  5  o'clock, 
when  they  go  to  their  farm  work.  In  addition  to  the  regu- 
lar school  studies,  some  Sloyd  work  is  taught.  Every  even- 
ing they  have  games  and  singing.  The  bathing  facilities 
are  good,  and  the  diet  is  sufficient.  The  school-room  is  in 
need  of  better  ventilation,  but  this  difficulty  will  soon  be 
remedied. 

Middlesex  County  Truant  School,  JSforth  Chelmsford, 

M.  A.  Warren,  Superintendent. 

Number  in  school  October  1,  1898, 99 

Committed  during  year, 76 

Discharged, 67 

Released  on  probation, 10 

Returned, 1 

Number  in  school  September  30,  1899, 109 

Expenses  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1899,          .         .  f  15,779  85 
Average  net  weekly  cost  per  capita, 2  83 

This  institution  is  well  situated  on  a  hill.  The  school  is 
graded.  The  older  boys  have  manual  training  and  three 
hours  of  school  instruction  every  day,  and  the  younger  boys 
have  six  hours  of  school  instruction.  Vocal  music  is  taught 
twice  a  week.  In  the  new  building  there  is  a  **  family 
room,"  where  the  boys  can  playgames  and  read  in  the  even- 
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ing.  The  masters  sleep  in  rooms  opening  from  the  dormi- 
tories. The  bathing  facilities  are  excellent,  and  the  diet  is 
good. 

JVorfolk,    Bristol  and  Plymouth  Counties  Truant  School, 

Walpole. 
Aaron  R.  Morse,  Superintendent. 

Number  in  school  October  1,  1898, 37 

Committed  during  year, 53 

Discharged  during  year, 42 

Released  on  probation  during  year, 3 

Number  in  school  September  30,  1899, 45 

Expenses  for  year  ending  September  30,  1899,  .  .  .  $9,085  04 
Average  net  weekly  cost  per  capita, 3  60 

This  institution  is  situated  on  a  plateau  at  the  summit  of 
a  small  hill.  The  dormitory  is  large  and  well  ventilated, 
and  a  master  sleeps  in  an  adjoining  room.  The  school  is 
ungraded.  In  the  morning  the  boys  do  the  housework  and 
the  farm  work.  The  school  hours  are  from  2.15  to  5  in  the 
afternoon.     The  table  is  good. 

/Suffolk  County  Truant  School^   West  Roxhury. 

B.  C.  Day,  Superintendent. 

Number  in  school  October  1,  1898, 142 

Committed  during  year, 197 

Discharged  during  year, 140 

Released  on  probation  during  year, 20 

Returned  to  school  during  year, 48 

Number  in  school  September  30,  1899, 179 

Expenses  for  year  ending  September  30,  1899,  .  .  .  $36,940  60 
Average  net  weekly  cost  per  capita, 3  55 

There  are  thirty-five  acres  of  land  at  this  institution,  of 
which  ten  are  unavailable  for  farming  purposes.  The  school 
is  graded  ;  and  the  hours  of  schooling  are  the  same  as  at  the 
Boston  public  schools.  Each  class  has  half  an  hour  of  mil- 
itary drill  twice  a  week.  The  boys  do  all  the  housework, 
and  work  on  the  farm ;  and  they  have  from  one  to  one  and  a 
half  hours  of  play  every  day.  The  diet  is  good  and  plentiful. 
Among  the  buildings  are  two  family  cottages,  each  accom- 
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modating  40  boys,  who  have  separate  sleeping  rooms.  Most 
of  the  other  boys  sleep  in  dormitories ;  but  the  school  is  so 
overcrowded  that  nearly  30  of  them  have  to  sleep  in  the 
hospital  ward,  and  a  few  in  a  small  room  with  mattresses 
on  the  floor.  Two  new  school  buildings  have  just  been 
finished,  and  will  soon  be  occupied,  but  additional  cottages 
are  greatly  needed. 

Worcester  County  Truant  School,  Oakdale, 
F.  L.  Johnson,  Stiperintendent. 

Number  in  school  October  1,  1898, 38 

Committed  during  year, 22 

Discharged  during  year, 29 

Released  on  probation  during  year, 1 

Number  in  school  September  30,  1899, 30 

Expenses  for  year  ending  September  30,  1899,  .  .  .  $5,875  00 
Average  net  weekly  cost  per  capita, 2  90 

This  institution  is  finely  situated  on  a  hillside.  The  boys 
attend  school  from  9  to  12  in  the  morning  in  winter,  and 
from  10  to  12  in  summer,  and  from  2  to  4  in  the  after- 
noon during  the  year.;  the  rest  of  the  time  being  occupied  in 
household  duties  and  in  play.  The  ordinary  school  branches 
are  taught,  and  some  manual  training.  Corporal  chastise- 
ment is  not  inflicted,  the  boys  being  punished  by  being 
deprived  of  their  play  hours.  If  a  boy  runs  away,  none  of 
the  others  are  allowed  to  play  until  he  is  found.  There 
is  no  cane-seating  done  in  the  institution.  Each  boy  has 
his  own  little  garden,  which  he  is  allowed  to  cultivate  as 
he  wishes.  Every  boy  has  a  holiday  on  his  birthday,  and 
the  birthday  of  the  Superintendent  is  a  general  holiday, 
with  field  sports  and  games.  A  few  years  since,  a  co-opera- 
tive farm  association  was  formed  by  the  boys  ;  they  hire 
land  from  the  Superintendent,  buy  seeds,  etc.,  for  planting, 
sell  the  products,  and  share  the  profits.  There  is  no  cell  or 
room  for  solitary  confinement,  and  no  marking  system  is 
used.  The  dormitory  is  a  large,  well-ventilated  room,  and 
a  teacher  sleeps  in  a  room  communicating  with  it. 


Regarding  the  truant  schools  as  a  whole,  it  may  be  stated 
that,  while  as  homes  they  apjjcar  to  be  well  conducted,  and 
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the  pupils  kindly  treated,  there  is  a  marked  variation  in  the 
educational  methods  of  the  several  institutions,  and  in  the 
amount  of  training  given  to  the  boys,  and  a  wide  divergence 
in  the  per  capita  cost. 

The  Relief  of  Small  Towns  in  the  Support  of  their 

Insane. 

The  laws  provide  that  ''whenever  it  shall  be  made  to 
appear  to  the  governor  and  council  that  a  town  of  this  Com- 
monwealth having  a  taxable  valuation  of  less  than  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  in  the  valuation  of  polls  and  estates 
established  by  the  general  court,  is  lawfully  charged  with 
the  maintenance,  at  one  of  the  state  lunatic  hospitals  or 
asylums,  or  the  state  almshouse  or  state  farm,  of  an  insane 
person,  or  whenever  such  town  is  lawfully  charged  with  the 
maintenance  of  an  inmate  of  the  Massachusetts  school  for  the 
feeble-minded  or  of  the  hospital  cottages  for  children,  by 
reason  of  such  person  having  a  legal  settlement  in  such 
town,  the  expense  hereafter  incurred  for  such  maintenance 
may  be  reimbursed  such  town  in  whole  or  in  part  from  the 
state  treasury." 

Under  this  law  49  towns  were  reimbursed  during  the  year 
ending  September  30,  1899,  as  follows:  Ashby,  $211.93; 
Becket,  $123.40  ;  Berkley,  $84.74  ;  Berlin,  $84.74  ;  Bernards- 
ton,  $366.78;  Boxborough,  $127.03;  Charlemont,  $254.20  ; 
Chesterfield,  $236.58;  Clarksburg,  $107.58;  Cummington, 
$254.18;  Florida,  $227.96;  Granby,  $169.46;  Granville, 
$254.26;  Halifax,  $109.50;  Hampden,  $423.64;  Heath, 
$219.46;  Holland,  $315.46;  Leverett,  $160.86;  Leyden, 
$254.18;  Mashpee,  $360.75;  Middlefield,  $109.50;  Mon- 
roe, $146.00;  Monterey,  $150.07;  Montgomery,  $146.00; 
New  Salem,  $590.58;  Otis,  $108.58;  Pelham,  $338.92; 
Peru,  $169.00;  Phillipston,  $127.03  ;  Plainfield,  $1,016  76  ; 
Prescott,  $169.46;  Richmond,  $35.75;  Rowe,  $169.46; 
Sandisfield,  $233.08;  Savoy,  $366.31  ;  Shutesbury,  $666.72  ; 
Southampton,  $168.77;  Sunderland,  $219.37;  Tolland, 
$338.92;  Truro,  $339.85;  Wales,  $190.11;  Warwick, 
$265.68;  Washington,  $254.18;  Wendell,  $465.67;  West- 
hampton,  $254.19;  West  Stockbridge,  $211.71;  AVest  Tis- 
bary,  $82.88;  Windsor,  $211.71;  Worthingtou,  $185.83. 
Total,  $12,078.78. 
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Reports  from  Certain  Charitable  Corporations. 
The  Legislature  of  1899  passed  the  following  Act :  — 

An  Act  to  provide  that  Reports  shall  be  made  to  the 
State  Board  op  Charity  by  Certain  Charitable  Corpo- 
rations. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Every  charitable  corporation  the  personal  property  of  which  is 
exempt  from  taxation  under  the  third  clause  of  section  five  of 
chapter  eleven  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  acts  in  amendment 
thereof  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  in  each 
year,  transmit  to  the  state  board  of  charity  a  written  or  printed 
report  for  the  year  ending  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  September, 
showing  its  property,  its  receipts  and  expenditures,  the  whole 
number  and  the  average  number  of  its  beneficiaries,  and  such 
other  information  as  the  board  may  require.  \_Approved  April 
10,  1899, 

The  following  statement  has  been  prepared  from  returns 
made  to  the  Board,  but  it  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  complete, 
or  as  necessarily  accurate  in  all  its  details.  Considerable 
difficulty  has  attended  its  preparation,  as  many  of  the  reports 
were  long  delayed ;  some  were  sent  only  after  repeated 
requests ;  and  in  a  number  of  cases  there  was  a  failure  to 
understand  the  precise  nature  of  the  inquiries  made  by  the 
Board.  It  is  hoped  that  another  year's  trial  of  the  law  will 
produce  a  more  satisfactory  result. 
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$44,959  76 

13,184  04 
852  75 

8,000  00 
22,161  46 

5,721  22 

5,450  39 

5,478  00 

9,514  66 

5,897  00 
7,151  98 
2,776  97 
8,160  19 

Whole 
Number 
aided  dur- 
ing Year. 

5 
O 

Care  and  relief  of  indigent,  debilitated,  and  nervous 
persons,  not  insane,  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts. 

Medical  and  surgical  aid 

Care  of  aged,  Indigent  women 

Care  of  the  sick, 

To  raise  the  needy  above  relief,  diminish  pauperism, 
encourage  thrift,  etc. 

Relief  of  destitute  women  of  good  character  over  sixty 
years  of  age. 

Assistance  and  relief  of  respectable  aged  American 
women  of  New  Bedford. 

Reformation  of  fallen  women, 

Works  of  mercy 

To  provide  a  home  for  destitute  children  of  Cambridge, 

To  provide  a  home  for  the  aged  and  children, 

A  church  for  children  and  benevolent  purposes,  . 

Maintenance  of  a  home  for  aged  women,  and   other 
charitable  work. 

Date 

of 
Incorpo- 
ration. 

1877. 

1889. 
1875. 

1884. 
1881. 

1860, 
1885. 

1866. 

1895. 

1871. 

1874. 
1892. 
1863. 
1890. 

a 
o 

1 

Jamaica  Plain, .... 

Gloucester,       .... 
Amesbury,        .... 

Newburyport,  .... 
Boston 

Salem, 

New  Bedford 

Boston 

West  Roxbury, 

Cambridge,        .... 
Cambridge,        .... 

Boston 

Pittsfield 

Adams  Nervine  Asylum,       .... 

Addison  Gilbert  Hospital,     .       .       .        . 

Amesbury  and  Salisbury  Home  for  Aged 
Women. 

Anna  Jaques  Hospital, 

Associated  Charities  of  Boston,    . 

Association  for  the  Relief  of  Aged  and  Des- 
titute Women  in  Salem. 

Association  for  the  Relief  of  Aged  Women 
of  New  Bedford. 

Association  for  the  Work  of  Mercy  in  the 
Diocese  of  Massachusetts. 

Association  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  for  Works  of  Mercy. 

Avon  Home, 

The  Baptist  Home, 

Barnard  Memorial, 

Berkshire  County  Home  for  Aged  Women, 

1900.] 
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The  City  and  Town  Paupers. 
The  Board  is  authorized  to  visit  the  adult  poor  of  the 
towns  provided  for  in  families,  and  is  required  to  visit 
and  report  upon  the  pauper  children  of  the  cities  and 
towns,  —  both  those  in  almshouses,  and  those  provided  for 
in  families. 

The  Adult  Poor  of  the  Towns. 
The  Legislature  of  1898  passed  an  Act  providing  that  the 
State  Board  of  Charity  shall  have  authority  to  visit  and  in- 
spect all  places  where  town  paupers  are  supported  in  families. 
Under  this  law  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  several 
towns  were  requested  to  inform  the  Board  of  the  names 
and  boarding-places  of  paupers  supported  by  them  ;  and  all 
paupers  so  reported  were  visited  by  agents  of  the  Division 
of  State  Adult  Poor,  and  reports  were  made  regarding  their 
condition,  treatment,  and  other  particulars  of  importance. 
According  to  these  reports  there  were  314  paupers,  — 126 
men  and  188  women,  —  supported  in  families  by  the  following 
120  towns:  Alford,  Adams,  Amesbury,  Amherst,  Ashland, 
Arlington,  Athol,  Auburn,  Avon,  Barre,  Berlin,  Bernards- 
ton,  Bolton,  Becket,  Brookline,  Blandford,  Boylston,  Buck- 
land,  Charlton,  Cheshire,  Chesterfield,  Concord,  Clarksburg, 
Colrain,  Conway,  Cottage  City,  Cummington,  Dalton,  Dun- 
stable, Douglas,  Danvers,  Eastham,  Enfield,  Egremont, 
Framingham,  Goshen,  Grafton,  Granby,  Great  Barrington, 
Halifax,  Hamilton,  Hatfield,  Heath,  Hinsdale,  Hopedale, 
Hubbardston,  Hyde  Park,  Hudson,  Kingston,  Lancaster, 
Lakeville,  Lanesborough,  Lee,  Lenox,  Leverett,  Lexington, 
Leyden,  Ludlow,  Mansfield,  Mendon,  Merrimac,  Middleton, 
Montague,  Monterey,  Montgomery,  Millis,  Mount  Washing- 
ton, Needham,  New  Braintree,  Newbury,  New  Marlborough, 
New  Salem, Northborough, Norfolk, Northfield,  Orleans,  Otis, 
Oxford,  Pelham,  Phillipston,  Princeton,  Pembroke,  Prov- 
incetown,  Reading,  Revere,  Raynham,  Rockland,  Rockport, 
Rowley,  Royalston,  Russell,  Salisbury,  Savuy,  Shirley,  Shef- 
field, Shelburne,  Southborough,  Shrewsbury,  Southampton, 
Stockbridge,  Stow,  Stoughton,  Southwick,  Sunderland, 
Sutton,    Tyringham,    Wakefield,   Wales,  Ware,    Welliieet, 
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WellesJey,  Wendell,  Westhampton,  West  Stockbridge, 
Weymouth,  Whitman,  Williamsburg,  Whately,  Winches- 
ter, Worthington. 

Of  the  314  paupers,  31  were  between  twenty-one  and 
forty  years  of  age,  60  between  forty  and  sixty,  159  between 
sixty  and  eighty,  and  64  over  eighty.  For  their  support 
there  was  paid  in  65  cases  less  than  $2.00  per  week,  in  203 
cases  from  $2.00  to  $3.00  per  week,  and  in  46  cases  over 
$3.00  per  week.  In  a  few  instances  of  old  and  helpless  per- 
sons, the  rate  of  payment  was  from  $5.00  to  $10.00.  263 
of  these  paupers  were  defective  either  in  body  or  mind,  or 
infirm  through  age,  only  48  of  them  being  recorded  as  in 
good  mental  and  physical  condition.  All  but  4  are  stated 
to  have  had  good  care.  95  were  able  to  render  more  or  less 
service  to  the  persons  boarding  them.  In  47  cases  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  apparently  failed  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quirement of  the  law  that  they  shall  visit  the  paupers  at 
least  once  in  every  six  months. 

Dependent  Minor  Children  in  Almshouses. 

The  State  Board  is  required  to  visit  all  such  children  at 
least  once  a  year,  and  to  inquire  into  their  condition,  and  to 
make  such  other  investigation  in  relation  to  them  as  it  may 
think  fit.  Children  cannot  be  retained  in  an  almshouse  for 
a  longer  period  than  two  months  unless  they  are  :  (1)  under 
four  years  of  age  ;  or  (2)  under  eight  years  of  age,  with 
their  mothers;  or  (3)  so  defective  in  body  or  mind  as  to 
render  their  retention  in  the  almshouse  desirable.  Under 
the  provisions  of  the  Statutes  the  Board  received,  in  January 
and  in  July,  returns  from  the  several  cities  and  towns  re- 
garding the  children  in  almshouses  at  those  dates,  and  these 
children  were  all  visited  by  agents  of  the  Division  of  State 
Minor  Wards,  who  made  reports  regarding  their  condition, 
care,  instruction,  etc.  In  a  few  instances  towns  were  found 
to  have  unintentionally  violated  the  law  in  relation  to  the 
retention  of  children  in  almshouses,  but  on  due  representa- 
tion being  made  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  they  have 
almost  invariably  shown  a  readiness  to  comply  with  the 
literal  requirements  of  the  Statute. 

From  the  reports  of  the  visitors  it  appears  that  the  fol- 
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lowing  64  towns,  viz.,  Adams,  Agawam,  Amesbury,  Ash- 
burnham,  Ashland,  Attleborough,  Barnstable,  Bridgewater, 
Brockton,  Cambridge,  Clinton,  Cohasset,  Cbicopee,  Dennis, 
Duxbury,  East  Bridgewater,  Fall  River,  Fitchburg,  George- 
town, Hanover,  Harwich,  Hatfield,  Holyoke,  Hubbardston, 
Haverhill,  Lancaster,  Lee,  Lawrence,  Lowell,  Lynn,  Mai- 
den, Mansfield,  Marblehead,  Marlborough,  Mattapoisett, 
Maynard,  Melrose,  Methuen,  Milford,  Nantucket,  New  Bed- 
ford, Newburyport,  North  Adams,  Peabody,  Pittsfield,  Re- 
hoboth,  Rochester,  Salem,  Shrewsbury,  Spencer,  Springfield, 
Sturbridge,  Swansea,  Taunton,  Tewksbury,  Wakefield,  War- 
ren, Watertown,  West  Boylston,  Weymouth,  Wilh'amstown, 
Woburn,  Worcester,  Wrentham, — were  caring  for  231  chil- 
dren in  their  almshouses.  Of  these  children,  122  were 
boys,  and  109  girls;  118  of  them  were  under  four  years  of 
age;  55  were  between  four  and  eight  years  of  age,  with 
their  mothers  in  the  almshouse  and  able  to  assist  in  caring" 
for  them ;  and  58  were  over  eight  years  of  age,  and  so  de- 
fective in  body  or  mind  as  to  render  their  retention  in  an 
almshouse  desirable.  24  attended  school,  and  29  did  more 
or  less  work.  Almost  all  of  them  were  stated  to  have  had 
good  care  ;  in  a  few  instances  the  care  was  reported  to  have 
been  "  fair ;  "  and  in  only  two  cases  was  it  said  to  have  been 
unsatisfactory,  and  in  these  latter,  representation  to  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  produced  the  desired  effect. 

Dependent  Minor  Children  provided  for  in  Families, 
These  children  also  are  required  to  be  visited  twice  a  year 
by  the  Board,  and  their  condition  inquired  into.  Semi- 
annual reports  from  the  towns  were  received,  and  all  chil- 
dren reported  were  visited  by  agents  of  the  Division  of  State 
Minor  Wards.  From  the  returns  it  appears  that  144  cities 
and  towns  provided  for  1,109  children  of  this  class,  —  the  city 
of  Boston  having  497  of  them  under  its  care.  The  cities  and 
towns  are  as  follows:  Abington,  Acushnet,  Adams,  Alford, 
Amesbury,  Athol,  Attleborough,  Avon,  Barre,  Becket,  Ber- 
nardston,  Beverly,  Billerica,  Boston,  Bourne,  Boxford, 
Boylston,  Brewster,  Brockton,  Brookfield,  Brookline,  Cam- 
bridge, Canton,  Chatham,  Chelsea,  Cheshire,  Chester,  Ches- 
terfield, Chicopee,   Clinton,   Dalton,   Danvers,   Dartmouth, 
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Dedham,  Dighton,  Dudley,  Easthampton,  Essex,  Everett, 
Fairhaven,  Fall  River,  Fitchburg,  Freetown,  Gloucester, 
Great  Barrington,  Greenwich,  Hamilton,  Hanover,  Harwich, 
Hatfield,  Haverhill,  Hawley,  Hinsdale,  Holyoke,  Hyde  Park, 
Kingston,  Lakeville,  Lancaster,  Lanesborough,  Lawrence, 
Lenox,  Lexington,  Littleton,  Lowell,  Lynn,  Lynnfield, 
Mansfield,  Marblehead,  Marlborough,  Mashpee,  Medfield, 
Medford,  Melrose,  Merrimac,  Middlefield,  Milton,  Mon- 
tague, Nantucket,  Natick,  New  Bedford,  Newburyport,  New 
Marlborough,  Newton,  Norfolk,  North  Adams,  Northampton, 
North  Attleborough,  North  Andover,  Northborough,  North- 
field,  Norwood,  Oakham,  Orleans,  Oxford,  Peabody,  Pem- 
broke, Petersham,  Pittsfield,  Plymouth,  Provincetown, 
Quincy,  Randolph,  Raynham,  Reading,  Revere,  Rochester, 
Rockland,  Royalston,  Russell,  Salem,  Sandisfield,  Scituate, 
Sharon,  Sheffield,  Sherborn,  Shutesbury,  Shrewsbury, 
Somerville,  Spencer,  Springfield,  Stockbridge,  Stoneham, 
Stoughton,  Sturbridge,  Taunton,  Tyringham,  Wakefield, 
Waltham,  Ware,  Wareham,  Warwick,  Way  land.  West 
Newbury,  West  Springfield,  West  Stockbridge,  Westwood, 
Whately,  Whitman,  Wilbraham,  Winchendon,  Woburn, 
Worcester,  Worthington,  Wrentham. 

Of  the  children,  607  were  boys,  and  502  girls.  All  but 
178  were  in  good  mental  and  ph3^sical  condition.  624  of 
them  attended  school,  and  253  did  more  or  less  work.  All 
but  12  were  reported  as  receiving  good  care.  The  price 
of  board  paid  for  them  averaged  about  $2.00  per  week,  but 
in  a  considerable  number  of  instances  the  price  was  from 
$1.00  to  $1.50,  and  in  a  few  it  was  from  $2.00  to  $3.00. 

The  Board's  Finances. 
The  following  table  shows  the  Legislative  appropriations 
for  expenses  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  for  the  calen- 
dar year  1898,  the  expenses  for  the  same  year,  the  appro- 
priations for  the  year  189D,  and  the  estimates  for  the  year 
1900.     The  expenses  for  the  year  1899  are  not  completed. 
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Appro- 
prialions 

1898 


Expenses 
1898 


Appro- 
priations 

1899 


Estimates 
1900 


Expenses  of  the  Board,  including 
travelling  and  otlier  expenses  of 
the  members,  and  salaries  and  ex. 
penses  in  the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  Board 

Salaries  and  expenses  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  In-Door  Poor,*     . 

Salaries  and  expenses  in  the  Division 
of  State  Adult  Poor,t 

Salaries  and  expenses  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Out-lJoor  Poor,*  . 

Salaries  and  expenses  in  the  Division 
of  State  Minor  Wards,!     . 

Transportation  of  State  paupers, 

Care  and  maintenance  of  indigent  and 
neglected  children  and  juvenile 
offenders, 

Support  of  State  pauper  infants, 

Education  and  instruction  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  including  transportation 
to  and  from  said  schools,  of  indigent 
and  neglected  children  and  juvenile 
offenders,  for  the  current  year  and 
previous  years 


Travelling  and  other  necessary  ex- 
penses of  Auxiliary  Visitors,   . 

Support  and  relief  of  State  paupers  in 
State  Hospitals  and  Asylums  for  the 
Insane;  and  reimbursement  of  towns 
for  the  support  of  insane  paupers, 
for  the  current  year  and  previous 
years 

Support  of  State  paupers  in  the  Mas- 
sachusetts School  for  the  Feeble- 
minded and  the  Hospital  Cottages 
for  Children, 

Support  of  sick  State  paupers,  in- 
cluding cases  of  wife-settlement,  by 
cities  and  towns,  for  the  current 
year  and  previous  years,  . 

Burial  of  State  paupers  by  cities  and 
towns,  for  the  current  year  and 
previous  years 

Temporary  aid  for  Stato  paupers  and 
shipwrecked  seamen  by  cities  and 
towns,  for  the  current  year  and 
previous  years, 

Expenses  incurred  in  connection  with 
smallpox  and  other  diseases  dan- 
gerous to  the  public  health,  for  the 
current  year  and  previous  years,     . 


$5,000  00 

19,244  53 

17,550  GO 

13,524  51 

15,950  00 
18,000  00 

105,000  00 
32,000  00 


8,000  00 
1,400  00 


10,000  00 


3,000  00 
$632,669  04 


$4,994  78 

19,244  53 

16,645  18 

13,524  51 

15,946  01 
15,558  87 

115,950  03t 
32,861  64t 


9,390  50J 
1,231  64 


200,000  00        216,333  76| 


10,000  00  j       14,188  15t 


125,000  00        124,999  80 


8,607  10 


50,000  00  32,861  64 


2,091  35 


$644,429  89t 


$7,000  00 


35,000  00 


35,000  00 
12,000  00 

135,000  00 
35,000  00 


12,000  00 
1,400  00 

240,000  00 
15.000  00 


10,000  00 


50.000  00 


3,000  00 


$715,400  00 


$7,000  00 


!7,000  00 


37,000  00 

10,000  00 

133,000  00 

35,000  00 


12,000  00 
1.400  00 


260,000  00 


18,000  00 


95,000  00 


10,000  00 


37.000  00 


3,000  00 


35,400  00 


To  June  30,  1898. 


t  From  July  1, 


J  Deficiency. 


Note.  —  The  increase  in  the  estimates  for  appropriations  for  salaries 
and  expenses  in  the  Divisions  of  State  Adult  Poor  and  State  Minor 
Wards  is  due  to  the  increase  of  work  in  these  Divisions,  requiring  the 
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employment  of  additional  service,  and  also  to  the  action  of  the  Board 
establishing  a  graded  system  of  salaries  for  its  employees,  based  on 
length  of  service.  The  decrease  in  the  estimate  for  the  appropriation 
for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  Indigent  and  Neglected  Children  and 
Juvenile  Offenders  is  because  the  appropriation  for  the  year  1899, — 
which  was  $30,000  more  than  that  for  the  year  immediately  preceding, 
—  was  found  to  be  unnecessarily  large.  The  decrease  in  the  estimate 
for  the  appropriation  for  the  Transportation  of  State  Paupers  is  because 
the  practical  operation  of  the  law  transferring  the  work  of  the  trans- 
portation of  insane  paupers  to  the  State  Board  of  Insanity,  and  leaving 
to  the  State  Board  of  Charity  the  transportation  of  sane  paupers  only, 
has  shown  that  a  somewhat  smaller  amount  than  that  appropriated 
for  the  year  1899  will  probably  be  suflBcient.  The  increase  in  the 
estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  Support  of  State  Paupers  in  the 
State  Hospitals  and  Asylums  for  the  Insane,  and  for  the  Support  of 
State  Paupers  in  the  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble-minded  and 
the  Hospital  Cottages  for  Children,  is  owing  to  the  estimated  deficiency 
for  the  year  1899  in  both  of  these  appropriations,  resulting  from  the 
greater  number  of  insane  and  feeble-minded  dependents  coming  under 
the  care  of  the  State.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  Board  has  no  con- 
trol over  either  of  these  two  appropriations ;  the  cost  to  the  State  per 
patient  being  fixed  by  Statute,  and  the  regulation  of  the  number  of  inmates 
of  the  institutions  being  in  the  hands  of  other  authorities.  The  decrease 
in  the  estimates  for  the  appropriations  for  the  Support  of  Sick  State 
Paupers,  and  the  Temporary  Aid  of  State  Paupers,  is  because  the 
appropriations  for  the  year  1899  have  proved  to  be  in  excess  of  the 
amounts  needed,  by  reason  of  the  promptness  on  the  part  of  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  in  forwarding  their  bills,  and  the  diligence  of  the  agents  of 
the  Board  in  examining  the  bills,  with  the  result  that  the  amount  of 
outstanding  claims  of  the  cities  and  towns  against  the  Commonwealth  is 
much  smaller  than  it  has  been  for  several  years  past. 

The  expenses  for  the  oflScial  year  —  October  1,  1898,  to 
September  30,  1899  —  were  as  follows  :  — 


Expenses  of  the  Board, 
Division  of  State  Adult  Poor, 
Division  of  State  Minor  Wards, 
Transportation  of  State  Paupers 
Support  of  Indigent  and  Neglec 
Support  of  Pauper  Infants,  . 
Education  of  State  Children, 
Auxiliary  Visitors, 
Support  of  Insane, 
Support  of  Feeble-minded,  etc. 
Support  of  Sick  State  Paupers, 
Burial  of  State  Paupers, 


Amount  carried  forward^ 


ed  Children,  etc., 


$6,445  38 

33,775  50 

33,672  19 

9,661  54 

124,630  20 

33,975  57 

11,335  80 

947  63 

238,608  88 
15,645  78 

101,534  29 
11,993  95 

$622,226  71 
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Amount  brought  forward, $622,22671 

Temporary  Aid  of  State  Paupers, 40,630  89 

Dangerous  Diseases, 662  76 

Total $663,420  36 


DETAILS. 

EXPENSES   OF  THE   BOARD. 


Salaries : 
John  D.  Wells,  Clerk  of  the  Board, 
Henry  C.  Prentiss,  Statistical  Clerk, 
Mary  A.  Boylan,  Assistajit,  . 
Henry  J.  Jenner,  Assistant, 
Louisa  S.  Kolb,  Assistant,     . 


Total  salaries, 


Travelling  expenses  of  members, 

Printing, 

Stationery, 

Postage,  expressage,  telegrams,  and  telephone, 

Publications, 

Extra  service  and  miscellaneous  expenses, 


Total, 


DIVISION   OF   STATE   ADULT  POOR 

Salaries : 
Stephen  C.  Wrightington,  Superintendent, 
Joshua  F.  Lewis,  M.D.,  Deputy  Superintendent, 
George  B.  Tufts,  Deputy  Superintendent, 
Henry  H.  Fairbanks,  Accountant, 
Thomas  M.  Doane,  Transportation  Officer. 
Charles  A  Colcord,  Settlement  Examiner, 
Edward  F.  Morgan,  Visitor, 
Berndt  F.  Heurlin,  Visitor,  . 
Edward  I.  White,  Visitor,     . 
Willard  D  Tripp,  Visitor,    . 
Benjamin  W.  Peck,  Visitor, . 
William  J.  Hinchcliffe,  Visitor,    . 
Henry  D.  Hawkes,  Visitor,  . 
Harry  H.  Pray^  Visitor, 
Emma  S.  White,  Settlement  Clerk, 
Emma  T.  Cornish,  Transportatio7i  Offi 
Robina  A.  Morison,  Accountant,  . 
Annie  A.  McBride,  Stenographer, 
Lilla  D  Baker,  Clerk,  . 
Mary  J.  Breslin,  Clerk, 
Annette  E.  Barnes,  Stenographer, 


Amount  carried  forward, 


cer. 


$2,500  00 

1,800  00 

226  24 

12  09 

353  57 

$4,891  90 

481  97 

319  24 

151  45 

259  52 

123  63 

217  67 

$6,445  38 


$3,300  00 

1,950  00 

1,800  00 

1,200  00 

916  66 

1,200  00 

1,000  00 

900  00 

1,400  00 

1,300  00 

1,200  00 

1,100  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

700  00 

800  00 

775  00 

700  00 

700  00 

675  00 

$24,616  66 
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Amount  brought  forward^ 

Patrick  Glynn,  Messenger, 
Morris  Lipp,  Messenger, 
Justine  D.  Ferris,  Clerk, 
Hubert  O,  Moore,  Visitor, 
Louis  R.  Lipp,  Messenger, 

Total  salaries, 

Printing, 

Stationery,     . 

Postage,  expressage,  telegrams,  and  telephone, 

Publications, 

Extra  service  and  miscellaneous  expenses, 
Travelling  expenses : 

Superintendent, 

Joshua  F.  Lewis, 

Edward  I.  White, 

Benjamin  W.  Peck,     . 

Berndt  F.  Heurlin,     . 

William  J.  Hinchcliflfe, 

Edward  F.  Morgan,    . 

Henry  D,  Hawkes,     . 

Emma  S.  White, 

William  D.  Tripp,      . 

Harry  H.  Pray,  . 

Hubert  O.  Moore, 


Total  Division  of  State  Adult  Poor, 


$483  45 
831  74 
494  86 
482  00 
251  78 
308  00 
595  00 
300  26 
21  30 
373  98 
446  80 
433  20 
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124,616  66 

491  66 
138  66 
360  71 
601  20 
133  34 

$26,342  23 

392  19 
999  06 
779  39 
176  39 
63  87 


5,022  37 


$33,775  50 


DIVISION  OF  STATE  MINOR  WARDS 

Salaries : 
William  P.  Derby,  M.D,,  Superintendent,    . 
Bertha  W.  Jacobs,  Deputy  Superintendent, 
Sarah  M.  Crawford,  M.D.,  Deputy  Superintendent 
Edward  F.  Cummings,  M.D.,  Medical  Visitor, 
Charles  K.  Morton,  Visitor  at  Large, 
Frederick  A.  Burt,  Visitor,   . 
Frederick  G.  Southmayd,  Visitor, 
Thomas  P.  Bagley,  Visitor,  . 
George  H.  Hull,  Visitor, 
Nathan  Coe,  Visitor,     . 
David  Walker,  Visitor, 
G.  Frederick  Davis,  Visitor, 
Edward  W.  Bowker,  Visitor, 
Henry  L.  Gardner,  Visitor,  . 
William  W.  Foster,  Visitor, 
Albert  A.  Carlton,  Visitor,    . 
Mary  S.  Beale,  Visitor  at  Large, 

Amount  carried  forward, 


$2,500  00 

1,500  00 

1,500  00 

1,500  00 

1,350  00 

1,400  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,200  00 

$21,350  00 
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Amount  brought  forward^ 

Lucy  B.  Hancock,  Visitor  at  Large, 
Emma  W.  Kelley,  Clerk,      . 
E.  Mabel  Tyler,  Visitor, 
Georgiana  C.  Faden,  Clerk,  . 
Alice  A.  Page,  Accountant,  . 
Mary  Agnes  Perrault,  Visitor, 
Annie  F.  Merrill,  Accountant, 
Ellen  L.  Lynch,  Clerk, . 
Annie  E.  Hancock,  Clerk, 
Grace  F.  Ordway,  Visitor,    . 
Florence  Faden,  Visitor, 
Justine  D.  Ferris,  Clerk, 
Mary  R.  Cady,  Clerk,   . 
Marion  Cliapin,  Visitor, 
Joseph  P.  Mclntire,  Messenger, 
Martha  E.  Taylor,  Visitor,   . 
Katherine  A.  Dwyer,  Clerk, 
Jennie  L.  Harris,  Clerk, 
Isabel  L.  Strong,  Visitor, 
Catherine  A.  Chisholm,  Visitor, 

Total  salaries, 

Printing,       .... 

Stationery,     .... 

Postage,  expressage,  telegrams,  and  teleph 

Publications, 

Extra  service  and  miscellaneous  expenses, 

Superintendent's  travel. 

Total  Division  of  State  Minor  Wards, 


one, 


[Jan. 


$21,350  00 

900  00 

700  00 

700  00 

700  00 

775  00 

700  00 

775  00 

675  00 

600  00 

600  00 

600  00 

239  29 

600  00 

80  00 

187  .34 

450  00 

360  71 

233  87 

61  29 

120  97 

$31,408  47 

692  10 

434  18 

608  13 

29  75 

263  28 

236  28 

$33,672  19 


TRANSPORTATION   OF  STATE  PAUPERS. 

Travelling  expenses  of  oflSlcers : 

Thomas  M.  Doane, $335  55 

Emma  T.  Cornish, 217  70 

Charles  E.  Colcord, 89  74 

Berndt  F.  Heurlin, 13  84 

Edward  F.  Morgan, 1  55 

$658  38 

Foreign  fares, 3,494  94 

Inland  fares, 3,739  82 

Carriage  and  express, 474  55 

Food  and  lodging, 409  03 

Assistance  and  miscellaneous  expenses,      ....  424  02 

Transportation  to  State  Almshouse, 460  80 

Total, $9,661  54 
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INDIGENT  AND  NEGLECTED  CHILDREN,  ETC 

Board,  clothing,  etc., 

Board  and  care,    , 
Schoolins:,    .        .        .        , 


Mrs 


.  White's,  5 


.$3,263  01 
.      306  48 


Travelling  expenses  of  visitors 
Bertha  W.  Jacobs, 
George  H.  Hull, 
Charles  K.  Morton, 
Thomas  P.  Bagley, 
Frederick  G.  Southmayd, 
David  Walker,  . 
Nathan  Coe, 
Heni-y  L.  Gardner, 
Edward  W.  Bowker, 
G.  Frederick  Davis, 
William  W.  Foster, 
Mary  S.  Beale,  . 
Lucy  B.  Hancock, 
Alice  A.  Page,  . 
E.  Mabel  Tyler, 
Mary  A.  Perrault, 
Annie  E.  Hancock, 
Grace  F.  Ordway, 
Florence  Faden, 
Marion  Chapin, 
Martha  E.  Taylor, 
Albert  A.  Carlton, 
Jennie  L.  Harris, 


$39  92 

226 

35 

920  74 

440  87 

495  62 

897 

04 

881 

68 

1,017  41 

106 

90 

707 

93 

819 

77 

697  83 

514  78 

235 

04 

344  50 

477 

08 

167 

78 

1,004 

09 

740 

17 

95 

01 

539  49 

128 

95 

65  78 

$109,495  98 


3,569  49 


11,564  73 


Total, $124,630  20 


PAUPER  INFANTS. 

Board  of  infants, 

Medicine,  medical  attendance,  clothing,  etc., 

Expenses  of  nursery, 

Travelling  expenses  of  visitors: 

Sarah  M.  Crawford, 

Edwin  F.  Cummings, 

Frederick  A.  Burt, 

Albert  A.  Carlton, 

Isabel  L.  Strong, 

Catherine  A.  Chisholm, 


$29,896  72 
1,493  45 
1,038  54 


$296  29 

283  75 

553  61 

279  04 

44  17 

90  00 


Total, 


EDUCATION   OF  STATE   CHILDREN. 


City  and  town  bills. 


1,546  86 

$33,975  57 

$11,335  80 
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AUXILIARY  VISITORS. 

Travelling  and  other  expenses,   . 


$947  63 


STATE  INSANE  HOSPITALS,  ETC. 

Support  of  State  Patients : 

Taunton  Insane  Hospital, 

Danvers  Insane  Hospital, 

Worcester  Insane  Hospital, 

Northampton  Insane  Hospital, 

Worcester  Insane  Asylum, 

Westborough  Insane  Hospital, 

Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Dipsomaniacs  and  Inebriates, 

Medfield  Insane  Asylum, 

Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Epileptics,        .... 


Reimbursement  of  towns, 


$34,179  47 

32,220  11 

41,722  27 

10,866  61 

21,122  52 

27,976  57 

14,996  92 

32,526  87 

10,918  76 

8226,530  10 

12,078  78 


Total, $238,608  88 


SUPPORT  OF  FEEBLE-MINDED,  ETC. 

Custodial    cases    in    Massachusetts    School  for    Feeble- 

Minded, 

Cases  in  Hospital  Cottages  for  Children,    .... 


ei2,436  02 
3,209  76 


Total, $15,645  78 


SUPPORT  OF  SICK  STATE  PAUPERS. 

City  and  town  bills  of  1891, 

"  1892,    

"  1893, 

"  1894, 

"  1895,    

"     "     "  1896, 

"  1897,    

"    «     "  1898,    

"     "  1899,    


$9  44 

94 

1  98 

260  15 

317  91 

3,377  97 

7,983  96 

67,725  15 

21,856  79 

Total. 


$101,534  29 


BURIAL  OF  STATE  PAUPERS. 

City  and  town  bills  of  1894,  .... 

"     1895,  .... 

"     1896 

"     1897,  .... 

"     1898,  .... 

"           "             "     1899,  .... 


$21  00 
40  00 

295  00 
1,549  45 
7,858  05 
2,230  45 


Total, 


$11,993  95 
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TEMPORARY  AID  OF  STATE  PAUPERS. 


City  and  town  bills  of  1892, 

((           (( 

"     1893, 

tt                        (C 

"     1894, 

tt                      (C 

"     1895, 

(i               (( 

"     1896, 

t(                (( 

«     1897, 

(C                        (( 

''     1898, 

((             l( 

"     1899, 

$19  79 

56  36 

107  54 

156  66 

463  83 

3,838  71 

26,750  30 

4,996  60 


t^36,389  79 

Foreign  fares, 2,668  47 

Inland  fares, 786  10 

Carriage  and  express, 330  73 

Food  and  lodging, 96  81 

Miscellaneous, 94  60 

Travelling  expenses  of  officers : 

Thomas  M.  Doane, $91  46 

Emma  T.  Cornish, 161  39 

Berndt  F.  Heurlin, 1154 


264  39 


Total, $40,630  89 


DANGEROUS  DISEASES. 

City  and  town  bills  of  1897, ?163  13 

"     1898, 389  63 

«           "             «     1899 10  00 


Total, S562  76 


The  above  details  may  be  classified  as  follows  :  — 

Salaries, $62,642  60 

Travelling  expenses, 20,723  01 

Printing, 1,361  61 

Stationery, 1,579  79 

Other  office  expenses, 2,568  45 

Support  of  State  minor  wards, 156,829  58 

Transportation, 8,766  26 

Support  of  insane  and  feeble-minded,  ....       254,254  66 

Support  of  State  out-door  poor, 154,233  60 

$662,959  56 


It  should  be  noted  that,  in  regard  to  the  last  two  items  of 
expenditure  in  this  classification,  amounting  to  $408,488.26, 
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the  function  of  the  Board  is  simply  to  ascertain  whether  the 
persons  to  whom  payment  is  made  are  properly  chargeable 
to  the  State,  and  also  whether  the  charges  are  within  the 
amount  fixed  by  law ;  and  that  it  is  only  the  remaining  ex- 
penses, amounting  to  $254,471.30,  which  are  actually  within 
the  Board's  control. 

List  of  Employees  of  the  Boaed. 

Following  is  a  list  of  employees  of  the  Board,  with  a 
schedule  of  their  salaries  for  the  year  1900. 


clerk's  office. 
John  D.  Wells,  Clerk  oj  the  Board,     . 
Henry  €.  Prentiss,  M.D.,  Statistical  Clerk, . 
Louisa  S.  Kolb,  Assistant,    .... 


Total, 


DIVISION  OF  STATE  ADULT  POOR 

Stephen  C.  Wrightington,  Superintendent, . 

Joshua  F.  Lewis,  M.D.,  Deputy  Superintendent 

George  B.  Tufts,  Deputy  Superintendent 

Henry  H.  Fairbanks,  Accountant, 

Thomas  M.  Doane,  Transportation  Officer, 

Charles  A.  Colcord,  Settlement  Examiner, 

Edward  F.  Morgan,  Visitor, 

Berndt  F.  Heurlin,  Visitor,  . 

Edward  I.  White;  Visitor,    . 

Willard  D.  Tripp,  Visitor,    . 

Benjamin  W.  Peck,  Visitor, . 

William  J.  Hinchcliflfe,  Visitor,   . 

Henry  D.  Hawkes,  Visitor,  . 

Harry  H.  Pray,  Visitor, 

Hubert  O.  Moore,  Visitor,    . 

Emma  S.  White,  Settlement  Clerk, 

Emma  T.  Cornish,  Transportation  Officer, 

Robina  A.  Morison,  Accountant,  . 

Annie  A.  McBride,  Stenographer, 

Lilla  D.  Baker,  Clerk,  . 

Justine  D.  Ferris,  Clerk, 

Mary  J.  Breslin,  Clerk, 

Annette  E.  Barnes,  Stenographer, 

Louis  R.  Lipp,  Messenger,    . 


$2,500  00 

1,800  00 

600  00 

$4,900  00 


Total, 


$3,500  00 

2,000  00 

2,000  00 

1,200  00 

1,000  00 

1,300  00 

1,200  00 

1,000  00 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

1,200  00 

1,400  00 

1,200  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

700  00 

900  00 

800  00 

800  00 

600  00 

700  00 

700  00 

400  00 

$28,800  00 
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DIVISION  OF  STATE  MINOR  WARDS 

William  P.  Derby,  M.D.,  Superintendent, 

Bertha  W.  Jacobs,  Deputy  Superintendent 

Sarah  M.  Crawford,  M.D.,  Deputy  Superintendent 

Edwin  F.  Cummings,  M.D.,  Medical  Visitor. 

Frederick  A.  Burt,  Visitor,  . 

Charles  K.  Morton,  Visitor  at  large 

Frederick  G.  Southma3-d,  Visitor, 

Thomas  P.  Bagley,  Visitor, 

George  H.  Hull,  Visitor, 

Nathan  Coe,  Visitor,     . 

David  Walker,  Visitor, 

G.  Frederick  Davis,  Visitor, 

Edward  W.  Bowker,  Visitor, 

Henr}'  L.  Gardner,  Visitor,  . 

William  W.  Foster,  Visitor, 

Albert  A.  Carlton,  Visitor,    . 

Mary  S.  Beale,  Visitor  at  large 

Lucy  B.  Hancock,  Visitor  at  large, 

Emma  W.  Kelley,  Clerk, 

E.  Mabel  Tyler,  Visitor, 

Georgian  a  C,  Faden,  Visitor. 

Alice  A.  Page,  Accountayit, 

Mary  A.  Perrault,  Visitor, 

Annie  F.  Merrill,  Accountant 

Ellen  L.  Lynch,  Clerk, 

Florence  Faden,  Visitor, 

Katherine  A.  Dwyer,  Clerk 

Mary  R.  Cady,  Clerk,    . 

Martha  E.  Taylor,  Visitor, 

Jennie  L.  Harris,  Clerk, 

Catherine  A.  Chisholm,  Visitor, 

Marion  Pearson,  Visitor, 

Mary  S.  Jones,  Clerk,   . 

Joseph  P.  Mclntire,  Messenger, 


Total, $33,750  00 

SUMMARY. 

Clerk's  Office, $4,900  00 

Division  of  State  Adult  Poor, 28,800  00 

Division  of  State  Minor  Wards, 33,750  00 

Total, $67,450  00 


$2,500  00 

1,500  00 

1,500  00 

1,500  00 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

1,200  00 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,000.  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,200  00 

1,000  00 

700  00 

800  00 

700  00 

800  00 

700  00 

900  00 

700  00 

600  00 

600  00 

600  00 

600  00 

600  00 

600  00 

600  00 

600  00 

250  00 
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Immigration. 

The  agreement  made,  March  28,  1894,  between  the  State 
Board  and  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  matter  of  the  support  of  alien  immigrants,  is  still  in  force. 
By  the  terms  of  the  contract  the  Commonwealth  is  reim- 
bursed from  the  immigrant  fund,  created  by  head-tax  col- 
lections, for  the  support  of  such  alien  immigrants  as  have 
entered  the  State,  and  fallen  into  serious  distress,  and  be- 
come a  public  charge,  within  one  year  from  their  landing  in 
the  country,  —  such  distress  having  arisen  from  causes  ex- 
isting subsequent  to  their  landing.  In  cases  where  the 
causes  of  distress  existed  prior  to  landing,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Steamship  Companies  bringing  the  immigrants  into  the 
United  States  to  carry  them  back  again,  and  also  to  reim- 
burse the  State  for  the  expense  of  their  support.  In  both 
instances  the  claim,  if  finally  established,  is  allowed  from 
the  date  of  the  first  notice  by  the  State  Board  to  the 
United  States  Commissioner  of  Immigration  for  the  ports 
of  Massachusetts. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  contract  the  Board  received 
and  transmitted  to  the  State  Treasurer,  during  the  last  oflfi- 
cial  year,  sums  amounting  to  $1,530.25,  —  $1,325.83  from 
the  immigrant  fund,  and  $204.42  from  sundry  Steamship 
Companies.  There  were  137  cases  allowed,  namely,  118  as 
charges  against  the  immigrant  fund,  and  19  as  charges  against 
the  Steamship  Companies  ;  —  the  immigrants  whose  expense 
was  paid  for  by  the  Steamship  Companies  being  deported  by 
those  Companies  to  the  ports  whence  they  sailed.  The  137 
cases  were  provided  for  as  follows  :  28  at  the  State  Alms- 
house ;  1  at  the  State  Farm  ;  2  at  Worcester  Insane  Hos- 
pital ;  2  at  Westborough  Insane  Hospital ;  1  at  Taunton 
Insane  Hospital ;  1  at  Hospital  Cottages  for  Children  ;  2  at 
Danvers  Insane  Hospital ;  58  at  Boston  City  Hospital ;  8 
at  Worcester  City  Hospital ;  3  at  Holyoke  Hospital ;  1  at 
Brockton  Hospital ;  2  at  Lowell  Hospital ;  8  at  Boston  Car- 
ney Hospital ;  1  at  Springfield  Hospital ;  1  at  Revere  Hos- 
pital ;  1  at  Chelsea  Hospital ;  2  at  Lynn  Hospital  ;  1  at 
Taunton   Hospital ;    3   at   Newton   Hospital ;    2   at  Maiden 
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Hospital ;  1  at  Somerville  Hospital ;  3  at  Fitchburg  Hos- 
pital ;  1  at  Ludlow ;  2  at  Wareham  ;  1  at  Medford ;  1  at 
Palmer. 

Statistics  of  Immigration. 
The  following  statistics  have  been  obtained  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Immigration  for  the  ports  of  Massachusetts  :  — 

Arrivals  at  the  Ports  of  Massachusetts  from  Foreign  Ports 
FOR  THE  Year  ending  September  30,  1899. 


NATIONALITY  OF  VESSELS. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Number  of 
Passengers. 

Number 

barred  from 

landing. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

British, 

American, 

Others, 

774 

87 
26 

66,484 

5,606 

592 

98 

7 

3 

Total, 

887 

72,682 

105 

3 

Classification  op  Passengers  arriving  at  the  Ports  of  Massa- 
chusetts FROM  Foreign  Ports  for  the  Year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1899. 


Aliens  from  Transatlantic  Ports  (landed),  . 
American  citizens  from  Transatlantic  Ports, 
Aliens  from  Dominion  of  Canada  (landed), 
American  citizens  from  Dominion  of  Canada, 
Tourists  and  visitors  from  Transatlantic  Ports, 
Aliens  from  Mexican  Ports,  .... 
Cattlemen  from  Transatlantic  Ports,    . 
Barred  from  landing  from  Transatlantic  Ports, 
Barred  from  landing  from  Dominion  of  Canada, 


Total, 72,682 


20,065 

5,532 

24,084 

18,244 

1,097 

3 

8,552 

78 

27 


Classification  of  Passengers  arriving  at  the  Port  of  Boston 
from  Transatlantic  Ports  for  the  Year  ending  September 
30,  1899. 

Steerage, 19,263 

Intermediate, 3,007 

Cabin, 4,079 

Cattlemen, 3,552 

Stowaways, 121 

Total, 30,022 
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Destination  of  Immigrants  arriving  at  Boston. 


States  and  Tekritories. 


North  Atlantic  Division 
Maine,   . 
New  Hampshire 
Vermont, 
MaBBachusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York,   . 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Total,     . 


South  Atlantic  Division. 


Maryland,     . 

District  of  Columbia,  . 

Virginia, 

South  Carolina,    . 

Georgia, 

Florida, 

Total,     . 


North  Central  Division. 


Ohio,     . 
Indiana, 
Illinois, 
Michigan, 
Wisconsin,   . 
Minnesota,    . 
Iowa,     . 
Missouri, 
North  Dakota, 
South  Dakota, 


Total. 


75 

13,573 

816 

147 

1,227 

42 


16,835 


87 

45 

865 

459 

174 

683 

89 

37 

85 

69 


States  and  Territories. 


North  Central  Division 
Concluded. 


Nebraska, 
Kansas, 
Total, 


South  Central  Division. 
Kentucky,  .... 

Tennessee 

Alabama,     .... 
Mississippi, 

Louisiana 

Texas 

Total 


Western  Division. 
Montana,  . 
Wyoming,  . 
Colorado,  . 
New  Mexico, 
Arizona, 

Utah,    .... 
Idaho, .... 
Washington, 
Oregon, 
California,  . 
Total,      . 


Recapitulation. 
North  Atlantic  Division, 
South  Atlantic  Division, 
North  Central  Division, 
South  Central  Division, 
Western  Division, 
Total,      . 


Total. 


46 

23 

2,662 


340 

16,835 

42 

2,662 

32 

340 


19.911 
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Occupation  of  Immigrants  arriving  at  Boston. 

Total. 

Total. 

Professional. 

Skilled -Concln^eCi. 

Actors 

1 

Saddlers 

2 

Artists, 

2 

Shoemakers 

75 

Clergy 

22 

Stonecutters 

18 

Engineers 

26 

Tailors  and  dressmakers,  . 

288 

Lawyers 

1 

Tobacco  manufacturers,    . 

10 

Physicians, 

7 

Watch  and  clock  makers, 

3 

Teachers, 

28 

Weavers  and  spinners, 

243 

All  others,  not  specified,     . 

47 

All  others,  not  specified,  . 
Total  skilled. 

215 

Total  professional. 

134 

1,765 

Skilled. 

Miscellaneous. 

Bakers 

42 

Agents,  factors. 

25 

Barbers 

12 

Farmers 

493 

Blacksmiths,         .... 

53 

Grocers  and  merchants,     . 

139 

Butchers, 

48 

Hotel-keepers,    .        .        .        . 

2 

Carpenters  and  joiners, 

113 

Laborers 

6,409 

Clerks, 

192 

Servants 

6,668 

Gardeners 

34 
2 

All  others,  not  specified,   . 
Total  miscellaneous,   . 

521 

Glaziers 

13,257 

Iron  workers,        .... 

18 

No    occupation,    including 

Machinists 

51 

women  and  children, 

4,755 

Mariners, 

165 

Total, 

4,755 

Masons 

19 

Mechanics,  not  specified,    . 

31 

Recapitulation. 

Millers 

13 

Professional 

134 

Miners 

49 

Skilled, 

1,765 

Painters, 

48 

Miscellaneous,     .        .        .        . 

13,257 

Plumbers 

14 

7 

No  occupation,    .... 
Total, 

4,755 

Printers, 

19,911 

In  addition  to  the  above,  10  alien  immigrants  who  arrived 
at  the  port  of  New  York,  and  1  who  arrived  at  the  port 
of  Phihidelphia,  were  returned  to  the  countries  whence  they 
came.  One  passenger  who  landed  at  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia, 3  at  the  port  of  New  Bedford,    1   at  the  port  of 
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Montreal,  and  52  at  the  port  of  New  York,  were  relieved 
in  hospital. 

Statistics  of  Immigration  at  the  Port  oj  New  Bedford  during 

the  Year, 
Total  number  of  taxable  passengers,  229,  all  Portuguese; 
males,  181,  females,  48;  18  under  15  years  of  age;  194 
between  15  and  40  years  and  17  over  40  years.  Destin- 
ations: —  Massachusetts,  167;  Rhode  Island,  45;  New 
York,  13 ;  Maine,  2 ;  California,  2.  Occupations :  — > 
domestics,  20;  seamstresses,  20;  seamen,  134;  laborers, 
35  ;  clerks,  1 ;  barbers,  1  ;  no  occupation,  18. 


Statistics  of  Immigration  at  the  Port  of  Gloucester  during 

the  Year, 
Total  number  of  taxable  passengers,  3  ;  all  males,  natives 
of  Newfoundland,  over  forty  years  of  age,  and  fishermen. 
Destination,  Massachusetts. 

The  amount  of  Head  Money   collected   at  the  Ports   of 
Massachusetts  during  the  year  was  as  follows  ;  — 

Boston. 

1898. 

October, $1,979 

November, 907 

December, 593 

1899. 

January, 356 

February, 510 

March, 739 

April, 3,607 

May, 4,089 

June, 2,483 

July, 1,513 

August, 1,713 

September, 2,519 

$21,008 

New  Bedford, 229 

Gloucester, 3 

Total, $21,240 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  alien  immi- 
grants arriving  at  the  port  of  Boston  from  transatlantic  ports 
in  each  official  year  from  May  10,  1848,  when  State  super- 
vision began,  to  the  close  of  the  last  official  year,  September 
30,  1899:  — 


1848, 
1849, 
1850, 
1851, 
1852, 
1853, 
1854, 
1855, 
1856, 
1857, 
1858, 
1859, 
1860, 
1861, 
1862, 
1863, 
1864, 
1865, 
1866, 
1867, 
1868, 
1869, 
1870, 
1871, 
1872, 
1873, 
1874, 


13,921 

7875, 

29,518 

1876, 

24,739 

1877, 

23,307 

1878, 

19,618 

1879, 

21,206 

1880, 

24,229 

1881, 

14,408 

1882, 

14,022 

1883, 

12,536 

1884, 

4,551 

1885, 

7,096 

1886, 

7,874 

1887, 

5,091 

1888, 

2,196 

1889, 

5,316 

1890, 

5,830 

1891, 

7,057 

1892, 

11,527 

1893, 

11,266 

1894, 

15,128 

1895, 

26,414 

1896, 

30,069 

1897, 

22,904 

1898, 

25,957 

1899,   . 

31,042 

20,223 

Tota 

1,   . 

. 

. 

13,468 
8,118 
5,766 
6,471 
10,895 
33,626 
43,642 
52,416 
42,384 
30,030 
19,929 
28,512 
40,415 
43,351 
33,979 
30,802 
31,556 
31,234 
28,143 
14,673 
23,508 
18,274 
12,765 
13,058 
20,065 

1,074,130 
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Names  of  Paupers  Sent  out  of  the  State,  etc. 

The  following  statement  is  made  in  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  Public  Statutes,  chapter  79,  section  14,  viz.  :  — 

If  a  state  pauper  who  has  received  a  permit  from  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  of  a  city  or  town  to  become  an  inmate  of  the  state 
almshouse  expresses  a  preference  to  be  sent  to  any  state  or  place 
where  he  has  a  legal  settlement,  or  friends  willing  to  support  him, 
the  board  may  remove  said  pauper,  instead  of  committing  him, 
if  in  its  judgment  the  interest  of  the  commonwealth  and  of  the 
pauper  will  be  promoted  thereby ;  but  no  person  shall  be  so  re- 
moved, unless,  in  the  judgment  of  said  overseers  and  of  the  board, 
he  will  become  a  charge  to  the  state  for  at  least  one  year ;  and  the 
board  shall  return,  in  its  annual  report,  the  names  of  all  persons 
so  removed,  the  places  whence  removed,  and  the  cost  of  each 
removal. 

Paupers  Sent  out  of  the  State,  etc. 


Date. 

NAME. 

Where  sent. 

Expense. 

1898. 

Oct.        7, 

James  Buckley, 

Bedford,  Can., 

$8  25 

15, 

Daniel  W.  Robinson 

New  Haven,  Conn., 

3  48 

17, 

Prudence  Taylor, 

Avonport,  N.  8.,    . 

9  00 

27, 

James  Madden, 

Portland,  Me., 

1  00 

Nov.       1, 

Edward  Wendel, 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

3, 

Catherine  McCarthy 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

18, 

James  Calpin,    . 

New  York,  N.Y., 

3  00 

26, 

Thomas  Cassidy, 

Providence,  R.  I., 

1  00 

26, 

Joseph  T.  Gallagher 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

30, 

Elizabeth  Gilbert, 

Providence,  R.  I., 

1  00 

Dec.        2, 

Ralph  Kinzey,  . 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

2, 

Lillie  Kinzey,    . 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

2, 

Henry  Messemer, 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

3. 

Daniel  Ferries,  . 

New  York,  N.  V., 

3  00 

6, 

John  Matthews, 

Bangor,  Me., 

1  25 

6, 

Mary  Matthews, 

Bangor,  Me., 

1  25 

6, 

Mitchell  Matthews, 

Bangor,  Me., 

- 

6, 

John  McDonald, 

Toronto,  Can., 

11  85 

6, 

Marie  McDonald, 

Toronto,  Can., 

5  93 

6, 

Archie  McDonald, 

. 

Toronto,  Can., 

5  92 
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Paupers  Sent  out  of  the  State,  etc.  — Continued. 


Date. 

NAME. 

Where  sent. 

,   Expense. 

1898. 
Dec.      19 

! 

Marcella  B.  Stone,    . 

Montreal,  Can  ,     . 

$8  00* 

19 

Mary  H.  Stone, 

Montreal,  Can.,     . 

- 

19 

Martha  E.  Stone, 

Montreal,  Can  ,      . 

- 

19 

Abraham  Minsky,     . 

New  York,  N.  Y  , 

3  00 

22 

Charles  Goodman,    . 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

1899. 

Jan.      11 

Mamie  Grave?,  . 

New  York,  N.Y., 

3  00 

11 

Eugene  Lincoln, 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

30 

William  J.  Burke,    . 

.     New  Bedford,  Mass., 

1  35 

30 

Robert  Williams,      . 

.     New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

31 

Bennett  von  Dunhoff, 

.     Louisville,  Ky.,     . 

;          23  50 

31 

Amanda  Harlow, 

.  !  Augusta,  Me., 

3  00 

Feb.        6 

William  H  Harrison, 

New  York,  N.  Y  , 

2  25 

9 

Maximilian  Cheverie, 

New  York,  N.  Y  , 

2  25 

17 

James  P.  Ryan, 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

20 

Albert  Hamilton,      . 

Boothbay,  Me.,     . 

2  50 

20 

Justin  Lewis,     . 

.     Boothbay,  Me  ,      . 

2  50 

21 

Martha  Williams,      . 

.     Stanstcad,  Can.,    . 

6  50 

24 

James  J.  Gorman,    . 

.  ,  Portsmouth,  N.  H  , 

1  40 

28 

Andrew  Lyman, 

.  j  New  York,  N.  Y., 

'            2  25 

March    2 

David  Marshall, 

1 

.     Philadelphia,  Penn., 

1            5  50 

3 

Archibald  Else, 

.     Binghamton,  N.  Y., 

'■            8  25 

4 

Isabelle  Mahoney,     . 

.     Antigonish,  N.  S., 

8  70 

17 

George  R.  Burns,     . 

.     New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

17 

Mary  R.  Way,  . 

.     Chicago,  HI.,. 

12  00* 

20 

Ferdinand  Drevlo,    . 

.     New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

20 

Augusta  Drevlo, 

.     New  York,  N.  Y., 

!            3  00 

20 

Oscar  Drevlo,    . 

.     New  York,  N.  Y., 

I            1  50 

20 

Elma  Drevlo,     . 

.     New  York,  N.  Y., 

j            1  50 

20 

Franz  Drevlo,    . 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

- 

20 

Arthur  Drevlo,. 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

- 

20 

Samuel  Dillon,  . 

Newark,  N.J.,. 

3  75 

30 

Patrick  J.  Sweeney, 

Tilton,  N.  H., 

2  13 

April    17 

1  Samuel  Levi,     . 

.  i  New  York,  N.  Y., 

1            3  00 

May        1 

:  Mary  Jones, 

.     New  York,  N.  Y., 

!            3  00 

j 

5 

Margaret  ilcArthur, 

.     Biddeford,  Me.,     . 

1            2  50 

12 

Charles  Sullivan, 

.     Lewiston,  Me  , 

i            2  00 

17 

John  Harrington, 

.     New  York,  N.  Y., 

1 

3  00 

*  Part  fare. 
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Paupers  Sent  out  of  the  Statc^  etc.  —  Continued. 


Date. 

NAME. 

Where  sent. 

Expense. 

1899. 

May      18, 

Joseph  Rice, 

New  York,  N.Y., 

$3  00 

24, 

Elizabeth  Cornwall, 

Grantvilie,  Conn  , 

2  38 

24, 

Margaret  Cornwall,  . 

Grantville,  Conn., 

2  38 

24, 

Susan  Cornwall, 

Grantvilie,  Conn., 

- 

24, 

Thomas  Cornwall,    . 

Grantville,  Conn., 

- 

25, 

Michael  J.  Buckley, 

New  York,  N.y., 

3  00 

29, 

Henry  Fortue,  . 

Lewiston,  Me., 

2  00 

June       1, 

Thomas  Comerford, 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

1, 

John  P.  Raymond,    . 

Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

1  40 

1» 

Viola  Raymond, 

Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

1  40 

1, 

Edith  Raymond, 

Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

- 

1, 

John  Raymond, 

Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

- 

1, 

James  Raymond, 

Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

- 

6, 

Charles  Wilcox, 

Augusta,  Me., 

4  00 

9, 

Mary  Benson,    . 

keene,  N.  H., 

2  50 

IS, 

Archie  A.  Gilhousen, 

Kahoka,  Mo., 

28  00 

14, 

Emily  Perry,     . 

Manchester,  Eng., 

24  10 

14, 

Thomas  J.  Fournier, 

Rutland,  Vt  , 

4  62 

14, 

Julia  A.  Whittle,      . 

Port  Hawkesbury,  C.  1 

5-. 

11  10 

19, 

Edward  Mclntire,     . 

New  York,  N.Y., 

3  00 

23, 

Isabelle  Allen,  . 

Philadelphia,  Penn., 

6  50 

23, 

Carl  Allen, 

Philadelphia,  Penn., 

- 

23, 

Norman  Allen,  . 

Philadelphia,  Penn., 

- 

23, 

Baby  Allen,       . 

Philadelphia,  Penn., 

- 

26, 

George  Smith,  . 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

4  00 

26, 

Lena  Walker,    . 

Harwich,  Mass.,    . 

2  03 

26, 

Mary  Burrow,   . 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  . 

60 

29, 

Thomas  Willcomb,  . 

Pittsfield,  Mass.,   . 

4  00 

29, 

William  n   Hefferan, 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

4  00 

July       3, 

George  Weisberger, 

Rochester,  N.Y.,. 

5  00 

5, 

James  Kelley,    . 

Providence,  R.  I.,. 

1  00 

6, 

Amos  Carter,     . 

Ballston,  N.  Y.,     . 

4  89 

6, 

Margaret  Wilson, 

Hartford,  Conn.,    . 

2  75 

6, 

Alice  Wilson,    . 

Hartford,  Conn  ,    . 

- 

21, 

John  Newcorab, 

Wellfleet,  Mass.,    . 

2  60 

Aug.       4, 

Lillian  Price,     . 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

4  00 

5. 

Martin  O'Neal,  . 

Killarney,  Ire  , 

27  91 

7, 

Mary  Murphy,  . 

Concord,  N.  H.,     . 

1  60 
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Date. 

NAME.                                           Where  sent. 
1 

Expense. 

1899. 

Aag.       7, 

Joseph  J.  Creed, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  . 

$18  00 

23, 

Edward  F.  Lewis,     . 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

23, 

George  Micki,    . 

Worcester,  Mass., 

1  00 

23, 

Martin  Wavin,  . 

Worcester,  Mass., 

50 

23, 

William  Maloney,     . 

Worcester,  Mass., 

1  00 

23, 

Ethel  White,      . 

Rockland,  Me.,      . 

2  60 

23, 

William  R.  Barnes,  . 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

25, 

Samuel  E.  Williamstown 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

4  00 

Sept.     16, 

Peter  Costello,  . 

Dundalk,  Ire., 

16, 
16, 

Mary  Costello,  . 
Bertha  Costello, 

Dundalk,  Ire., 
Dundalk,  Ire., 

>       34  00* 

16, 

Rosanna  Costello, 

Dundalk,  Ire., 

18, 

Frank  Keefe,     . 

Newark,  N.  J.,      . 

3  25 

19, 

William  Germain,     . 

Webster,  Mass.,    . 

1  40 

19, 

Henry  J.  Cone, 

Fall  River,  Mass., 

1  20 

19, 

Daniel  B.  Golden,     . 

Worcester,  Mass., 

1  00 

19, 

John  Maloney,  . 

Palmer,  Mass., 

1  90 

21, 

William  J.  Rowland, 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

3  00 

26, 

Michael  Powers, 

Montreal,  Can.,      . 

8  25 

26, 

Bridget  Powers, 

Montreal,  Can.,      . 

1            8  25 

26, 

William  J.  O'JIalley, 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

4  00 

27, 

William  Smith, 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

4  00 

28, 

John  Ryan, 

Toronto,  Can., 

11  85 

* 

Part  fa 

re. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board. 

The  Board  here  presents  a  summary  of  its  official  proceed- 
ings from  the  time  of  issuing  the  last  Annual  Report. 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting,  Saturday,  January  7,  1899. 

Report  of  Committee  of  General  Visitation  and  Inspection, 
showing  a  visit  made  to  the  Parental  School  at  West  Roxbui^. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees,  including  reports  of  Heads  of 
Divisions,  and  adoption  of  recommendations  involving  action  on 
applications  for  discharge  of  inmates  of  the  State  Farm  and  chil- 
dren in  the  custody  of  the  Board,  and  on  petitions  for  licenses  to 
maintain  boardin2-houses  for  infants. 
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Appointment  of  Lucy  S.  Curtis,  of  Fitcbburg,  as  Auxiliary 
Visitor. 

Appointment  of  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Donnelly,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr. 
Pratt,  and  Mr.  Nourse,  as  a  Committee  to  appear  before  any  Com- 
mittees of  the  Legislature  on  matters  of  concern  to  the  Board. 

Action  regarding  proposed  exhibit  on  the  part  of  the  Board  for 
the  coming  French  Exposition. 

Adoption  of  rule^  regarding  the  period  of  detention  of  prisoners 
at  the  State  Farm.     (See  page  15.) 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting^  Saturday^  February  4,  1899. 

Report  of  Committee  of  General  Visitation  and  Inspection, 
showing  visit  made  to  the  State  Farm. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees,  including  reports  of  Heads  of 
Divisions,  etc. 

Appointment  of  Lizzie  E.  Rogers,  of  Tewksbury,  as  Auxiliary 
Visitor. 

A  communication  from  the  Superintendent  of  State  Adult  Poor, 
asking  for  instructions  in  connection  with  the  removal  to  the 
State  Almshouse  of  poor  persons  receiving  temporary  aid  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  425  of  the  Acts  of  1898,  having  been  pre- 
sented and  read,  it  was  — 

Voted,  (1)  That  the  agents  of  the  Board  are  authorized  to  a|)prove 
bills  for  individual  poor  persons  having  no  lawful  settlements  within 
the  State,  to  whom  aid  has  been  rendered  by  cities  and  towns,  at  a  rate 
not  exceeding  one  dollar  a  week  for  each  person  ;  (2)  That  the  agents 
of  the  Board  are  not  authorized  to  use  force  in  the  removal  to  the  State 
Almshouse  of  poor  persons  for  whom  aid  has  been  discontinued ;  (3) 
That  when  an  order  is  sent  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  a  city  or 
town  directing  discontinuance  of  aid,  it  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  notice 
that  the  poor  person  concerned  is  to  be  removed  to  the  State  Almshouse 
on  a  given  day ;  and  that,  if  the  poor  person  in  question  refuses  to  go 
when  called  upon,  no  bills  for  his  aid  shall  be  approved  by  the  State 
authorities. 

Consideration  of  methods  of  medical  treatment  used  in  the  cases 
of  certain  inmates  of  the  Lyman  School. 

The  question  of  the  duty  of  the  Board,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  396,  of  the  Acts  of  1898,  with  regard  to  the  visitation  of 
town  paupers  being  under  consideration,  it  was  — 

Voted,  That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  issue  a  circular  letter  to  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  several  towns  of  the  Commonwealth,  asking 
for  the  necessary  information  concerning  paupers  provided  for  by  them 
in  families,  in  order  that  the  Board  may  make  the  visitation  contem- 
plated by  the  Act  in  question. 
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Announcement  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Anne  B.  Richardson,  and 
passage  of  minutes  and  resolution.     (See  page  3.) 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting^  Saturday,  March  4,  1899. 

Report  of  Executive  Committee  of  action  as  follows  :  transfer 
of  Justine  D.  Ferris  to  the  Division  of  State  Adult  Poor;  ap- 
pointment of  Katherine  A.  Dwyer  as  clerk  in  the  Division  of  State 
Minor  Wards  ;  appointment  of  Hubert  O.  Moore  as  visitor  in  the 
Department  of  State  Adult  Poor;  appointment  of  Louisa  S.  Kolb 
as  temporary  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Board. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees,  including  reports  of  Heads  of 
Divisions,  etc. 

Appointment  of  Katherine  H.  Leonard,  of  Springfield,  as  Aux- 
iliary Visitor. 

Consideration  of  changes  in  the  Statistical  Tables. 

Amendment  to  the  by-laws,  providing  that  the  Committee  on 
State  Adult  Poor  shall  consist  of  four  members,  and  the  Commit- 
tee on  State  Minor  Wards  of  five  members. 

Voted,  That  the  visitation  of  town  paupers,  provided  for  in  families 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  396  of  the  Acts  of  1898,  be  made  by 
employees  of  the  Division  of  State  Adult  Poor. 

Begidar  Monthly  Meeting,  Saturday,  April  1,  1899. 

Report  of  Committee  of  General  Visitation  and  Inspection, 
showing  two  visits  made  to  the  Lyman  School  and  one  to  West- 
borough  Insane  Hospital. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees,  including  reports  of  Heads  of 
Divisions,  etc. 

Appointment  of  Miss  Rogers  as  member  of  Committee  on  State 
Adult  Poor,  and  transfer  of  Mr.  Pratt  from  the  last  named  Com- 
mittee to  the  Committee  on  State  Minor  Wards. 

Hearing  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  Plymouth  in  the  matter  of 
their  request  for  further  reimbursement  in  the  case  of  a  sick  State 
pauper. 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting,  Saturday,  May  6,  1899. 

Report  of  Committee  of  General  Visitation  and  Inspection, 
showing  a  visit  made  to  the  State  Almshouse. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees,  including  reports  of  Heads  of 
Divisions,  etc. 

Appointment  of  Jennie  L.  Harris  as  temporary  visitor  in  the 
Division  of  State  Minor  Wards. 

Communication  from  Trustees  of  Lyman  and  Industrial  Schools, 
informing  the  Board  of  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Orville  F.  Rogers, 
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Dr.  James  S.  Stone,  and  Dr.  Richard  C.  Cabot  as  consulting  phy- 
sicians for  the  Schools. 

Votec^,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  appoint  Mr.  Pratt  and  Dr. 
Pullman  as  delegates  to  the  National  Conference  of  Charities  and  Cor- 
rection, to  be  held  at  Cincinnati,  May  17-23,  1899, 

Consideration  of  the  claim  of  the  city  of  Boston  for  reimburse- 
ment in  the  cases  of  certain  insane  inmates  of  the  Boston  Insane 
Hospital  and  of  the  Hospital  at  Deer  Island,  also  in  certain  cases 
of  patients  at  the  Boston  Lying-in  Hospital. 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting^  Saturday^  June  8,  1899. 

Report  of  Executive  Committee  :  action  on  a  State  Farm  case, 
and  on  request  of  Lyman  and  Industrial  Schools  for  transfer  of 
two  inmates  of  the  Lyman  School  to  the  State  Almshouse  for 
hospital  treatment,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  193  of  the 
Acts  of  1899. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees,  including  reports  of  Heads  of 
Divisions,  etc. 

Consideration  of  question  of  claim  of  the  city  of  Melrose  for 
additional  reimbursement  in  the  case  of  a  State  pauper. 

Appointment  of  persons  as  Auxiliary  Visitors  to  serve  during 
the  year  ending  June  1,  1900.     (See  page  5.) 

Appointment  of  Isabel  L.  Strong  as  visitor  in  the  Division  of 
State  Minor  Wards. 

Action  on  salary  of  Superintendent  of  State  Adult  Poor. 

Appointment  of  Louis  R.  Lipp  as  messenger  in  the  Division  of 
State  Adult  Poor. 

Annual  election  of  officers  :  Mr.  Lincoln  elected  Chairman,  and 
Mrs.  Codman  Vice-Chairman  ;  John  D.  Wells  elected  Clerk  of  the 
Board,  Stephen  C.  Wrightington  Superintendent  of  State  Adult 
Poor,  and  William  P.  Derby  Superintendent  of  State  Minor 
Wards. 

Adjourned  Meeting^  Jane  9,  1899. 
Hearing  on  complaint  of  Catherine  F.  Sullivan,  of  Foxborough, 
regarding  treatment  of  her  son,  sometime  a  ward  of  the   State, 
now  an  inmate  of  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Epileptics. 

Regular  Montlily  Meeting.,  Saturday^  July  7,  1899. 
Report  of  Executive  Committee  :    Regarding  the  claim  of  the 
city  of  Boston  for  reimbursement  in  certain  cases,  the  following 
votes  were  passed  :  — 
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Voted,  That  in  the  cases  of  62  persons  for  whose  support  at  Deer 
Island  Hospital  bills  have  been  received  from  the  Boston  city  authori- 
ties, payment  be  made  at  the  rate  of  the  expense  of  similar  cases  at 
the  State  Almshons(3 

Voted,  That  in  the  cases  of  16  inmates  of  Boston  Insane  Hospital  for 
whose  support  bills  have  been  presented  by  the  same  authorities,  pay- 
ment be  made  at  the  rate  of  13.25  per  week  for  each  case 

Voted,  That  the  claim  of  the  same  authorities  in  the  cases  of  17  insane 
persons,  inmates  of  Boston  City  Hospital,  whose  settlements  were 
defeated  by  the  Act  of  1898,  be  denied,  as  the  Board  has  no  appropriation 
from  which  payment  can  be  made. 

Receipt  of  a  commimication  from  James  F.  Sweeney,  Esq.,  at- 
torney for  Delia  E.  O'Loughlin,  asking  for  a  hearing  in  the  matter 
of  the  return  of  Mary  T.  O'Loughlin,  sister  of  Delia,  to  Ireland  by 
order  of  the  Board  September  22,  1898. 

Report  of  Committee  of  General  Visitation  and  Inspection, 
showing  a  visit  made  to  the  State  Industrial  School. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees,  including  reports  of  Heads  of 
Divisions,  etc. 

Authorization  of  re-transfer  of  two  boys  from  the  State  Alms- 
house to  the  Lyman  School,  and  of  the  transfer  of  an  inmate  of 
the  State  Industrial  School  to  the  State  Almshouse  for  medical 
treatment. 

Resignation  of  Isabel  L.  Strong  as  visitor  in  the  Division  of 
State  Minor  Wards. 

Voted,  That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  certify  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Commonwealth  the  names  of  the  several  cities  and  towns  which  failed 
to  make  the  annual  pauper  returns  required  by  sections  34  and  35  of 
chapter  84  of  the  Public  Statutes,  within  the  month  of  April,  1899,  to- 
gether with  the  amount  of  penalty  incurred  in  each  instance,  under  the 
provisions  of  section  37  of  the  same  chapter. 


Regular  Monthly  Meeting,  Satwday,  August  5,  1899. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees,  including  reports  of  Heads  of 
Divisions,  etc. 

Resignation  of  Annah  R.  Cooke,  Ella  F.  Bucklyn,  and  C.  Amelia 
Williams  as  Auxiliary  Visitors. 

Appointment  of  Catherine  A.  Chisholm  as  provisional  visitor  in 
the  Division  of  State  Minor  Wards. 

Regarding  the  request  of  an  agent  of  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul 
Society  that  a  certain  neglected  child  be  committed  to  the  care  of 
the  said  Society  by  the  court  through  the  agency  of  one  of  the 
Board's  officers,  it  was  — 
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Voted,  That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  reply  that "  the  courts,  in  the 
cases  of  neglected  minor  wards,  sometimes  choose  to  place  them  tem- 
porarily in  the  care  of  some  responsible  person  for  three  or  six  months, 
to  afiord  a  negligent  parent  an  opportunity  to  reclaim  his  child  if  he 
should  become  trustworthy,  rather  than  to  separate  parent  and  child  dur- 
ing the  minority  of  the  latter.  In  such  a  case  the  court  suspends  action. 
Where  a  court  makes  an  absolute  order  for  the  commitment  of  a  neg- 
lected child  to  the  custody  of  the  State  Board  of  Charity,  the  Board  has 
no  alternative  but  to  place  such  a  child  as  early  as  possible  in  a  suitable 
private  family,  there  to  be  cared  for  until  discharged  to  the  parent,  or 
until  of  age  to  provide  for  himself.  A  child  comniitted  to  the  Board 
cannot  be  placed  in  any  incorporated  private  institution,  to  be  kept  and 
cared  for,  as  the  law  provides  to  the  contrary." 

Voted,  That  the  Board  subscribe  for  seventy-five  copies  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Twenty-sixth  National  Conference  of  Charities  and 
Correction. 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting^  Saturday^  September  2,  1899. 

Report  of  Committee  of  General  Visitation  and  Inspection,  show- 
ing visits  made  to  the  State  Almshouse  and  the  State  Farm. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees,  including  reports  of  Heads  of 
Divisions,  etc. 

Transfer  of  inmate  of  State  Industrial  School  to  State  Alms- 
house for  medical  treatment. 

Resignation  of  Grace  F.  Ordway  as  visitor  in  the  Division  of 
State  Minor  Wards. 

Voted,  That  temporary  aid  be  allowed  Lena  Lewis  in  the  town  of  her 
residence  until  further  notice,  under  the  provisions  of  section  5  of  chap- 
ter 425  of  the  Acts  of  1898. 

Consideration  of  claim  of  the  town  of  Brookline  in  the  case  of 
the  temporary  aid  of  a  family  of  State  paupers. 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting,  Saturday,  October  7,  1899. 

Report  of  Committee  of  General  Visitation  and  Inspection, 
showing  visit  made  to  the  State  Farm. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees,  including  reports  of  Heads  of 
Divisions,  etc. 

The  Committee  on  Readjustment  of  Salaries  of  Employees  pre- 
sented the  following  report:  — 

The  Committee  appointed  January  7,  1899,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  and  reporting  on  a  plan  for  the  grading  of  salaries  of 
employees  of  the  Board,  to  establish  some  uniform  policy  to  regu- 
late the  action  of  the  Board,  and  to  avoid  the  reiterated  applica- 
tions for  advancement  of  salaries,  are  of  the  opinion,  first,  that  no 
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established  rule  should  be  made  with  reference  to  any  standing 
compensation  for  the  services  of  Superintendents  and  their  Depu- 
ties, the  Clerk  and  Auditor  of  the  Board,  medical  visitors,  the 
statistical  clerk,  transportation  and  settlement  officers,  visitors  at 
large,  accountants,  and  messengers,  owing  to  the  special  require- 
ments and  qualifications  needed  in  such  employees. 

But  the  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  following  classes 
of  employees  should  have  their  salaries  graded  arbitrarily  with 
reference  to  their  periods  of  service,  viz.  :  (1)  women  clerks,  (2) 
women  visitors,  (3)  certified  stenographers,  (4)  men  visitors. 
And  the  Committee  recommend  that  the  following  rule  be  observed 
regarding  compensation  and  relative  time  of  service  :  For  women 
clerks  during  the  first  five  years  at  the  rate  of  $600  per  annum ; 
during  the  second  five  years  at  the  rate  of  $700  per  annum ;  and 
thereafter  at  the  rate  of  $800  per  annum.  For  women  visitors 
during  the  first  five  years  at  the  rate  of  $600  per  annum  ;  during 
the  second  five  years  at  the  rate  of  $700  per  annum  ;  and  thereafter 
at  the  rate  of  $800  per  annum.  For  certified  stenographers  during 
the  first  five  years  at  the  rate  of  $700  per  annum  ;  during  the 
second  five  years  at  the  rate  of  $800  per  annum  ;  and  thereafter  at 
the  rate  of  $900  per  annum.  For  men  visitors  during  the  first  five 
years  at  the  rate  of  $1,000  per  annum;  during  the  second  five 
years  at  the  rate  of  $1,200  per  annum;  and  thereafter  at  the  rate 
of  $1,400  per  annum. 

Provided,  however,  that  increase  of  salaries  under  the  foregoing 
rule  shall  be  made  only  at  the  beginning  of  the  calendar  year. 

Also  Provided,  that  no  increase  of  salary  shall  be  made  except 
in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission. 

Voted,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  accepted  and  that  their  rec- 
ommendations be  adopted,  to  go  into  effect  January  1,  1900. 

Voted,  That  applications  for  increase  of  salary  not  affected  by  the  rule 
adopted,  and  also  any  cases  of  doubtful  classification  of  employees,  be 
referred  to  the  same  Committee,  for  consideration  and  report  at  the  next 
meeting. 

Appointment  of  Marion  Pearson  as  visitor  in  the  Division  of 
State  Minor  Wards,  in  place  of  Grace  F.  Ordway,  resigned. 

Voted,  That  the  Board  give  a  hearing  to  James  F.  Sweeney,  Esq.,  at- 
torney for  Delia  E.  O'Loughlin,  in  the  matter  of  the  return  of  Mary  T. 
O'Louo^hlin  to  Ireland. 


Transfer  of  an  inmate  of  the  State  Industrial  School  to  the 
State  Almshouse  for  medical  treatment. 
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Regular  Monthly  Meeting^  Saturday,  November  4,  1899. 

Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  action  as  follows :  ap- 
pointment of  Mary  S.  Jones  as  clerk  in  the  Division  of  State  Minor 
Wards,  to  succeed  Annie  E.  Hancock,  resigned. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees,  including  reports  of  Heads  of 
Divisions,  etc. 

Transfer  of  an  inmate  of  the  State  Industrial  School  to  the 
State  Almshouse  for  medical  treatment. 

Permanent  appointment  of  Jennie  L.  Harris  as  clerk  in  the 
Division  of  State  Minor  Wards. 

Voted,  That  the  Superintendent  of  the  State  Farm  be  authorized  to 
deduct  from  the  period  of  detention  of  prisoners  sentenced  to  that  insti- 
tution for  drunkenness,  vagranc}',  etc.,  a  certain  number  of  days  per 
month  for  good  conduct,  at  his  discretion,  —  notification  thereof  to 
be  made  from  time  to  time  to  the  Board. 

Appointment  of  Louisa  S.  Kolb  to  permanent  service  in  the 
office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Board. 

On  the  report  and  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries, 
it  was  — 

Voted,  That  the  class  of  women  accountants  be  added  to  the  graded 
classes  of  employees  of  the  Board,  and  that  they  shall  receive  during 
the  first  five  years  of  service  at  the  rate  of  $700  per  annum ;  during 
the  second  five  years  at  the  rate  of  $800  per  annum  ;  and  thereafter 
at  the  rate  of  $900  per  annum. 

Action  with  regard  to  applications  for  increase  of  salary  of  cer- 
tain employees  of  the  Board. 

Voted,  That  the  claim  of  the  town  of  Brookline  for  temporary  sup- 
port of  the  Foye  famil}"  be  allowed. 

Special  Meeting,  Friday,  November  24,  1899. 
Hearing  in  the  case  of  Delia  O'Loughlin  in  the  matter  of  the  re- 
turn of  her  sister,  Mary  T.  O'Loughlin,  to  Ireland. 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting,  Saturday,  December  2,  1899. 

Report  of  Committee  of  General  Visitation  and  Inspection,  show- 
ing visits  made  to  the  State  Industrial  School  and  the  Lyman  School. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees,  including  reports  of  Heads  of 
Divisions,  etc. 

Approval  of  transfers  of  three  inmates  of  the  State  Industrial 
School  to  the  State  Almshouse  for  medical  treatment. 
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Resignation  of  Martha  Lee  VVhelden  and  Lucy  A.  Morton  as 
Auxiliary  Visitors,  and  appointment  of  Carrie  M.  Plummer,  of 
Sweden,  Maine;  Lucia  C.  Hall,  of  Sbelburne  Falls  ;  and  Caroline 
Stavers,  of  Taunton,  as  Auxiliary  Visitors. 

Action  on  applications  for  increase  of  salaries  of  certain  em- 
ployees of  the  Board. 

Action  on  Annual  Report  of  Board. 

Request  of  Governor  for  suggestions  from  the  Board  to  be  for- 
warded to  the  Governor-elect  in  connection  with  the  preparation 
of  his  inaugural  address. 

Action  on  annual  estimates  for  appropriations  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board.     (See  page  100.) 

Special  Meeting^  Tuesday^  December  5,  1899. 
Continuation  of  hearing  in  the  case  of  Delia  O'Loughlin  in  the 
matter  of  the  return  of  her  sister,  Mary  T.  O'Loughlin,  to  Ireland. 

Adjourned  Meeting^  Friday^  December  29,  1899. 

Approval  of  the  following  estimates  of  the  Trustees  of  the  State 
Almshouse  and  State  Farm  for  appropriations  for  the  year  1900: 
for  salaries  and  expenses  at  the  State  Almshouse,  8170,000;  for 
salaries  and  expenses  at  the  State  Farm,  $152,000. 

Approval  of  the  following  estimates  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Lyman 
and  Industrial  Schools  for  appropriations  for  the  year  1900  :  for 
salaries  and  expenses  at  the  Lyman  School,  $69,835  ;  for  salaries 
and  expenses  at  the  State  Industrial  School,  $36,575. 

Final  action  on  Annual  Report. 
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THE    STATE    AND    TOWN    POOR    SINCE    1863. 

Table  VI.  —  Number  of  the  State  Poor  and  of  the  City  and  Town 
Poor  remaining  in  the  Institutions  at  the  Close  of  Each  Official 
Year  from  1863. 


State  Poor. 

City  and 
Town  Poor. 
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§5. 
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■g  a 
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01 
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a 
aj 

i! 

II 

o 
o 

1 

1 

a 
o   . 

11 

3 

"S-oo 

1 

03 
O 

"3 

1 

863,      . 

633 

-570 

536 

175 

238 

258 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2,544 

3,000§ 

425 

5,969 

864, 

649 

620 

485 

116 

186 

216 

- 

- 

- 

2,307 

2,700§ 

448 

5,455 

L865 

637 

541 

482 

91 

152 

235 

- 

- 

- 

2,259 

2,800§ 

481 

5,540 

866, 

707 

561 

311 

129 

147 

272 

- 

- 

~ 

2,148 

2,958 

498 

5,604 

1867 

686 

657 

341 

101 

153 

271 

- 

- 

2,209 

3,003 

532 

5,744 

1868 

636 

540 

425 

96 

181 

264 

- 

- 

- 

2,142 

3,012 

552 

5,706 

1869 

690 

397 

364 

51 

145 

234 

- 

- 

1,881 

2,844 

655 

5,380 

870 

655 

363 

337 

35 

124 

209 

- 

- 

- 

1,723 

2,758 

728 

5,209 

1871 

639 

408 

397 

29 

91 

215 

- 

- 

- 

1,779 

2,506 

770 

5,055 

1872 

674 

381 

308 

25 

85 

230 

- 

- 

- 

1,703 

2,483 

844 

5,030 

1873 

762 

429 

347 

48 

76 

247 

- 

- 

- 

1,909 

2,496 

858 

5,263 

1874 

805 

409 

375 

82 

128 

291 

- 

- 

- 

2,090 

2,758 

886 

3,734 

1875 

792 

449 

422 

42 

135 

262 

- 

- 

- 

2,102 

3,160 

1,044 

6,306 

1876 

798 

479 

503 

35 

137 

293 

- 

- 

_ 

2,205 

3,630 

1,180 

7,015 

1877, 

919 

466 

389 

51 

158 

239 

- 

- 

- 

2,222 

3,969 

1,310 

7,501 

1878 

897 

473 

249 

174 

134 

198 

80 

- 

- 

2,205 

4,022 

1,479 

7,706 

1879 

846 

421 

225 

191 

126 

202 

149 

- 

- 

2,160 

3,563 

1,634 

7,357 

1880, 

840 

370 

158 

240 

119 

183 

134 

- 

- 

2,044 

4,017 

1,760 

7,821 

1881 

888 

332 

129 

209 

81 

176 

112 

- 

- 

1,947 

3,818 

1,941 

7,706 

1882 

789 

365 

210 

239 

94 

161 

115 

- 

- 

1,973 

3,828 

2,075 

7,876 

1883 

894 

332 

63 

289 

111 

157 

150 

- 

- 

1,996 

3,945 

2,156 

8,097 

1884 

940 

310 

95 

279 

100 

153 

153 

- 

- 

2,030 

4,181 

2,161 

8,372 

1885 

776 

293 

304 

309 

123 

154 

214 

- 

- 

2,173 

4,248 

2,204 

8,625 

1886 

786 

239 

267 

249 

113 

141 

200 

- 

- 

1,995 

4,888 

2,305 

9,188 

1887 

836 

212 

324 

228 

111 

104 

165 

115 

- 

2,095 

5,012 

2,413 

9,520 

1888 

783 

184 

420 

261 

92 

104 

104 

113 

- 

2,061 

5,155 

2,588 

9,804 

1889 

758 

173 

403 

248 

94 

88 

110 

196 

- 

2,070 

4,917 

2,764 

9,751 

1890 

718 

146 

509 

262 

131 

101 

142 

158 

- 

2,167 

4,582 

2,629 

9,378 

1891 

759 

110 

536 

324 

129 

80 

139 

137 

- 

2,214 

4,583 

2,648 

9,445 

1892 

724 

116 

705 

394 

108 

84 

135 

170 

- 

2,436 

4,713 

2,774 

9,923 

1893 

837 

69 

672 

362 

147 

81 

142 

132 

44 

2,486 

4,700 

2,979 

10,165 

1894 

971 

19 

833 

341 

121 

73 

130 

134 

37 

2,659 

4,876 

3,056 

10,591 

1895 

886 

II 

870 

329 

118 

73 

1C3 

125 

54 

2,593 

4,994 

3,235 

10,822 

1896 

993 

123 

931 

288 

146 

69 

116 

96 

42 

2,804 

4,972 

3,553 

11,329 

1897 

938 

198 

1,002 

285 

122 

47 

92 

120 

66 

2,870 

5,050 

3,439 

11,339 

1898 

1,081 

204 

1,055 

290 

156 

58 

132 

118 

62 

3,214 

5,231 

3,794 

12,239 

1899 

1,035 

233 

1,107 

358 

187 

82 

187 

168 

76 

3,493 

5,234 

4,068 

1 

12,795 

*  Excluding  town  cases.  |  Excluding  court  cases. 

t  In<  luding  for  Rainsford  Island  Dospital  323  between  1863  and  1866,  and  at  the  Massa- 
chusetts Hospital  for  Epileptics  58  in  1898  and  60  in  1899.        §  Approximate. 
II  Medtield  Insane  Asylum  since  1896. 


xlviii 


STATE   BOARD   OF   CHARITY. 


[Jan. 


THE    PAUPER    ABSTRACT. 


Table  VII. — Average  Ntimher  of  the  State,  and  the  City  and 
Town  Poor  in  the  Institutions  Each  Year  from  1863. 


State  Poor. 

City  anb 
Town  Poor. 
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1863, 

737 

601 

608 

184 

258 

247 

_ 

_ 

- 

2,750 

3,233 

420 

6,403 

1864, 

733 

557 

560 

145 

212 

232 

- 

- 

- 

2,527 

2,866 

434 

5,827 

1865, 

732 

605 

582 

106 

173 

225 

- 

- 

- 

2,591 

2,896 

465 

5,952 

1866, 

717 

543 

482 

143 

162 

251 

- 

- 

- 

2,399 

2,984 

490 

5,873 

1867, 

757 

628 

331 

138 

142 

262 

- 

- 

- 

2,259 

3,000 

515 

5,774 

1868, 

731 

646 

408 

95 

167 

262 

- 

- 

- 

2,309 

3,010 

560 

5,879 

1869, 

710 

500 

412 

74 

164 

248 

- 

- 

~ 

2,108 

3,004 

650 

5,762 

1870, 

724 

442 

335 

52 

147 

237 

- 

- 

1,937 

2,752 

720 

5,409 

1871, 

749 

388 

385 

44 

133 

230 

- 

- 

- 

1,929 

2,680 

745 

5,354 

1872, 

759 

373 

372 

37 

113 

227 

- 

- 

- 

1,881 

2,590 

788 

5,259 

1873, 

816 

367 

332 

50 

95 

248 

- 

- 

- 

1,908 

2,578 

842 

5,328 

1874, 

381 

413 

403 

63 

117 

284 

- 

- 

2,161 

2,715 

865 

5,741 

1875, 

844 

417 

435 

68 

145 

274 

- 

- 

- 

2,183 

2,879 

849 

5,911 

1876, 

916 

422 

427 

53 

160 

259 

- 

- 

- 

2,227 

3,331 

1,039 

6,597 

1877, 

824 

451 

457 

53 

160 

255 

- 

- 

- 

2,300 

3,747 

1,158 

7,205 

1878, 

943 

481 

302 

154 

154 

212 

25 

- 

- 

2,271 

3,903 

1,288 

7,462 

1879, 

945 

448 

309 

185 

134 

200 

142 

- 

■   - 

2,363 

3,977 

1,402 

7,742 

1880, 

916 

387 

243 

211 

126 

197 

146 

- 

- 

2,226 

3,698 

1,543 

7,467 

1881, 

878 

360 

229 

236 

118 

181 

139 

- 

- 

2,141 

3,654 

1,850 

7,645 

1882, 

860 

383 

223 

243 

89 

167 

130 

- 

- 

2,095 

3,746 

1,998 

7,839 

1883, 

918 

345 

181 

250 

115 

162 

145 

- 

- 

2,116 

3,769 

2,075 

7,960 

1884, 

966 

345 

167 

289 

114 

155 

181 

- 

- 

2,217 

3,911 

2,150 

8,278 

1885, 

958 

299 

350 

305 

120 

154 

209 

- 

- 

2,395 

4,255 

2,200 

8,750 

1886, 

876 

274 

365 

277 

146 

140 

213 

- 

- 

2,291 

4,366 

2,250 

8,907 

1887, 

863 

219 

376 

252 

110 

123 

209 

88 

- 

2,240 

4,358 

2,355 

8,953 

1888, 

811 

206 

490 

233 

111 

112 

173 

148 

- 

2,284 

4,360 

2,370 

9,014 

1889, 

764 

170 

529 

255 

99 

105 

132 

166 

- 

2,220 

4,560 

2,483 

9,263 

1890, 

852 

168 

533 

273 

129 

97 

154 

156 

- 

2,362 

4,528 

2,645 

9,535 

1891, 

812 

124 

596 

353 

115 

90 

153 

166 

- 

2,409 

4,384 

2,666 

9,459 

1892, 

901 

110 

694 

400 

133 

86 

158 

173 

- 

2,655 

4,491 

2,747 

9,893 

1893, 

902 

77 

703 

396 

135 

76 

169 

169 

2811 

2,645 

4,458 

2,955 

10,058 

1894, 

1,052 

69 

858 

376 

138 

81 

153 

144 

46 

2,917 

4,575 

3,067 

10,559 

1895, 

997 

87§ 

919 

396 

167 

81 

171 

150 

60 

2,982 

4,879 

3,271 

11,132 

1896, 

1,053 

10711 

992 

369 

145 

82 

165 

139 

76 

3,119 

4,768 

3,538 

11,425 

1897, 

1,110 

167 

1,065 

331 

171 

64 

137 

121 

33 

3,199 

4,702 

3,602 

11,503 

1898, 

1,128 

203 

1.080 

325 

159 

63 

174 

132 

81 

3,364 

5,107 

3,904 

12,375 

1899, 

1,242 

219 

1,133 

376 

209 

72 

200 

171 

94 

3,787 

5,090 

4,165 

13,042 

*  Excluding  town  cases.  t  Excluding  court  cases. 

X  Including  cases  at  Rainsford  Island  Hospital  to  1867,  and  at  the  Massachusetts  Hospital 
for  Epileptics  119  in  1898  and  66  in  1899,  §  For  9  months.  ||  For  34  weeks. 

IT  Medfield  Insane  Asylum  from  1896. 
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SUMMARY    OF   POPULATION   AND    COST. 
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